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The Regiment held a Change of Command Parade in grand style at the Drill Hall midafternoon on Sunday, 
20 September 2020. It was a sunny afternoon with the smoke from the wildfires in the US very much cleared 
away. Given the COVID-19 restrictions, the parade was limited to 50 soldiers including dignitaries. The 
program included General Salutes for the Honorary Colonel, Ted Hawthorne, the Reviewing Officer, Colonel 
Paul Ursich, Commander of 39 CBG and the Minister of National Defence, The Honourable Harjit Sajjan, 
followed by an Inspection by the RO, a final March Past by the Outgoing CO, LCol Paul Lindsay, the Change 
of Command proceedings and the signing of Certificates followed by the symbolic Transfer of the CO’s Sabre 
by the RO from the outgoing CO to the Incoming CO and the Transfer of the Guidon by Colonel Hawthorne 
from Colonel Lindsay to Colonel Virk. Speeches included a wonderful Recognition Presentation by the VPD 
Chief, Adam Palmer, to Colonel Lindsay (see below for complete citation), three presentations by Colonel 
Hawthorne to Colonel Lindsay (Greetings from The Honourable Janet Austin, Lieutenant Governor of BC, 
Senator Larry Campbell and an Honorary Colonel Commendation), an address by The Honourable Harjit 
Sajjan and brief remarks by Colonels Lindsay and Virk. The program concluded with a March Past with the 
new CO, an advance in Review Order and the departure of the RO and Dignitaries preceded by the usual 
General Salutes.  The Parade was concluded by an impressive Regimental Roll Past, including two TAPVs 
and with drone coverage!  Kudos to 39 CBG for Live Streaming the Change of Command on 39 CBG Face 
Book Platform. 
 
Our very best wishes to Lieutenant Colonel Paul Lindsay for his exemplary leadership, service and 
commitment to the Regiment and our resounding congratulations to our new Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 
Colonel Vincent Virk!  Kudos to the RSM, CWO Tony Harris, CD, for an excellent parade! 
 
 
The Citation of VPD Chief Adam Palmer is reproduced in its entirety: 
 

Recognition of Service 
Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay 

Commanding Officer of the British Columbia Regiment 2017-2020 
 

On behalf of the Vancouver Police Department, it is my pleasure to recognize the exemplary 
service of Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay as the Commanding Officer of the British 
Columbia Regiment – Duke of Connaught’s Own.   

 
During his tenure as Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Lindsay has led the Dukes in 
providing much needed help to Canadians during the ongoing pandemic and through 
domestic operations including flood and fire response.  His leadership has focused on 
ensuring the readiness of the soldiers under his command, including maintaining their fitness 
and equipment while also ensuring their professional development.  Paul has also leveraged 
the role of the Honoraries to further build and maintain community relationships.  In addition, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lindsay led the Dukes in 2019 at the internment ceremony in France of a 
fellow soldier of the Regiment, Private George Alfred Newburn, who fell in the Great War and 
whose body was recently recovered. 

 
At the same time, in his service as a member of the Vancouver Police Department, Paul has 
served as a Detective in, and a founding member of, our Cybercrime Unit.  In 2019, Paul was 
instrumental in creating the first online undercover course in the province, which involved 
leveraging the expertise of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. 

 
Throughout his service with the Canadian Armed Forces, as well as his service with the 
Vancouver Police Department, Paul has served in an exemplary fashion and has steadfastly 
demonstrated his commitment to our country and our community.  On behalf of all of the 
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members of the Vancouver Police Department, it is my honour to recognize the service of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay as the Commanding Officer of the British Columbia 
Regiment.  Up the Dukes! 

 
Adam Palmer 
Chief Constable 
Up the Dukes! 

 
 
Editor’s Note: 39 CBG Commander, Colonel Paul Ursich, CD, promoted the Incoming CO to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel at a brief ceremony in the Officers’ Mess immediately prior to the parade. 
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ADDRESS OF THE INCOMING COMMANDING OFFICER 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL VINCENT VIRK, CD 

20 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
 
Minster Sajjan, Col Ursich, HCol Hawthorne, Fellow Dukes, Family and Friends both in person and virtual 
thank you for being here today.  The privilege and responsibility to lead is not one I take lightly.  The honour 
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to command our Province’s oldest and one of its most storied Regiments instills in me an empowering sense 
of excitement coupled with confidence.  This confidence, in part, is borne through having the privilege of 
growing and working with many amazing soldiers, one of them being LCol Lindsay.   
 
Paul, for 19 years we have soldiered together, messed together, and seen each of our families grow. Your 
wisdom, focus of purpose, and competitiveness has been, bar none, some of the most amazing leadership I 
have had the privilege to learn from, a true soldier. When my second daughter decided to join the world early, 
while I was, OC Recce, on exercise in Chilcotin, you are the one who jumped on a flight with no notice to take 
over so I could get back in time for Ajooni’s Birth…Thank you….Once a Duke, always a Duke!  
 
Noor, Zehan and Ajooni. You girls are the love of my life and thank you so much for sacrificing and sharing 
my time with the Regiment.  That being said, you three are as much Dukes as I am.  When the Regiment, 
under then LCol Sajjan, decided it was going to do an expedition to Africa, in part to climb Mt Kilimanjaro, 
CWO Harris asked you both what pictures of animals you wanted from Africa. Then, for the proceeding 2 
weeks in Africa, the Dukes engaged in a successful yet complex mounted reconnaissance trace, across half 
of Tanzania to find that animal. Who would have thought the most elusive of animals in all of Tanzania would 
be a DUCK!  This is one of many experiences that show we are all one family, the Virk household, and the 
Dukes. 
 
Now to my fellow soldiers.  2020 has been anything but a simple year.  Canada is on a tight rope.  As it 
balances its way through dealing with this Pandemic, our responsibility as soldiers is to be prepared.  We are 
the safety net if called upon to help in what ever way our country asks of us.  Normally, a parade like this 
would see over 100 Dukes on parade and twice as many guests in attendance, yet we are a fraction of that 
amount, all masked up, observing social distancing as part of our safety measures. These safety measures 
are meant to both protect us as individuals and to ensure we remain a viable force in waiting option for our 
Brigade. 
 
COVID-19 has created a disruption to almost every aspect of life.  But Pandemics are not new, and the history 
of the Dukes includes dealing with the Influenza Pandemic 100 years prior.  When our soldiers began 
returning from the Great War, they where in the midst of dealing with their pandemic. One such solider was 
S/Sgt Frost, a medic from the Battle of St Julien, who contracted his illness in hospital enroute home from the 
war.  The Regiment has been through this cycle of pandemic constraints already while doing traditional 
soldiering. 
 
So, for me, disruptions are an opportunity not a hinderance.  We may not have 100 soldiers in person here, 
but online we will have one of the largest attended parades ever. We have an opportunity to find new, 
innovative and resourceful ways to do what we do, basically an opportunity to be better.  
 
As Armoured Reconnaissance soldiers, we are aptly designed to exploit these opportunities.   We MOVE, 
SHOOT and COMMUNICATE, operating in a dispersed manner, upon many fronts, employing flexibility and 
mission command to the lowest levels. All these skills and traits makes us well suited to face the current and 
future challenges that may come.  So, our focus will remain on perfecting our Recce core skills, both in mind 
and body.   Physical fitness will continue to be emphasised and mental resilience and grit will be expanded, 
all while our fabulous Regimental Family continues to support each of you.  We will not wait for a new normal 
to be created for us, we are in the now and we will operate in the now.       
 
UP THE DUKES! 
FAUGH A BALLAGH! 
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The British Columbia Regiment 
(Duke of Connaught’s Own) 

Change of Command 
The Drill Hall 

 

 
 

20 September 2020 
 

Change of Command 
 

The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught's Own) 
 

A change of command is a military tradition that represents a formal transfer of authority and responsibility for a unit from 
one Commanding Officer to another. The official and public passing of command responsibility from the outgoing 
Commanding Officer to the incoming one ensures that the unit and its soldiers are never without official leadership.  
 
In the case of The British Columbia Regiment (DCO), the official change of command is formalized in the signing of the 
instrument of change of command by the outgoing Commanding Officer and the incoming Commanding Officer and 
witnessed by the Commander, 39 Canadian Brigade Group Colonel P. Ursich, CD.  
 
The Regiment is not only a unit of the Canadian Forces – it is also a family within the Regimental system inherited 
through Canada’s British military heritage. The symbolic transfer of command of The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) 
as a Regimental family is symbolized by the passing of the Guidon. The Guidon is a symbol of the Regiment, its history 
and its heritage; the Guidon bears the names of the Regiment’s Battle Honours. The Guidon is passed from the outgoing 
Commanding Officer to the incoming Commanding Officer by Honorary Colonel E.A. “Ted” Hawthorne. 
 
The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) 

 
A Brief History 

 
There have been soldiers on the southwest coast of what is now British Columbia since time immemorial.  The First 
Nation residing in the area, the Salish, used citizen soldiers raised from the general male population to form self-defence 
forces as marine light infantry. 
 
On 12 October 1883 the British Columbia Provisional Regiment of Garrison Artillery was formed by amalgamating the 
province's various volunteer militia companies into a single Regiment. The British Columbia Regiment traces its formal 
history to that amalgamation. 
 
In July 1899 the 2nd Battalion of the Regiment was converted to infantry and shortly thereafter was formally designated 
the 6th Regiment (Duke of Connaught's Own Rifles). At that time the Regiment became allied with the Rifle Brigade of 
the British Army, adopting their heritage of innovation on the battlefield and expert marksmanship, as well as green 
uniforms and distinctive parade drill. 
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When war broke out between Britain and the two Boer Republics in South Africa, the Regiment contributed twenty-four 
soldiers to the initial Canadian contingent.  Several dozen soldiers from the Regiment served subsequently, earning the 
Regiment’s first Battle Honour. 
 
With the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, the Regiment contributed large contingents to the numbered 
mobilization battalions. Three of those battalions – the 7th (1st BC), the 29th (Vancouver) and the 102nd (North BC) - are 
perpetuated by the Regiment today.  The Regiment's battalions fought in every major Canadian battle, from 2nd Ypres 
in April 1915 to the Pursuit to Mons in November 1918, and suffered almost 3000 killed and 6,000 wounded. Five soldiers 
from the Regiment were awarded the Victoria Cross.  
 
In the reorganized Militia following the war the Regiment emerged as the 1st British Columbia Regiment (Duke of 
Connaught’s Own) and, in 1930, was designated as The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles). 
 
When war again broke out in 1939 The British Columbia Regiment (DCOR) was mobilized and in 1940 was assigned to 
the 4th Division. A second battalion was raised for home defence. In 1942 the Regiment was converted to Armour and 
became the 28th Canadian Armoured Regiment (British Columbia Regiment). They deployed to England in 1942 and 
took part in the Battle for Normandy, arriving in France at the end of July 1944.  The Regiment suffered heavy casualties 
on its first day in battle near Hill 140 on 9 August 1944 during Operation Totalize.  They subsequently fought in every 
major engagement of the Northwest Europe Campaign, ending the war in northern Germany in May 1945. The Regiment 
was reformed in Vancouver in 1946 and retained its armoured designation. It underwent a number of minor name and 
operational role changes during the three decades following the Second World War. In addition to the normal reserve 
Regiment duties, the Regiment provided augmentation for NATO exercises in Europe and several dozen Dukes 
deployed on peacekeeping duties from the 1960s onward. In 2003 The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s 
Own) was amalgamated with the Irish Fusiliers of Canada (The Vancouver Regiment) and now perpetuates the heritage 
of both Regiments. 
 
Soldiers from The British Columbia Regiment were amongst the first in Canada to volunteer to reinforce the Regular 
Army engaged on operations in Afghanistan.  More than fifty BCR soldiers have served in Afghanistan in all elements of 
the Task Force. Most recently Dukes have been deployed on NATO missions in Europe and domestic operations at 
home. 
 
Wherever and whenever Canada needs soldiers to defend its territory or its vital national interests, the Dukes are bound 
to be at the front. 
 

The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) Regimental Family 
 
The British Columbia Regiment Association 
 
The BCR Association was established following the Second World War, and is made up of 28th Canadian Armoured 
Regiment (BCR) veterans, post-war soldiers and friends of the Regiment who collectively commemorate all of the 
accomplishments and honours of the Regiment, support serving soldiers and carry out good works in the community. 
 
The British Columbia Regiment Museum Society 
 
The BCR Museum Society holds the Regiment’s collection of artefacts, documents, uniforms, weapons and badges 
going back to the earliest days of the Regiment. It diligently continues its role of preserving the history and heritage of 
The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own). 
 
The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) Army Cadet Corps 
 
#2290 The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) Army Cadet Corps was formed on 1 September 1946 
and has been active ever since. It is the Regiment’s oldest Cadet Corps affiliation. The Corps parades in the Regiment’s 
Drill Hall in Vancouver. 
 
#2827 The British Columbia Regiment (Port Moody and Coquitlam District) Army Cadet Corps was formed on 25 March 
1968 and is located in Port Moody. 
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#2381 The British Columbia Regiment (Irish Fusiliers) Army Cadet Corps was formed on 1 October 1962 and was 
affiliated with a number of different organizations. In 2002 the name of the Corps was changed to its current name. The 
Corps wears the BCR cap badge with the Irish Fusiliers hackle and a felt shamrock backing. The Corps meets at the 
Colonel Sherman Armouries in Richmond. 
 
#2781 The British Columbia Regiment (Powell River) Army Cadet Corps was formed on 16 January 1965 and is located 
in Powell River. It has been active since its formation, initially affiliated with the Irish Fusiliers.  
 
#3300 The British Columbia Regiment (Surrey) Army Cadet Corps was formed on 14 March 2013.  The youngest of the 
Regiment’s Cadet Corps affiliations, it was officially launched in Surrey when LCol Sajjan presented the BCR Camp flag 
in front of 52 new Cadets. 
 
The British Columbia Regiment Brass and Reed Band 
 
The Brass and Reed Band is comprised of civilian volunteer musicians who offer their wealth of talent and their service 
to support the Regiment and enhance its presence in the community. 
 
The British Columbia Regiment Irish Pipe and Drum Band 
 
The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) perpetuates the Pipe Band of the Irish Fusiliers (Vancouver Regiment). It was 
reformed in 1997. This group of exceptionally talented musicians significantly enhances the Regiment’s ceremonial and 
community profile. 
 
Allied Regiment - The Rifles 
 
The British Columbia Regiment initially established an alliance with The Rifle Brigade of the British Army in 1900. 
Through an amalgamation process of British Army Regiments, the alliance was changed to The Royal Green Jackets in 
1966 and finally to The Rifles in 2007. 
 
Affiliation: HMCS Vancouver  
 
The British Columbia Regiment is affiliated with a ship of the Royal Canadian Navy, HMCS Vancouver, which was 
officially approved on 11 November 2000. 
 

Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay, CD 
Commanding Officer 

The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) 
 

 

Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay was Born and raised in Vancouver, BC where he attended Kitsilano high school, 
followed by Langara College and Thompson Rivers University. He joined the British Columbia Regiment (DCO) in April 
2000 and was employed in several positions including recruiting officer and assault troop leader before being promoted 
to Lieutenant in September 2002.  Lieutenant Lindsay represented Canada in the CIOR International Military Pentathlon 
competition in 2003, before deploying as a duty officer on OP PEREGRINE that same summer.  In 2004 Lieutenant 
Lindsay took a position at 39 Brigade Headquarters as G3 Plans while employed at the Regiment as Recce Squadron 
Battle Captain.  

Shortly after completing his tour at Brigade Headquarters, Captain Lindsay assumed the role of Adjutant at the British 
Columbia Regiment before competing again in the CIOR Military Pentathlon.  In 2006-2007 Captain Lindsay deployed 
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to Kandahar, Afghanistan where he was employed in Info Ops and Reconstruction with Task Force 3-06 and 1-07.  Upon 
his return to Canada he worked as the Operations Officer at the BCR(DCO) while concurrently joining the Vancouver 
Police Department, graduating the Police Academy in 2009. Captain Lindsay was then appointed as OC of the Training 
Squadron until 2010. In 2011 he was promoted to Major and handed the reigns of Recce Squadron. In 2016, Major 
Lindsay completed staff college and assumed the role of Regimental second-in-command. In 2017, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lindsay was promoted to his current rank and was appointed Commanding Officer of the regiment. He resides in 
Vancouver with his wife and daughter and is a Detective Constable with the Vancouver Police Department in civilian life.  

 
 

Honorary Colonel Edwin A. “Ted” Hawthorne 
The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) 

 

 
 
HCol Hawthorne was born in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, and moved to Burnaby, British Columbia in 1954.  He received 
his Juris Doctor from UBC and has been a partner in the law firm of Hawthorne, Piggott & Company (“HPLaw”) since 
1973.   
 
He has been actively involved in numerous aspects of The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) for many years; initially 
serving in the Cadet Corps, joining the Regiment in 1961 and participating in all facets of the Regimental Family.   
 
HCol Hawthorne is Chairman Emeritus of Columbus Long Term Care Society with over 35 years of service.  Ted has 
also served as a director, officer or trustee of many other non-profit charitable organizations, including, President of 
Chacko & Lize Simon Scholarship Trust, Chairman of The BC Regiment (DCO) Charitable Trust, Honorary Solicitor and 
past director of The Army Cadet League of Canada (BC Branch), Past Chairman of the 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) Cadet 
Corps Executive Committee of the Support Committee. and past Director of the Veterans’ Care Facility, George Derby 
Care Society and Vice President of Derby Manor Housing Society, 
 
He is a member of the Chinese Canadian Military Museum Society and the Canadian Club of Vancouver, a member and 
past director and officer of the BC Veterans Commemorative Association, the prime mover in the establishment of the 
highly successful veterans’ licence plate program and Veterans Affairs Canada “Year of the Veteran” program in 2005, 
the Secretary of the Honorary Officers Association of BC, a member of the Royal United Services Institute-Vancouver, 
a Life Member of The Royal Canadian Armoured Corps Association, a Past BC Director of the Canadian Forces Liaison 
Council, a member and Past President of The BC Regiment (DCO) Association, a member and past director and officer 
of The BC Regiment (DCO) Museum Society and a member and past director and officer of the Royal City Youth Ballet 
Company Society, the Chairman of the Commanding Officer’s Committee, a Governor and Past Chairman of The BC 
Regiment (DCO) Regimental Trust, Counsel Emeritus of Honour House Society and a past Trustee of the Burnaby Art 
Gallery.  HCol Hawthorne is also Special Counsel to the Vancouver Artillery Association, 15th Field Artillery Regimental 
Society, 15th Field Museum and Archives and Royal United Services Institute - Vancouver. 
 
HCol Hawthorne has led two BC Regiment (DCO) Association Veterans’ Battlefield Tours, including the 2007 Vimy 
Memorial Re-dedication and the 2008 BC Regiment (DCO) European Battlefield Tour where ten Regimental 
remembrance ceremonies were conducted and seven commemorative plaques dedicated.  In addition, HCol Hawthorne 
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represented the Regimental Association as President in the Regiment’s European Battlefield Studies Tour in 2012 and 
as Honorary Colonel in the Regiment’s European Battlefield Studies Tour in 2015. 
 
HCol Hawthorne was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in March 2012 in recognition of his 
contributions to Canada.  In addition, HCol Hawthorne was appointed Honorary Colonel of The British Columbia 
Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) by the Minister of National Defence, the Honourable Peter MacKay, upon 
recommendation of the Chief of Defence Staff, on 2 November 2012 and has been extended twice by the Minister of 
National Defence, Harjit S. Sajjan.  HCol Hawthorne was awarded the Commanding Officer’s Commendation on 11 
December 2013.  In 2015, HCol Hawthorne was awarded The Army Cadet League of Canada Volunteer Service Medal 
for “continuous and meritorious service” and The Caring Canadian Award by the Governor General of Canada, the Right 
Honourable David Johnson.  In 2016, HCol Hawthorne was awarded the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers and in 2019, 
he was awarded the Minister of Veterans Affairs Commendation by The Honourable Lawrence MacAulay, Minister.  
 
Professionally, HCol Hawthorne is a member of the Law Society of British Columbia.  In 2017, the Canadian Forces 
Liaison Council awarded HPLaw a National Award for support of the Reserve Force and a Provincial Award for the Most 
Supportive Employer in British Columbia.  
 

Reviewing Officer  
Colonel Paul Ursich, CD 

Commander, 39 Canadian Brigade Group 
 

 
 
Colonel Paul Ursich joined the 2812 Royal Canadian Army Cadets in 1984, and joined the Canadian Armed Forces with 
the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada in 1991. He completed Infantry Officer training in Gagetown in 1992 and assumed 
duties as a Regimental Officer. In 1993, he spent a year with the second Battalion of Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry (2 PPCLI) In 1994 he deployed to Bosnia with B Company, 1 PPCLI which was attached to the Lord Strathcona’s 
Horse (Royal Canadians) Battle Group.   
 
1995-1999 saw him performing various Regimental duties in Wainwright. From 1999-2007, he was at 39 Canadian 
Brigade Group Headquarters (39 CBG HQ). In 2003, he was deployed on Operation PEREGRINE assisting in the effort 
to fight BC wildfires for which he was awarded a Land Force Western Area Commander’s Commendation. In 2005, he 
was the G3 for Operation VALOUR, the funeral of Sergeant Smokey Smith VC, for which he was awarded a Canadian 
Army Commander’s Commendation.  
 
In 2008, he was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel and took command of the Seaforths. In 2011, he became Chief of Staff 
for 39 CBG HQ.  In 2012 he was appointed Deputy Commander of 1 Area Support Group and subsequently Chief of 
Operations for 3rd Canadian Division Support Group. In 2013, he was appointed Assistant Chief of Staff (Administration) 
for 3rd Canadian Division Headquarters. He returned to command the Seaforths from March 2015 to October 2017. In 
May 2018, he commanded Task Force – Southwest as part of OPERATION LENTUS 18-03, which was the first 
deployment of Reservists under the command of a Reservist in 3rd Canadian Division history. He was appointed to his 
current post as Commander of 39 CBG in July 2018 and from April-June 2020, was the Land Component Commander 
for Joint Task Force Pacific’s pandemic response under Operation LASER. 
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Colonel Ursich holds a BA and MBA from Simon Fraser University.  He is a graduate of the Joint Reserve Command 
and Staff Program and the Canadian Security Studies Program. He is the President and CEO of Ally Emergency 
Management Inc, a company that he formed in 2013 and which helps organizations prepare for emergencies through 
planning, training and exercising. 
 
Colonel Ursich is married to Cathy Sichewski, a first-rate nurse, and they have an 11-year-old daughter, Claire, who 
loves swimming and art. 

 
The Minister of National Defence 

Rt.Hon. Harjit S. Sajjan, OMM, MSM, CD, MP 
 

 
 
The Honourable Harjit Sajjan was first elected as Member of Parliament for Vancouver South in 2015.  Minister Sajjan 
immigrated to Canada from India with his family when he was five years old. He grew up in South Vancouver and 
benefitted from everything its diverse and culturally rich community has to offer.  Minister Sajjan has made serving others 
a cornerstone of his life. He has served as a former detective with the Vancouver Police Department, a former Lieutenant 
Colonel with the British Columbia Regiment, and a long-time advocate for youth education and mentorship programs. 
 
For 11 years, Minister Sajjan was a member of the Vancouver Police Department, based primarily in South Vancouver. 
He completed his career as a detective with the gang crime unit. As a member of the British Columbia Regiment (Duke 
of Connaught’s Own), he participated in four operational deployments—one to Bosnia and three to Afghanistan. 
 
Minister Sajjan has lived in Vancouver for many years with his wife and two children. 
 

Vancouver Police Department 
Chief Constable Adam Palmer, C.O.M. 

 

 
 

Chief Constable Adam Palmer took command as the 31st Chief Constable of the Vancouver Police Department on 
May 6th, 2015. Chief Palmer was born and raised in the Vancouver area. 

Prior to joining the Vancouver Police, he studied Business Administration at Simon Fraser University and worked as a 
correctional officer. Chief Palmer began his career with the VPD in 1987 and since that time has worked in a variety of 
operational, investigative and administrative areas. He previously managed a long-term review of policing operations in 
Vancouver that resulted in improved efficiencies, the optimization of existing resources and significant increases in sworn 
and civilian police staffing. He was a Venue Commander during the 2010 Winter Olympics where he oversaw the security 
of figure skating and speed skating events. 
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Chief Palmer is past President of the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP). He is a member of the Board of 
Directors for the CACP, as well as the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP). In January 2019, Chief Palmer 
was elected to the Board of directors for the Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA), which represents the largest cities 
in the United States and Canada. Chief Palmer also serves on the Combined Forces Special Enforcement Unit (CFSEU) 
Board of Directors, the National Executive Committee for the Criminal Intelligence Service of Canada (CISC), the Metro 
Vancouver Transit Board of Directors and the Criminology Advisory Committee for Kwantlen Polytechnic University. He 
is a former member of the Canadian Police Knowledge Network Board of Directors. 
 
In 2009 Chief Palmer was invested as a Member of the Order of Merit of the Police Forces and, in 2017, was promoted 
to the rank of Officer of the Order of Merit of the Police Forces. In recognition of the national and international scope of 
his service and leadership, in 2020, Chief Palmer was advanced to the highest rank within the Order of Merit of the 
Police Forces, the rank of Commander, by Her Excellency the Right Honourable Julie Payette, Governor General of 
Canada. Chief Palmer is also the recipient of nine Vancouver Police Department Commendations and is a former VPD 
Police Officer of the Year. 
 
 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Virk, CD 
Commanding Officer (Designate) 

The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) 
 

 
 

LCol Virk is a lucky husband to Noor Grewal-Virk of 21 years and a blessed father of two amazing daughters, 13-year-
old Zehan and 10-year-old Ajooni both of whom are avid competitive swimmers.  LCol Virk was born in Edmonton AB. 
His family relocated to BC into the South Okanagan where he attended Osoyoos Secondary School.  Upon graduation 
he attended the University of British Columbia.   
 
In April 2001 he joined the Canadian Armed Forces with the British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) as 
an Officer Cadet, establishing a fifth generation of military service for his family (first in Canada).  He completed his 
Armed Reconnaissance Troop Leader course in 2003 and in 2006 he was promoted to rank of Captain. That same year 
he earned his silver spurs with the 1-303rd US CAV. He went on to hold the positions of 2ic Training Squadron, Battle 
Captain, Adjutant and 2ic of Reconnaissance Squadron.   In 2013 he was awarded the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal. 
 
After completing the Army Operations Course and Armoured Reconnaissance Squadron Commanders Course he was 
promoted to the rank of Major in 2013. He went on hold the positions Officer Commanding Training Squadron, Officer 
Commanding Reconnaissance Squadron and most recently as Regimental Second in Command from 2017-2020. 
 
In 2018 he deployed on domestic operation with Operation LENTUS 18-05 as the Domestic Response Company (DRC) 
Commander and Land Component Commander in support of the efforts fighting wildfires. During spring of 2020 he 
supported the Canadian Armed Forces efforts against the Pandemic with Operation Laser 20-01 as the DRC 
Commander for Task Force Vancouver Coastal. During this time, he completed the two-year Joint Command and Staff 
Programme (Toronto) in Advance Joint Warfare.   Most recently during the summer of 2020 he was the Deputy 
Commanding Officer and Chief Instructor for the 39 Canadian Brigade Group Training Establishment. 
 
LCol Virk and his family reside in North Vancouver and when not wearing the uniform or with his family he is President 
of the Pallas Group, a hospitality-based group of businesses located throughout BC. 
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Program of Events 
1440 - Guests to be seated. 

1450 - Guidon is marched on parade 
1500- Arrival of Dignitaries and Review Officer 

(General Salute) 

Reviewing Officer’s Inspection 
Regimental March Past 
Change of Command 

Regimental March Past 
Advance in Review Order 

Departure of Reviewing Officer and Dignitaries, to the Roll Past 
Regimental Roll Past 

 
 

Parade Appointments 
Reviewing Officer - Colonel David P. Ursich, CD 

Honourary Colonel E.A. “Ted” Hawthorne 
Commanding Officer 

Lieutenant-Colonel Paul A. Lindsay, CD 
Commanding Officer (Designate) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Virk, CD 
Regimental Sergeant-Major 

Chief Warrant Officer Anthony C. Harris, CD 
Guidon Bearer – Sergeant Stephen Cobb, CD 

Escorts to the Guidon 
Sgt Sebastien Therrien, CD & Sgt Brian Copp, CD 

Regimental Second-in-Command 
Major A.J. Brown, CD 

#1 Guard Commander – Captain Paul Ellis 
Adjutant – Captain Andrew Tardiff 

#1 Guard Sergeant-Major – MWO Arnold Matibag, CD 
 
 

LCOL (RET’D) VIC COROY, CD 
By:  Cam Cathcart, President of RUSI Vancouver 

 
In April of this year LCol (Ret’d) Vic Coroy, CD, a former President of RUSI Vancouver, succumbed to the 
deadly coronavirus in an Ottawa hospital.  
 
Friendly and personable, Vic's death shocked and saddened everyone he knew in RUSI Vancouver and the 
15 Field (RCA) Regiment. He served with distinction in the Gunners for 39 years in the Canadian Army and 
Canadian Forces.  
 
While President of RUSI Vancouver in 2006 and 2007, Vic Coroy initiated the idea of a 'home away from 
home' for veterans, starting with a fundraising concert at Massey Theatre in New Westminster. We now know 
the project as Honour House. 
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Vic and his wife Pat then moved to Ottawa and in 2010 returned to BC to attend the official opening of Honour 
House, a successful and fully operating result of his dream. 
 
After Vic Coroy’s death, Jim Stanton, former President of RUSI Vancouver along with the current President, 
Cam Cathcart, arranged for a plaque to honour Vic’s legacy. It was presented to Pat Coroy in June, who said 
“I am truly honoured to accept this plaque in Vic’s memory”. 
 

Pat and Vic Coroy receiving the official photograph of  
Honour House - March 2013 

 
Inscribed plaque dedicated to the memory of  

LCol (Ret'd) Vic Coroy, CD, 1937-2020 
 

THE START LINE  
“TOOLS OF THE TRADE” 

By:  David Sproule,  
Yellowknife, NT during Covid 19 - April 2020 

 
When I think of all the tools I had at the end of my working life including, a computer, a telephone, cell phone, 
a bookshelf full of policy and training manuals, spreadsheets and variance reports piling upon the window 
ledge, it makes me realize how simple it was when I started my working life as a troop leader in both a tank 
and a reconnaissance squadron. All we needed was a map, grease pencils, a field message pad, maybe a 
fancy British map case if we could afford one and binoculars. Oh and I had a troop book with the particulars 
of the men in my troop.  
 
It was maps that were the particularly useful tool and we spent a lot of time pouring over. I still love maps and 
to this day I keep map books handy in my kitchen. You just have to do a proper map study of where you want 
to go, where to turn, the street names and block and important cross streets prior to your objective. Commit 
to memory, if you can, or take a photo with your phone or a photocopy and you’re all set. I know, I know I 
could be using GPS with Siri or whomever telling me where to turn but for me maps are best, at least in 
Canada.  I must confess though on a European trip in the spring of 2017, I left the driving to my daughter and 
she would just set the GPS on the rental and away we would go and magically arrive at some hotel in a city 
we had never been to before.  
 
Man has always had methods of way finding whether a simple blaze on a tree, something scratched in the 
sand or painted on a hide. When I was a kid I had maps pinned up on my bedroom wall, old road maps and 
a national geographic map that belonged to my grandfather. I still have a map on my bedroom wall, a John 
Speed map of Ulster printed in his Atlas of Britain in the early 17th Century. It was given to me by my aunt, a 
history professor at Columbia University. The significance is that my ancestors arrived in Ulster later in that 
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same century adding significance to the map on the wall. During the Age of Discovery naval and army officers 
mapped the world if they weren’t off campaigning somewhere. Respect for maps is therefore within our military 
DNA so to speak.  
 
Of course I still have topographical maps of Wainwright, Gagetown and Fort Lewis and some from my time in 
the Sinai and Northern Canada stashed somewhere that  serve as reminders of the mostly good times. Maybe 
even an exercise trace or two survive. I remember early on in my career we were issued with a map board, 
an 18” x 20” piece of plywood covered with a sheet of plastic we called talc and so awkward in the turret of a 
tank. Eventually I made a map case out of canvas and gun tape and it got me through the remaining years in 
the field. I remember when we were issued maps covered in mepifoli, a plastic type of shrink-wrap that we 
could draw the trace right on the surface and stuff it in the pocket of our combats. This was progress but they 
were hard to get at least early on.  
 

 

A few years ago a California friend gave me her father’s  
prismatic compass. He had been a militia battery commander 
in Lethbridge prior to the war and served on the Judge 
Advocates staff during the war having followed the 1st 
Canadian Division the length of Italy. These compasses are a 
very practical design and were used throughout the first and 
second wars and may still be on the SQMS’s shelf. But maybe 
one doesn’t need a compass either anymore.  
 
Now binos, there’s a tool. As I live on the water in Victoria I 
needed a pair of binos and I always rather liked the issue ones 
as they were compact and effective. I was able to purchase a 
pair at a local military store that were identical to the ones that 
we all used as crew commanders - made by Canadian 
Arsenals in 1945 and in decent shape. I took them to a camera 
store and had them cleaned and now they are like new. 
Remember how we used to tie off the strap so they wouldn’t 
flop around and were just at the right height when needed and 
then tucked inside the front of our coveralls. A simple 
procedure but one developed by crew commanders in wartime. 

 
Finally and to complete the essential tools was a Field Message Pad. Such a useful thing, measured in ¼ “ 
squares with sheets of carbon paper at the back. We needed them to write out our orders: situation, mission, 
execution… etc. I still have a couple kicking around with a few pages remaining and I keep one in the car 
glove compartment. My wife always liked them for lists such as groceries and “honey-do’s”. 
 
I also had a troop leaders book formatted with the regimental name in the heading and kept a sheet for every 
man in the troop like his particulars, contact info, courses taken etc. Troop leaders needed to know this stuff 
and had to ensure that his crewmen received the training they needed for their professional development and 
careers. A responsibility we all learned when we were young subbies. Looking back at what is a lifetime ago 
it was these foundational tools and activities that helped us develop our personal organization. Of course the 
adjutant ensured that any spare time was filled with duties, summary investigations and stocktaking boards 
all contributing to our development and character building too, apparently.  
 
My message then to those still serving, is to respect the tools that you have because what you are using now 
will be obsolete at some point in time. Develop the necessary skills and take pleasure in your competence . I 
can reassure you that your skill at navigation and using the ground will never leave you - ever, for in your old 
age you will still be able to visualize yourself doing what you are doing today.  
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REMEMBRANCE DAY (NATIONALE DODENHERDENKING)  
AND LIBERATION DAY 

KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS 
ST JULIEN SQUARE 

4 - 5 May 2020 
 
Remembering the service and sacrifice of our soldiers 
of the 28th Canadian Armoured Regiment (British 
Columbia Regiment) on the occasion of the annual 
Remembrance Day observance for the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands on May 4th and the 75th Anniversary of the 
Liberation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on May 
5th , a wreath was placed at St Julien Square by the 
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, to 
mark these special days of Commemoration.   
 
 
 
They shall not grow old as we who are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.  
 
 
Up the Dukes! 
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VICTORY IN EUROPE DAY 
ST JULIEN SQUARE, VANCOUVER 

8 MAY 2020 
 

As a result of the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic 
(COVID-19) and the continuing risk of public 
gatherings, the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, 
Ted Hawthorne, the President of the Regimental 
Association, Gayle Hawthorne, Honorary Captain 
and World War II Veteran, Agnes Keegan, and our 
good friend and colleague Charles Davey, paid an 
informal visit to Saint Julien Square, adjacent to the 
Drill Hall, in order to place a Regimental Wreath to 
honour the service and sacrifice of our soldiers of the 
Regiment on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of 
Victory in Europe Day, 8 May 1945. 
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They shall not grow old as we who are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.  
 
 
Up the Dukes! 
 

 
 

BCR VIRTUAL PARADE NIGHT 
WEBEX PLATFORM 

12 MAY 2020 at 1900 HRS 
 
The Regiment’s first Virtual Parade Night held on the WebEx Platform, necessitated by the Coronavirus 
Pandemic (COVID-19) and the inherent risk of public gatherings, was very successful by all accounts with 
over 120 members logged in.  The evening’s agenda included an address by the Commanding Officer, LCol 
Paul Lindsay, who provided an update on the State of the Regiment, unveiled The Allard Trophy and promoted 
WO Bernie Li, Troop Warrant Recce Sqn, and MWO Arnold Matibag, presently CSM of A Coy, Task Force 
Vancouver Coastal (Op Laser), to their present rank.  A briefing update followed with the 2IC, Major Vincent 
Virk, presently OC of A Coy, Task Force Vancouver Coastal, on Op Laser and Summer Training.  Major Virk 
also noted that 3 Troop of A Coy, which consists of many BCRs, will be travelling to Vernon Military Camp on 
Friday for immediate sequestration for two weeks followed by two weeks service as required thereafter. RSM, 
CWO Tony Harris, complete with a long blond wig, concluded the evening’s presentations by reminding the 
unit that appropriate dress and deportment remains to be observed during the Pandemic in order to maintain 
CAF Standards! 
 
The next scheduled Regimental Virtual Parade Night will be the Stand Down Parade which will take place on 
27 May 2020. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE BC REGIMENT (DCO) ASSOCIATION 

HPLAW 
15 MAY 2020 

 
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Regimental Association was held in the boardroom of HPLaw on 
Monday afternoon, June 15th.   
 
The following directors were elected for the ensuing year: 
 

Jim Barrett    Bob Remple 
Gayle Hawthorne   Graydon Young 
Roger Prouse   Sandra Young 

 
The following officers were duly appointed: 
 

Gayle Hawthorne  -  President 
  Jim Barrett   -  Vice President 
  Bob Remple   -  Treasurer 
  Sandra Young  -  Secretary 
 
Congratulations to the newly elected directors and 
appointed officers and thank you to the Regimental 
Association for their great support of the Regiment 
and the Regimental Family.  Well done indeed!  

 
RV COVID DUKE - VANCOUVER, B.C. 

16 MAY 2020 
By: Jeff Pope 

 

 

RV COVID DUKE held over the May long weekend saw several members of 
the Regimental Family get together in a laager formation in a parking lot at 
the old RCMP E Division grounds off Oak St in Vancouver.  We sat in the 
hatch backs or on chairs behind our vehicles facing in to share some 
camaraderie and stories over beers.  If you weren't physically present you 
were in spirit because we were probably talking about you! After one hour 
smoke was dropped and all call signs scattered.   
 
Up the Dukes! 
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HOMMAGE TO QUEEN VICTORIA 
VICTORIA DAY 
18 MAY 2020 
By: Terry Ko 

 

  
 
Clockwise from the top:  Patriotic brooch, Queen’s South Africa Medal, Khedive’s Star companion to the Egypt 
Medal, Sardinian version of the Turkish Crimea Medal companion to the Crimea Medal, Service Medal of the 
Order of St. John, the Order of St. John.  
 
The reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901) shaped most of our world. A time of Canadian Confederation and 
our  province of British Columbia was so named by Queen Victoria herself.  
 
The armies of Britain campaigned around the world with might and benevolence. Some were punitive actions 
in Britain’s national interest. Crimea, Egypt and South Africa represent the early and late campaigns of a wide 
range. South Africa as the British Columbia Regiment’s first Battle Honour points to the Regiment’s roots in 
the Victorian era.  
 
On the other side of the coin, the British Empire also followed a humanitarian path of charitable works. A 
Protestant Order of St. John was incorporated by Royal Charter in 1888. It followed the spread of empire and 
established itself in the colonies, protectorates and dominions.  
 
Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught and a son of Queen Victoria embodied all of the above. In addition to being 
an Honorary Colonel of the Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles/The British Columbia Regiment he was Field 
Marshall in the British Army, Governor-General of Canada, and Grand Prior of the Order of St. John.  
 
Clearly the world we live in today, Canada and British Columbia, we owe to Queen Victoria’s reign. 
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2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC 
CHANGE OF APPOINTMENT OF RSM VIRTUAL PARADE 

19 MAY 2020 
 

  
 
The first Virtual Parade Night for the Cadet Corps held оп the ZOOM Platform, necessitated by the 
Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19) and the inherent risk of public gatherings, was vегу successful with over 
40 cadets logged in. 
 
A “full parade”, with a program duly modified by necessity, included the Band playing on queue following the 
command of the Parade Commander for a General Salute for the Presiding Officer/Reviewing Officer, 
Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne, the playing of O Canada, and the Commanding Officer, Captain Tony 
Liem, promoting three cadets (C/MWO Andy Zhang, C/MWO Elizabeth Xiang and C/CWO Paul Cho).  In his 
RO Address to the Cadets and guests, Colonel Hawthorne complimented the Cadets for their excellent “virtual 
turnout” and thanked the CO, CIC Officers, Volunteers, Sponsoring Committee, the CO of the Regiment, LCol 
Paul Lindsay, Gayle Hawthorne, President of the Regimental Association and Honorary Captain  Agnes  
Keegan  of  RCL,   Branch  #179,  and ANAVETS, Unit #100, for their great support.  Colonel Hawthorne then 
proceeded with the formalities of the Change of RSM Appointment which were duly acknowledged and 
confirmed by the Outgoing RSM, CWO Timothy Wu, and the Incoming RSM, CWO Paul Cho.  In his 
concluding remarks, the RO awarded his Honorary Colonel Regimental Coin to the Incoming RSM, C/CWO 
Cho, to mark the special occasion, and delivered a brief history of the Honorary Colonel Regimental Coin and 
a detailed presentation of the importance and significance of the role of the  RSM in the Cadet Corps.  The 
signing of the Official Appointment Certificates and the presentation of the Honorary Colonel’s Coin is 
expected to take place at the Stand To in September.  The outgoing RSM very ably addressed the unit, 
parents and guests.  Incoming RSM CWO Cho also gave a noteworthy speech and led the unit in a resounding 
“Three Cheers for RSM Wu”.  The Parade was concluded with the Band playing after the command calling 
for a General Salute to Colonel Hawthorne and the playing of God Save the Queen.  It was a very memorable 
evening for the unit and the outgoing and incoming RSMs. 
 
Congratulations once again 
to C/CWO Wu for his 
service as RSM and to 
C/CWO Cho on his 
appointment as RSM of 
2290 BCR.   
 
Well done Dukes! 
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MWO (Ret’d) GERALD PHILLIPS STEACY, CD 
A VETERAN DIED TODAY 

19 MAY 2019 
 

Master Warrant Officer (Ret’d) Gerald Phillips Steacy, CD passed away on 19 May 2020 in Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia. Gerald, a son of Newton and Ruth Steacy, was born in North Vancouver, B.C. on 28 
February 1932. 
 
Gerald commenced his military service as an Army Cadet while attending North Vancouver High School.  
After graduation he enlisted in the Canadian Army, serving in the Royal Canadian Engineers, 1st and 2nd 
Battalions, Black Watch RHR and the Royal Canadian Regiment, with service in North West Europe, Korea 
and Cyprus. 
 
Gerald is survived by his brother LCol (Ret’d) Archie M. Steacy, CD and sister-in-law, Lynda A. Steacy.  
 
Rest in peace Sergeant Major. Thank you for your military service for Canada. We will remember you. 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  Sincerest condolences to the Steacy family on the passing of Gerry, a good friend and 
supporter of the Regimental Association. 
 

FACE BOOK POST – RYAN STEACY – 19 MAY 2020 
 
If you are lucky in life, you might have a person or two who are instrumental in making you into who you are. 
In my case, both my dad and my Uncle Gerry Steacy were the two guiding lights that instilled the love of all 
things shooting into my soul.  
 
This morning Uncle Ger made his last trip to the range. He passed away peacefully in Australia where he 
lived out the last part of his life.  
 
Uncle Ger was Black Watch and then RCR when they switched over.  
 
He was a Black Watch sniper and like many of the top shooters of the day shot on unit rifle teams. He shot at 
both Connaught where he came very close to the Queen's and Bisley in the late 60s.  
 
I actually found a picture of one of his Bisley teams at Connaught.  
 
He served in Korea and Cyprus and had many stories about all the shenanigans that went on there during 
his deployment.  
 
It was always an exciting time when Uncle Gerry came to visit. My dad has already poured the excitement of 
rifle shooting into my blood. But Uncle Ger had gone to this mythical place called Bisley. It was the Valhalla 
of rifle shooting. I had to go there someday.... 
 
Some of my earliest memories of him were laying in the living room on the floor with dads #4 and practicing 
dry firing with uncle Ger who put a dime or a .22 casing on the barrel to help me with a smooth trigger pull.  
 
Well I think it helped a little.  
 
Thanks Uncle Ger. Your legend helped make me the shooter I am today. 
 
See you on the range one day shooter. 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 39 CER 
1949 June - Gerry Steacy NS Press 

 
TRIP TO OTTAWA in August with the B.C. army cadet rifle team is something to look forward to for Gerry Stacey, 
17, of 362 East Tenth, North Vancouver. Young Stacey won the trip by leading championship competitions at Blair 
range under auspices of B.C. Rifle Association, Sunday. 
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6th Field Squadron 
Now that the days are some-what longer, the Squadron is able to hold some tactical 
schemes out-of-doors. At last Tuesday evening's parade, a very successful scheme 
was held demonstrating the use of fieldcraft and, particularly, the use of ground for 
proper concealment. 
 
Winter training is just about at an end and the unit will stop parading after June 14 until 
parades are resumed again in the Fall. To close the unit's activities of this past season 
with a flourish, a picnic will be held at Brighton Beach near Deep Cove on June 26. 
Camp will be held at the Royal Canadian School of Military Engineering at Chilliwack 
from July 3 to 9. 
 
At the rifle competition at Blair Range last Sunday, the first prize was won by Sapper 
Stacey and second prize by Sapper Kisstiuk. 
 
Cadet awarders: Provincial soccer championship—H. Lazenby, M. MacManus, K. 
Pirie, D. Armitage, W. Hussey, G. Gavey, B. White, H. Gillis, B. Hall, G. Nordby, R. 
Miller; police trophies for lower mainland rifle competition—N. Villiers, B. Hall, I. Smith, 
T. Reed, G. Steacy, C. MacGillivray; B.C.R.A. Medal and Cup to G. Steacy for 
Provincial Cadet Rifle Champion. 
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CHANGE OF COMMAND – 15 FD ARTILLERY REGIMENT 
BESSBOROUGH ARMOURY 

23 MAY 2020 
 

Reprinted with the kind permission of Vancouver Artillery Association & RUSI Vancouver 
 
On Saturday May 23 a change of command ceremony was held at Bessborough Armoury to transfer 
command of the Regiment from LCol Pierre Lajoie to LCol Nick Watts.  Because of the COVID19 
pandemic no formal parade was held and transfer of command from LCol Lajoie to LCol Watts was 
officiated by Col P Ursich, Commander of 39CBG.  The event was live streamed on Facebook. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel N.J. Watts, incoming Commanding 

Officer of 15th Field Artillery Regiment, Colonel P.V. 

Ursich, Commander of 39 Canadian Brigade Group, 

and Lieutenant-Colonel J.P.P Lajoie, outgoing 

Commanding Officer of 15th Field Artillery Regiment 

sign the scrolls at the 15th Field Artillery Regiment 

Change of Command ceremony at Bessborough 

Armoury on May 23, 2020. 
Photo: Bombardier Albert Law, 39 CBG Public Affairs 

 

 

 

 

 

Major N.J. Watts (right) is promoted to the rank of 

Lieutenant-Colonel by Colonel P. V. Ursich, Commander 

of 39 Canadian Brigade Group (left) at the 15th Field 

change of command live stream broadcasting from 

Bessborough Armoury on May 23, 2020. A 2 metre 

distance is kept at all times between people as a precaution 

during the COVID-19 health situation. 

Photo: Bombardier Albert Law, 39 CBG Public Affairs 

 

 

 
 
 

Lieutenant-Colonel N.J. Watts, incoming 

Commanding Officer of 15th Field Artillery 

Regiment gives his speech at the Regiment's change 

of command live stream broadcasting from 

Bessborough Armoury on May 23, 2020. 
Photo: Bombardier Albert Law, 39 CBG Public Affairs 

 
 
 
 

Speech by LCol Nick Watts on Assuming Command  
 
First, I want to thank the Bde Commander and all those involved for making this CoC happen.  This ceremony 
really demonstrates innovation with our military process and traditions during this crisis.   I also want to 
sincerely thank LCol Lajoie for all his hard work and dedication to the Regiment over the years.  His depth of 
experience, commitment and leadership will be a tough act for me to follow.  To all the serving members of 
15th Fd Regiment, I want you to know that it is our intent to find an innovative way to hold a more inclusive 
CoC in Sep involving as many of you as possible while maintaining Covid guidelines.  We are hoping to get 
back to a new norm and resume individual training soon.  These unprecedented times will challenge us to 
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conduct business in different ways, but we will still conduct our business.  We will adapt to whatever 
restrictions are in place and find different ways to train and continue to serve. 
 
I have always believed that Reserve Regiments are a big part of the community they reside in and a resource 
for that community and all other communities across Canada. 15th Fd has its own community within it.  We 
commonly refer to it as the Regimental Family.  I have made many strong bonds and friendships with the 
members of this regiment past and present.  I have felt the support of that Regimental family and I have eagerly 
given support to our Regt family whenever needed.  It is my intension to support and build the bonds of our 
family and look after the welfare of members.  Looking to the future I will strive to provide progressive and 
relevant training IOT prepare for the challenges that lie ahead.   I want to invest in the professional development 
of all our members so they can gain skill sets that help them achieve their goals and continue to progress in 
their military careers.   
 
Lastly, I personally want to say what a tremendous honour and a privilege it is to take Command of 15 Fd 
Regiment, The Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery.  As you already know we have many new challenges 
ahead, but I know the members of this regiment are ready to take them on.  As the saying goes, we will 
improvise, adapt, and overcome, together as a Regiment.     
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH - Maj Nicholas Joseph Watts 
12 Feb 2020  
   
Civilian Education:  
Political Science, History, Douglas College, 1991 
Graduate of the Fire Officer Program, Justice Institute of BC, 2008 
Graduate of the Battalion Chief Program, University of Fraser Valley / BCIT, 
2019 
 
Civilian Employment:   
Present – 1992 Captain and Acting Battalion Chief, Surrey Fire Service 
Military Service:   
Present – 2016  Second in Command 15 Fd RCA 
2011 – 2016   Battery Commander HQ and Services Battery  
2007 – 2010   Battery Commander 31 Battery 
2004 – 2007   Battery Commander HQ and Services Battery 
2001 – 2004  Battery Commander 68 Battery 
1993 – 2001  Forward Observation Officer 
1990 – 1993  Gun Position Officer 
1988 – 1990  Recce and Command Post Officer 
1988   Commissioned from the ranks 
1986 – 1988  Gun Detachment Member and Command Post Technician 
 
Overseas Deployments: 
2017   Op Proteus, J1, Jerusalem, Israel 
2017  Task Force Middle East, J1, and Acting Ops Officer, Amman, Jordon 
1990  Fall Ex, Indirect Fire Effects Officer, German 
1987  Fall Ex, Enemy Command Team Umpire Staff, Germany 
 
 



 
 
 
 

29 

Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:   
 
Canadian Forces Decoration, Operational Service Medal Expeditionary, Fire Services Exemplary Service 
Medal 
 
Clubs and Associations:  Canadian Forces Sailing Association, Sgt Major - Surrey Honour Guard, 
International Association of Firefighters Motorcycle Group 
 
Special Interests: Military History, Scuba Diving, Kite boarding, Snowboarding, Skiing, Mountain biking, 
Motorcycle riding, Swimming, Weightlifting 
 
Speech by LCol Pierre Lajoie on Relinquishing Command  
 
First, let me welcome our Bde Commander, Col Ursich, the Bde SM representative, CWO Coglan, and 
everyone watching this on-line.  These are certainly interesting times. Instead of marking our Centennial this 
weekend with a dinner last night at the Tea House, a Freedom of the City this morning, and a Change of 
Command parade this afternoon, here we are.  To the officers and soldiers of 15th Field Regiment, I want to 
say it was an honour and privilege to have served as your Commanding Officer these past 3 years. Reservists 
are a special breed. They already have a job, sometimes a family, so why do they join? Some seek adventure, 
some want a new challenge, others simply look for additional income, but in the end, all wish to serve their 
country at home and abroad.  We accomplished a lot in the last 3 years. We grew as a unit through very 
successful recruiting, and we stood up a Light Urban Search and Rescue Troop, in the process becoming the 
model to follow for other LUSAR units. However, it wasn’t all good. We lost two of our own, LCol 
Drysdale and MBdr Sewell, and like others who left us too soon, we shall remember them. 
 
To the Chain of Command, thank you for giving me the opportunity to command the Regiment and for your 
support.  You can’t run a unit on your own. It’s a team that makes it happen. I have to thank my RSMs, 
CWO Garrett and Dempsey, for their advice and support. Thank you to the officers, NCMs and soldiers of 
the unit for your hard work. We couldn’t do it all without you. 
 
Thank you to the Regiment’s full-time staff for all your work. Whether it is training, equipment or personnel 
administration, you’ve always been there to ensure our soldiers were properly taken care of.  To Capt Koh, 
WO Wierenga, Sgt Langlois and the rest of the LUSAR cadre, and the staff at 39 Bde who assisted, thank 
you for standing up the LUSAR capability and building such a good relationship with CANADA TF-1. As 
previously mentioned, we are the model to follow for the other LUSAR units in the Canadian Armed Forces, 
and that is all because of you. 
 
To my Honoraries, Al de Genova and Don Foster, I couldn’t have asked for a better team. Thank you for 
your support, and especially for all you’ve done for the soldiers of this unit and this Bde.  To the members of 
the CO’s Advisory Board, the Regimental Society and the Museum, thank you for your advice and helping 
organize events. Unfortunately, many of them have had to be cancelled due to COVID-19, but it is just a 
matter of time before we can proceed. 
 
Finally, a huge thank you to my wife, Suzanna, for supporting me. I just couldn’t have done it without you.  
To my successor, LCol Nick Watts, you grew up within this unit and you are one of its longest serving 
members. It’s good to see you become CO, and I wish you the best of luck.  We will be back together, in 
person, at some point in the future. In the meantime, stay safe and stay healthy, 
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VIRTUAL ANNUAL CEREMONIAL REVIEW 
ZOOM PLATFORM 

2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC – 28 MAY 2020 
 

Congratulations to the Cadets of 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC on the successful completion of their first 
Virtual Annual Ceremonial Review which took place on Thursday evening, 28 May 2020, on the ZOOM 
platform.  The virtual ACR was necessitated by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic (COVID-19) and the 
continuing inherent risks of public gatherings.  Most protocols for the 117th ACR were observed throughout 
the program, save for the traditional Inspection, March Past and the Advance in Review Order.  The Reviewing 
Officer was the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, who complimented the Cadets, the CO 
and CIC Officers, the Support Committee, parents, civilian volunteers, RCL, Branches #177 and #179 and 
ANAVETS, Unit #100, the Regiment and the Regimental Association.  Numerous awards were announced 
with presentations expected to be made at the Stand To in September. The Parade Commander was C/RSM 
CWO Paul Cho who reported that 43 Cadets were on Parade with over 22 unable to engage the system.  The 
Parade included a Flag Party and Band component.  One of the many highlights of the evening was the 
acknowledgement of our very own Honorary Captain Agnes Keegan for her 40 years of exemplary service to 
the Cadet Corps. Presentations will be made to Agnes on her 100th birthday in September. 
  
Congratulations 2290 BCR for an excellent ACR!   Up the Dukes! 
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39 SIGNAL REGIMENT 
CHANGE OF COMMAND 

31 MAY 2020 
 

As a result of the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic and the social distancing requirements, the Change of 
Command ceremony for 39 Signal Regiment was held in isolation at the Major-General B.M. Hoffmeister OC, 
CB, CBE, DSO Building in Vancouver with the participants and live streamed on Face Book.  Colonel Paul 
Ursich, Commander of 39 Canadian Brigade Group, presided over the Change of Command from the 
outgoing Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Kent Wickens, to the incoming Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sam Fasullo. 
 
Congratulations and well done! 
 

 

 
Photo by Bombardier Albert Law, 39 CBG Public Affairs 
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OP LASER 20 – 01 
25 MARCH - 3 JUNE 2020 

By: Major Vincent Virk, CD, 2IC BCR 
 

Recently, the CAF was called upon to support provinces across the country to deal with the COVID-19 
Pandemic as part of Operation LASER 20-01 which began at the end of March.  Our Dukes formed part of 
Tasks Force Vancouver Coastal as part of A Company.  Standing up a Domestic Response Company from 
scratch, developing new ways of doing training in a Covid environment, executing recces of various regions 
of the province and conducting deliberate training in preparation for tasks that the province may have needed 
support in are just some of what the Task Force worked on. 
 
Some key individuals were recognized for their efforts during the operation, Maj Virk OC A Coy, Capt Vinning 
2IC A Coy, and Sgt Therrien Ops NCO A Coy all received Task Force Commander’s Commendations.  Of 
note, the efforts of Capt Vinning and Sgt Therrien was noted both for their dedication, professionalism and 
work ethic which allowed for A Company Headquarters to also fill the role of the TF headquarters. All Dukes 
performed exceptionally well and they showcased the strength and esprit de corps of the Regiment. 
 

  
 

OPERATION LASER 20 – 01 
MAY - JUNE 2020 

By: Major Vincent Virk, CD, 2IC BCR 
 
As part of the BCRs role on Op Laser 20-01, a composite platoon from the Domestic Response Company, 
composed of primarily Dukes, deployed to Vernon as part of a Vulnerable Persons Response Force (VPRF).  
The purpose of this platoon was to prepare to provide assistance to a region or task that could have a high 
degree of vulnerability to any form of infection from the virus, be it to go to a remote region with limited medical 
resources or into a facility that consisted of higher risk population (such as a care home). Providing such 
capability required troops to be placed into 14 days of self sequestration followed by 14 days of platoon 
sequestration. Though luckily BC has not had to request this form of support yet, the soldiers where readied 
for the call if it came.  

 
SEQUESTRATION REPORT 

3 PLATOON TASK FORCE VANCOUVER COASTAL 
By: Pte. Adele S. KA 

Hello! 
Reminiscing the past month as my time in sequestration with 3 Platoon of Task Force Vancouver Coastal 
comes to an end. For context, the purpose of our 4-week sequestration is to ensure our platoon is COVID-19 
free and able to respond effectively to any requests from both the provincial and federal government. 
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For the first two weeks at Vernon Military Camp, we practiced social distancing and self-isolation from each other. This 
meant interacting with other members at a 2-meter distance, taking meals alone, and participating in presentations 
remotely. While we all lived in the same space, we spent a lot of time alone in our rooms. I’d compare it to living in an 
apartment complex where you don’t usually interact with your neighbours.  
 
Our daily schedule consisted of early morning group PT, morning/afternoon classes, workouts on our own time, and 
time-off at night. I found the structure rewarding as it kept me engaged and active. Though I’ll admit I spent a good chunk 
of my free time playing my Switch or watching Netflix. 
 
Once the two weeks were over, we settled into new accommodations where we could move and hangout freely. I 
definitely compensated for the lack of social interactions by spending as much time as possible with other members of 
the platoon. For fun, we played soccer and “touch” football and those were great cardio workouts. As the working days 
continued, we were certified as EMRs (Emergency Medical Responders) and performed maintenance on our TAPVs 
(Tactical Armoured Patrol Vehicle). I had never been inside a TAPV before so I was super excited to get familiarized on 
them. The cherry on top was riding as air sentry while the TAPV ripped around in the BCD training grounds. It served as 
a great reminder of why I joined the Armoured Reconnaissance trade. 
 
To finish off our time in Vernon, we rucked around Kalamalka Lake with some 40+ pounds in extremely erratic weather; 
from heavy rain and thunderstorms to sunny skies. A challenge but the silver lining was diving into the fresh frigid water.  
 
All in all, the experience definitely makes me confident that our platoon is ready to take the call. The camaraderie and 
rapport built through our shared experience and ability to adapt to the changing COVID-19 environment has set us up 
for success. And the best part is I got to experience it with my brothers and sisters in arms. 
 

 
Charlie Patrol 

 
EMR Training 

 

 
TAPV Maintenance 

 
Happy Birthday Cpl Regs 

(Cake compliments of MCpl Palmer) 
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Final Ruck 
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COMMANDING OFFICER’S VIRTUAL PARADE 
“STAND DOWN” 

WEBEX PLATFORM 
 3 JUNE 2020 

 
The Regiment held its second virtual CO’s Parade with approximately 100 of our soldiers logged into the 
WEBEX Platform.  The evening’s Stand Down Parade featured a thorough briefing to the unit by the 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay, on what to expect this summer with the continuing 
implications of the COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic.  Colonel Lindsay emphasized the need to be flexible 
and adaptable in our outlook (in the truest recce form).  The CO was followed by the Honorary Colonel, Ted 
Hawthorne, who thanked the Regimental Association and its Charitable Trust for its tremendous support, 
which will continue unchanged notwithstanding the COVID-19 Pandemic.  The Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Farid Rohani, thanked our soldiers for their service and commitment and the RSM, CWO Tony Harris provided 
the traditional wrap up for the soldiers.  A good Question and Answer session was held followed by the 
presentation of three Commendations by the CO to Sgts Ban, Chu and Galang. Congratulations fellow Dukes, 
take care and have a safe and enjoyable summer!! 
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THE NATIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMME (“NSP”) 
4 JUNE 2020 

By: LCol Peter Bell, CD 
 

The National Security Programme (NSP) is designed to prepare selected military, public service, international, 
and private sector leaders for future strategic responsibilities within a complex and ambiguous global security 
environment. The 10-month residential programme is intended for the following participants: Canadian Armed 
Forces (CAF) Colonels and Naval Captains; officers of similar rank from allied nations; and civilian executives 
from within the Department of National Defence (DND), other government departments, public security 
agencies, non-governmental organizations, and academic institutions. 
 
To implement Canada’s defence strategy the CAF is required to work in partnership with the public service 
personnel of the DND. This integrated Defence team serves as a core element of a whole-of-government 
approach to meeting security requirements, both domestically and internationally. The CAF uses the NSP to 
fulfil its commitment to ensure that senior military and public service leaders are prepared to shape 
Government of Canada strategic responses in Canada’s national security interests. 
 
NSP candidates are experienced security professionals who are highly motivated to share their knowledge 
with colleagues, to enhance their understanding of the strategic environment, and to develop their leadership 
skills. CAF and international officers of Colonel/Naval Captain rank are joined by public servants of EX and 
EX minus 1 status to make up a diverse, engaging, and knowledgeable class, who stand to learn as much 
from each other as they do from the curriculum. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Colonel Bell was one of two Reservists and the only Lieutenant-Colonel attending the course.  
He successfully completed the NSP and graduated on 4 June 2020.  Congratulations Colonel Bell and well 
done!  Up the Dukes!  
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VIRTUAL ANNUAL CEREMONIAL REVIEW 
637 ARROW ROYAL CANADIAN AIR CADET SQUADRON 

ZOOM PLATFORM 
4 JUNE 2020 – 1900 HRS 

 
Congratulations to the Cadets of 637 Arrow RCACS on the successful completion of their first Virtual Annual 
Ceremonial Review which took place on Thursday evening, 4 June 2020, on the ZOOM platform.  The virtual 
ACR was necessitated by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic (COVID-19) and the continuing inherent risks 
of public gatherings.  The well attended ACR featured a program including numerous promotions, videos of 
“aging out” cadets and their successful cadet careers, medals and awards and various addresses by the 
Reviewing Officer, Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne, the League Representative, the Support Committee 
Chair and Minister Anne Kang. The Commanding Officer, Captain Amar Tiwana, provided the wrap by 
acknowledging and thanking the many good folks from the community who support this very successful unit. 
 
Congratulations 637 Arrow Squadron for an excellent ACR!    
 

  
 

  
 
 

CANADIAN FORCES LIAISON COUNCIL 
VIRTUAL TOWN HALL MEETING 

VANCOUVER, B.C. 
4 JUNE 2020 

 
Canadian Forces Liaison Council held a virtual Town Hall meeting in recognition of the support given by 
employers to their employees who also serve as Reservists and are working for the Land Component 
Commander (LCC) in B.C. during activation in support of the COVID-19 Pandemic response. Colonel Paul 
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Ursich, 39 CBG and LCC Commander, and Colonel Scott Raesler, CFLC Regional Liaison Officer, provided 
those employers logged in with current information on their Reservist’s deployment, considerable information 
on the popular CERP program and a good Q&A session. Thank you gentlemen and CFLC for a most 
worthwhile “Town Hall”.  
 

  
 
 

VIRTUAL ANNUAL CEREMONIAL REVIEW 
3300 BCR (BHAI KANHAIYA) RCACC 

ZOOM PLATFORM 
6 JUNE 2020 – 1300 HRS 

 
Congratulations to the Cadets of 3300 BCR (Bhai Kanhaiya) RCACC on the successful completion of their 
first Virtual Annual Ceremonial Review which took place on Saturday afternoon, 6 June 2020, on the ZOOM 
platform.  The virtual ACR was necessitated by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic (COVID-19) and the 
continuing inherent risks of public gatherings.  The Reviewing Officer was the Honorary Colonel of the 
Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, who, in the course of his address, complimented the Cadets, the Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Jim Barrett, and CIC Officers, the Support Committee, parents, civilian volunteers, 
the Regiment and the Regimental Association.  Numerous awards were announced with presentations 
expected to be made in the fall.  As part of the Honours and Awards segment, Colonel Hawthorne awarded 
his Honorary Colonel Commendation and Regimental Coin to Sergeant Harmannat Pabla.  The citation reads: 
 

“…in recognition of her leadership and dedication to her duties, 
her continued contribution to the Community, and her willingness 
to step forward to help whenever called upon.  She is a credit to the 
Army Cadet Program and the good name of the Regiment.”  

 
The virtual ACR was well attended by Cadets, CIC Officers, parents and volunteers as well as a large number 
of special guests, including the Member of Parliament for Surrey Centre, Randeep Sarai, the Commanding 
Officer of the Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay, who spoke to the Cadets at the conclusion of the 
ACR, Major Derek Gee, RCSU (Pacific), Gayle Hawthorne, President of the Regimental Association, Roger 
Prouse, Director-at-Large- Cadets, Louise Prouse, B.C. Representative for Honours and Awards of The Army 
Cadet League of Canada, Lakhjit Sarang, Chairman of the Support Committee, Tony Moore, RCL, Whalley 
Branch, and Celine Gee and Martin Hilmer, directors of The Army Cadet League of Canada-BC Branch.  
  
Congratulations 3300 BCR Cadets and well done!    
 
Up the Dukes! 
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CHACKO & LIZE SIMON SCHOLARSHIP FUND (“SIMON TRUST”) 
2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HPLAW 
12 JUNE 2020 

 
The Simon Trust held its 2020 Annual General Meeting in the late morning of Friday, 12 June 2020 and 
reported another very successful year of operations.  The Simon Trust provides significant financial assistance 
by awarding numerous scholarships to those demonstrating financial need while achieving high academic 
standards.  Appointments to the Executive Committee for the ensuing year were as follows: 
 

Chairman of the Board and President  - Ted Hawthorne 
Vice President     - Lize Simon 
Treasurer      - Margaret Harris 
Secretary      - Gayle Hawthorne 

 

 

The Simon Trust continues to be a strong 
supporter of The B.C. Regiment (DCO) 
through the Annual Bursary Program of 
The BC Regiment (DCO) Association 
Charitable Trust.  In addition, the Simon 
Trust has supported the European 
Battlefield Studies Program benefitting 
serving members of the Regiment. 
 
Congratulations to the Simon Trust for their 
exemplary work! 
 

 
 

2381 BCR (IRISH FUSILIERS) RCACC – 58TH ANNUAL CEREMONIAL REVIEW (1ST VIRTUAL 
ANNUAL CEREMONIAL REVIEW) 

13 JUNE 2020 
By Capt. Michael Azzano 

 

 
In the afternoon of 13 June 2020, cadets from 2381 BCR (Irish Fusiliers) Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps 
celebrated their 58th Annual Ceremonial Review, with Honourary Colonel Ted Hawthorne as the reviewing 
officer of this ‘virtual parade’. Unlike many of the other BCR-affiliated cadet corps, 2381 BCR ran their ACR 
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as a pre-recorded video, as opposed to a Zoom Conference. All the cadets had been contacted via their 
section commanders and participated virtually on their own time. 
 

The platform being set up on Facebook and being 
pre-recorded, none of the cadets had been made 
aware of any presentations that were to be made. 
They knew the standard presentations of ‘Top Star 
Level’ and ‘Most Improved’ would occur, but they 
enjoyed the excitement of finding out in real time 
with everyone else who tuned in from home. The 
cadets, parents and staff also enjoyed being joined 
by our Member of Parliament for Richmond Centre, 
The Honourable Alice Wong, M.P., as well as 
Richmond-Steveston MLA John Yap, and 

Richmond City Councilors Chak Au and Bill McNulty as they all joined to congratulate the cadets for 
successfully completing another training year, despite the pause due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
While the video was initially broadcast as a live event, I invite everyone to come to the 2381 BCR (Irish 
Fusiliers) RCACC Facebook Page ( fb.com/2381armycadets ) and view that, and all of our other content on 
there. We hope to engage everyone on there throughout the summer as we launch our Cadet Summer 
Challenge on 28 June 2020! Up the Dukes 
 

2472 15th FIELD RCACC  
ZOOM PLATFORM 

16 JUNE 2020 
 

Congratulations to the Incoming Commanding 
Officer of 2472 15th Field RCACC, Captain Kirk 
Wesley, and a sincere thank you to the Outgoing 
Commanding Officer, Captain Gord Barrett, for 
his service and commitment to the Unit during 
his period of command. A Change of Command 
Ceremony was held at 7:00pm on 16 June 2020 
and was published on the ZOOM Platform.  
Lieutenant-Colonel Jim Barrett presided as the 
“Reviewing Officer” for the ceremony.   
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B.C. COUNCIL OF HONORARIES 
ZOOM PLATFORM 

17 JUNE 2020 
 

 

A very full meeting of the BC Council of Honoraries, 
featuring the Commander of 39 Cdn Brigade Group, 
Colonel Paul Ursich, was held in the late afternoon 
of Thursday, 17 June 2020 on the ZOOM Platform.  
The thorough briefing by the Commander included 
updates on Op Laser, Op LENTUS, Full Time 
Summer Employment for Reservists, Unit Budgets 
and a Question & Answer session. The briefing was 
followed by an Employment Assistance Component 
for Reservists presented by HLCol Tom Newell and 
Nadine Cape and a Wrap Up.  
 
Many thanks to the Commander for the thorough 
briefing and for taking this extra time out of such a 
busy schedule! 
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THREE DUKES GRADUATE FROM THE   
JOINT COMMAND AND STAFF PROGRAMME (“JCSP”) 

FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2020 
 

By: Major Adam “So Happy This is Over” McLeod, CD 
 
If you ever want to witness pure joy, merely watch the face of a senior officer as they hit “send” to submit their 
last JCSP assignment.   
 
Majors Greg McCullough, Vince Virk, and Adam McLeod are all excited to have recently graduated from the 
Joint Command and Staff Programme (JCSP), a grueling two-year long graduate-level program offered to 
senior Army, Navy, Air Force and CANSOFCOM officers of the CAF, and select allied nations. 
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This year, there were 82 officers (Reg Force and Reserve, CAF and Foreign, from all branches) enrolled on 
JCSP.  Of those, only four were Army officers from Western Canada, and three of those were BCRs.  This 
led to the first ever BCR syndicate of JCSP, with the three of us rounded out by Maj Damian Haworth (RCAF), 
Bde Surgeon for 1 CMBG. 
 
The aim of the JCSP is to prepare selected senior officers of the Defence Team for command and staff 
appointments in the contemporary operating environment across the continuum of operations in national and 
international settings.   The curriculum for JCSP emphasizes military operations and operational planning, the 
study of leadership and command, and an understanding of the context of defence through national and 
international studies. It allows students to develop a more in-depth understanding of these broad themes 
through the introduction of three streams of minor curricula: Advanced Joint Warfighting Studies, Institutional 
Policy Studies, and Defence and Security Studies.  (All three BCRs elected to take the Advanced Joint 
Warfighting Studies stream) 
 
Practically speaking, JCSP amounted to approximately 100 pages of reading per week (approximately 8000 
pages of reading over two years), and one written assignment per week, as well as numerous papers 
(approximately 300-350 pages of written work).  The capstone papers of the three distinguished graduates 
are: 
 

- “Russia in Ukraine and Syria – Proving Ground for a Revitalized Military” (McCullough) 
 

- “Blade Runner as Non-Fiction - Hybrid Warfare as a Misnomer, and Corporate Dystopia as a 
Historical Norm” (McLeod) 
 

- “Linear Process Nonlinear Systems a Dilemma of Hybrid Systems of Conflict” (Virk) 
 
On an unrelated note, we offer our congratulations to Maj Adam Brown, and Capt Manj Vinning who are 
looking forward to beginning their first year shortly.  We understand that Manj is currently seeking a waiver 
so he can start JCSP while in his current rank!  They have a lot to look forward to (a “lot” as in “volume of 
work”). 
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A BRITISH COLUMBIA REGIMENTAL WEDDING 
By: LCol (Ret’d) Archie M. Steacy, CD 

 

 

2/Lieutenant Peter Barton Kilby and Barbara Frances Stobbs 
were married on 2 April 1956, at St. Andrew United Church, in 
Mission B.C.  In the photo, the happy couple and wedding party 
are leaving the church, passing under the swords held high by 
Peter's fellow Regimental officers; 
 
The bride, Barbara Kilby and the groom, 2/Lieutenant Peter 
Kilby, Maid of Honour, Mrs. Ruth McDairmid (Stobbs) and Best 
Man, Lieutenant Archie Steacy, Bridesmaid, unknown and 
2/Lieutenant John Hall; 
 
Ushers: Lieutenant Tom Reid and Lieutenant Keith Robertson; 

 
Guards:  
Left file, Lieutenant Keith Irvine, unknown, unknown; and 
Right file, Captain Garth Colbeck, unknown, Lieutenant Cedric 
Hackett. 
 
In 2006, Peter and Barbara held their 50th wedding anniversary 
with family and friends in Salmon Arm. It was a delightful, 
heartwarming celebration. 
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I first met Peter when he joined the Regiment in 1953 and we became good friends over a short period of 
time, until his untimely passing on 7 July 2020. My last visit with Peter was when he was hospitalized in 2018. 
Lynda and I drove to Salmon Arm to show our love and admiration to a very special friend. 
 
Years ago, Peter advised me his Dad knew my Dad from World War I, while they were serving in the Royal 
Flying Corps ...6 degrees of separation, eh! 
 
Peter Barton Kilby was a son, brother, husband, father, uncle, soldier, teacher, gentleman, a true friend and 
an inspiration to all he met. His character and memory will always be in my heart. 
 

THE PASSING OF PETER KILBY, A FAMILY MESSAGE  
FROM ELIZABETH AND ACTON 

Dear family and friends, 
 
It is with great sadness that we write to let you know that our father, Peter Kilby, passed away quietly in his sleep 
on the morning of 7 July 2020. 
Many of you were aware of his health challenges these past few years, and that his Parkinson’s had made the 
last few months a true challenge for him. However, we ask that this not be the image that rests in your thoughts.  
He had a remarkable life that was filled with adventure, joy, challenges and accomplishments. 
• As a teacher he touched thousands of lives and made a difference for so many young people at critical 
junctures in their lives.  
• As a military member, he served Canada with distinction and was a proud and dedicated member of the 
Armed Forces which benefitted from his service and commitment.  
• As an active member of Salmon Arm’s broader community, he enhanced local programs, committed 
himself to efforts to improve the community and made a difference.  
• As a husband he was devoted and loving and, along with Barbara, set an example of how to live a 
marriage as a partnership for these past 64 years.  
• As a friend he committed himself to each person and always made the effort to ensure that the 
relationship inspired discussion, fostered growth and that the person knew they could count upon him. 
We were thankful that Mom was able to visit him in the days before his death. It was so wonderful to know that 
even in these strange COVID shaped times, they could spend some time together.  
As Elizabeth and I reflect upon our father and the loss of a great man who has inspired us throughout our lives; 
we are also thinking of you, the friends and family who so enriched his life. We would like to thank you for having 
contributed to Dad’s life-mosaic for it is a work of art. In him we could see all of you, and we know that you can 
see a bit of him in yourselves. With a twinkle in his eye, and a wry smile, he had a remarkable ability to truly 
engage another person in conversation and make them feel valued and that their voice was being heard. 
Mom is well and we are so lucky she is supported by the great staff at Shuswap Lodge and a circle of friends that 
make her feel welcome and happy. 
We will post an obituary through Bowers Funeral Service in Salmon Arm at: 
https://bowersfuneralservice.com/obituaries 
Dad will be cremated and his ashes scattered at a later date, also, due to the current COVID situation, we have 
decided that a memorial service will be held at a time to be determined. Once known, information will be provided 
in order to ensure all those wishing to share stories and remember his life may be included.  
In lieu of flowers or gifts we ask that donations be made in his name to the charity that Marion Kilby volunteers at 
which is the North Okanagan – Shuswap Brain Injury Society (NOSBIS). Their website is https://nosbis.ca  The 
‘Donate Today’ button at the top of the page. 
Please feel free to share this email as you seen needed. We know Mom and Dad’s network was expansive and 
touched many great people. We are sorry that we may have missed some of you, but hope that this message 
gets to you through others. 
Much love to all, and thanks again for making our Father’s life the most wonderful journey one could have hoped for 
  
Elizabeth and Acton 
 
Happiness is a choice. 
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THE PASSING OF A DUKE: PETER B. KILBY 
7 JULY 2020 

By:  His long-time friend Jim Stanton 
 

 
BGen (Ret’d) Peter Barton KiIby, BA, MA, CD 

 
Peter B. KiIby passed away on 7 July 2020 in Salmon Arm, 
BC, from complications due to Parkinson’s.  
 
The Kilby family is well known in BC; their family home and 
store are a provincial heritage site at Harrison Mills. Peter 
was born in Vancouver on 17 October 1933. 

 
 

Peter at Kilby Store, 1940, you can see  
where his life-long love of horses began. 

 
 

 

Peter enlisted in the Royal New Westminster Regiment as a private in 
1951. In 1953 he transferred to The BC Regiment (DCO) and earned 
his commission as an armored corps officer. Five years later he joined 
the Canadian Army (Regular), Royal Canadian Corps of Signals, and 
was assigned as the Signals Officer to the Royal Canadian Regiment 
in London, ON. 
 
In 1963, he took his release from the Regular Army and returned to 
BC where he began his teaching career and immediately rejoined The 
BC Regiment (DCO), serving as a Squadron Commander, Adjutant 
and Deputy Commanding Officer.  
 
Captain Kilby, BC Regiment, 1970. 

 
In 1971, the Kilbys moved to Salmon Arm where Peter taught for more than 30 years. His wife Barbara was 
a school librarian. In 1973, Peter was asked to take over Command of the Rocky Mountain Rangers (R M 
Rang), a position he occupied until he was appointed Deputy Commander Militia Area (Pacific.) From 1984-
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1988 he served variously as Commander 6 Brigade and Area Commander Militia Area (Pacific). He was 
appointed Brigadier General in 1988. He then transferred to Supplementary Reserve shortly thereafter. 
 
In 1990, Peter was appointed Honorary Colonel of the Rocky Mountain Rangers. He maintained close contact 
with the eight army cadet corps that are affiliated to the R M Rang.  
 

 
Col Kilby, Ready to Serve. 

 
Hon. Col. Kilby inspects army cadets. 

 
Peter was active in the community as a member of Rotary International and Salmon Arm Probus Club. 
 
In 1998, wild land fires raged in BC and Salmon Arm was one of the communities affected. Peter was asked 
by Salmon Arm’s Mayor to help create an emergency plan for the town in the event of evacuation. In short 
order, Peter swung into action and brought his years of military planning skills into play. The model he 
developed now serves as the template for community evacuation in BC. Talk about a legacy.  
 
The 1998 fire bypassed Salmon Arm but roared through the Falkland, Deep Creek/Armstrong area. When the 
largest evacuation in the province’s history had been carried out, there was no looting, no break ins, and no 
loss of life. It was a well-run operation. 
 

 

 
Peter is remembered fondly by the thousands of students he 
taught in school. Shortly after his arrival in Salmon Arm he was 
appointed Principal of his school. He only occupied that 
position for one full year and went back to teaching because he 
loved working directly with children. 
 
Peter is survived by his wife Barbara, his daughter Elizabeth, 
now retired from the high-tech sector and his son, Army 
Colonel, Acton Kilby soon to accept a posting to South Korea. 
 
Peter was a caring, compassionate, dedicate professional. He 
excelled at everything he did but never lost touch with his 
humanity. He was in the truest sense a Canadian patriot. Peter 
Kilby was 86 years old. He will be missed. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

51 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

52 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

53 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

54 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

55 

HONORARY CAPTAIN (NAVY), THE HONOURABLE JANET AUSTIN, OBC, LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

9 JULY 2020 

 
 
 

UNEF REMEMBRANCES FROM 1962/63 
By:  David Sproule 

July 2020 
 

This past weekend, I had an occasion to consult my journal from my time spent in the RCD Recce Squadron 
on our deployment to the Sinai Desert as part of Canada’s contribution to the UNEF. I remember it being a 
very busy year operationally, but it was busy in other ways as well. In May 1962, we completed the 90 days 
in the desert required to qualify for the UN medal which was a big deal because apart from the CO, the 2 i/c 
and SSM, all veterans of WW2,  it would remain our solitary award for many years. The parade was held in 
our squadron lines within Camp Rafah on May 21st and LGen PS Gyani of the Indian army and the UNEF 
Commander were the inspecting officers. On the 19th however, MGen FF Worthington CB, DSO, MC and 
bar, CD, Colonel-Commandant of the RCAC and Colonel EAC Amy OBE, DSO, MC, CD who at the time was 
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Director of Armour arrived from Canada. General Worthington was representing the Chief of General Staff for 
the Canada Day celebrations on May 19th. Explanation: Dominion Day was on July 1st but Canada Day was 
a day set aside within the force to recognize Canada’s contribution as all nations within the force had a national 
day. At the time Worthy was 73 and I was to be his ADC - such an honour. But to pile on activities, the CBC 
entertainment group was also present performing concerts throughout UNEF.  
 
General Worthington had a busy schedule as there were Canada Day celebrations for all Canadian units at 
the beach in Rafah with various sporting events and camel and donkey rides as well. Needless to say, our 
guests were good sports and participated fully. On another day, our CO, Major “Spike” Malone had organized 
a Bedouin dinner for the General out in the desert as well as organizing a TEWT on the various battles of 
Gaza in 1917 and later they laid wreathes on the graves of two RCAC soldiers in the Gaza Commonwealth 
cemetery; Trooper Allen, an RCD and Trooper Wiley, a Strathcona 
 

  
I love these photos of Worthy and Ned Amy fully relaxed among Canadian soldiers. 

 
 
The Canadian federal election was to be held on 
April 8, 1963 but being in the army far from 
home, we voted while deployed and I suspect it 
was in January ’63. The image to the right shows 
Canadian democracy in action as Trooper “Red” 
Hayes a member of my troop from New 
Brunswick, casts his vote while on patrol. The 
major on the left was a gunner and the DAAQMG 
at Canadian Base Units ME acting as the chief 
electoral officer and assisting sergeant was our 
squadron chief clerk, Sergeant Grant Griffin. 
One of my favourite photos from my time in the 
Sinai. 
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MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE VISIT  
THE DRILL HALL 

10 JULY 2020 
By: Major Greg McCullough, Military Assistant to the MND 

 
The Honourable Harjit. S. Sajjan, PC, OMM, MSM, CD, MP, the Minister of National Defence, a former BCR 
Commanding Officer, dropped by the Drill Hall for a quick visit. He is in Vancouver for a few weeks and took the 
chance to work out and visit with troops who happened to be working at the time. The MND chatted for a few 
minutes, answering questions and agreeing to a photo.  
 
He has been training for the upcoming Army Run and there are rumours of some sort of fitness competition with 
Major Virk...! 
 
Minister Sajjan will be returning to Ottawa after a short vacation with his family.  
 
The BCR family keeps in contact, even after moving on to other challenges in life.  
 
Up the Dukes! 
 

 
 

GENERAL JONATHAN VANCE, CDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

15 JULY 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a privilege to mark the VCDS transfer of 
authority today. The VCDS position demands 
absolute excellence. We see that in both LGen 
Lanthier, and LGen Rouleau. 
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LGen Lanthier, it has been an honour 
to serve alongside you. I wish you all 
the best in retirement. LGen Rouleau, 
BZ on your new appointment and 
welcome to the VCDS team. 
 
 

 
DUKES IN LATVIA 

OP REASSURANCE 
By:  Lt Samuel J. Serviss, Information Management Officer 
Enhanced Forward Presence Battle Group Latvia Roto 2001 

 
Op REASSURANCE is NATO’s mission in Central and Eastern Europe to assure our allies and deter 
aggression. The aim of the mission is to enhance NATO’s collective defensive, reinforce NATO’s commitment 
to Article 5, and reinforce to the world that an attack on one NATO member, is an attack on all. The British 
Columbia Regiment (DCO) has now had three members deploy over the mission’s 6 year history. Capt Ellis 
and MCpl Aliakbar both deployed with the Land Task Force back in 2017 when the Canadian contribution 
was still stationed in Poland, and I was the first BCR deployed with the new Enhanced Forward Presence 
Battle Group Latvia stationed in Camp Adazi, Latvia.  
 
As the Battle Groups Information Management Officer, I was responsible for ensuring information products 
were created, distributed, stored, and accessed in an efficient way. Working directly under the Chief of Staff, 
the position provided me with many great opportunities to see the Battle Group planning processes, as well 
as the execution. Comprised of 9 nations (Canada, Spain, Italy, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovenia, Slovakia, 
Montenegro, and Albania), the Battle Group had a diverse range of vehicles and weapons at its disposal. It 
was one thing to learn about foreign vehicles on course, but being able to crawl around both a BMP-2 and a 
BMP-2M, and speaking with the Slovakian crew, was a much better way of getting to learn the difference 
between the two.  
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At the beginning of the tour, we also had the opportunity to see Riga, the capital city of Latvia. Each Sunday, 
we would take a taxi or the base shuttle bus into the city to explore the old city that was founded some 800 
years ago. Despite the 2 drink maximum, we were still able to enjoy the local restaurants. Bike rentals allowed 
us the freedom to check out the Gulf of Riga during the one day of the week we had to ourselves, and the 
PSP kept us entertained with regular events to keep our minds off of work.  
 
Finishing up my rotation now in July, the tour has passed in the blink of an eye. But being deployed in the 
midst of a global pandemic is not an experience I’ll likely forget anytime soon. While the world was adopting 
force protection measures that saw many people working from home, our work here in Latvia (although it may 
have looked slightly different than before) carried on. Despite the continuation of our work, between the roving 
cleaning patrols, lines on the floor telling us where to stand, the cancelling of many of our largest exercises, 
the cancelling of our HLTA, and being confined to base, things were not normal. Despite the restrictions, the 
tour has been a great experience, and I will leave Latvia a much more developed and well-rounded junior 
officer. They say the best way to appreciate home is to spend some time away from it. I’ve never been prouder 
to be a Duke, and am very grateful to have had the opportunity to represent my Regiment on an operation for 
the first time. I can’t wait to rejoin my Regimental family in Canada, and Up The Dukes! 
 

  
 

  
 

WELCOME HOME LIEUTENANT SAM SERVISS! 
OP REASSURANCE IN LATVIA 

17 JULY 2020 
 

The “BCR Welcoming Committee”, consisting of the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay, 
Corporal Hothi and Trooper John, welcomed home Lieutenant Sam Service from his operational tour in Latvia on 
Friday morning at YVR. 
 
According to the DND Mission Summary: 
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“In 2016, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) agreed to enhance its military presence in the 
eastern part of the Alliance to deter and defend against potential adversaries. As part of these efforts, 
NATO established three distinct deterrence and defence missions. Operation REASSURANCE is 
Canada’s contribution to these missions. 
 
Canada’s participation in NATO’s deterrence and defence efforts in Europe contributes to European 
security, stability, and prosperity. Canada’s contributions also reinforce our commitment to the rules-based 
international order, demonstrate our transatlantic solidarity, and highlight our active leadership in the 
Alliance.” 
 

Congratulations on a successful tour and welcome home Lieutenant Serviss! 
 
Up the Dukes! 
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CHANGE OF APPOINTMENT 
COLONEL-IN-CHIEF - THE RIFLES 

22 JULY 2020 
By: Romano Acconci 

 
The alliance of the BCR and The Rifles is now 120 years old. The original alliance was formed with The Rifle 
Brigade. Almost 60 years later, the The Rifle Brigade was amalgamated to form The Royal Green Jackets, 
and in 2007 further amalgamations led to the current regiment – The Rifles.  Within The Rifles it is known that 
the 4th Bn spiritually represents a direct link to the 1st Bn, The Rifle Brigade! 
 
The BCR continued the alliance through these changes and the ‘Rifles’ tradition continues to be one of the 
strongest threads in the Regiment’s historical consciousness and in its ceremonial context. As yet, the 
Regiment has had only one Colonel-in-Chief, that being HRH Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught. 
 

 
HRH The Duchess of Cornwall – Colonel-in-Chief – The Rifles.  Credit: Jeff Pugh 

 
The Rifles and their forming and antecedent regiments have always had Colonels-in-Chief, and on 22 July 
2020, HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh stepped down from the appointment of Colonel-in-Chief of The 
Rifles after many years of dedicated service dating back to The Royal Green Jackets. The new Colonel-in-
Chief of The Rifles is HRH The Duchess of Cornwall. The duchess is the wife of HRH Prince Charles, Prince 
of Wales. 

 
 
Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne has conveyed the Regiment’s best wishes to The Rifles on the appointment 
of their new Colonel-in-Chief. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
COLONEL PETER W. BELL, CD 

24 JULY 2020 
 

 

We are most pleased to announce the promtion of Colonel Peter 
Bell, CD to his current rank by Major-General Steve M. Cadden, 
Commander, Canadian Army Doctrine and Training Centre, this 
afternoon via Microsoft Team while Lindsay did the honours of 
putting on the new Slip On Rank Insignia. 
 
On July 16th last,  CRES reported as follows: 
 

“I am pleased to announce that that the CDS has 
approved the appointment of Colonel Peter Bell, currently 
with CADTC, as the new Regional Liaison Officer for 
Ontario, replacing Capt (N) Matt Davies who will be 
retiring. The handover is expected on 01 September 
2020.” 

 
Accordingly, Colonel Bell is now in the process of transitioning 
into his new position with the Canadian Forces Liaison Coucil.  

 
Congratulations Colonel Bell on your promotion and our very best wishes on your new appointment! 
 
Up the Dukes! 
 
Editor’s Note:  Colonel Bell was the Commanding Officer of the Regiment from 2005 to 2008. 
 
 

KOREAN WAR VETERANS DAY  
AMBASSADOR OF PEACE KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL 

CENTRAL PARK, BURNABY 
27 JULY 2020 

 
The Korean War Veterans Day marking the 67th 
Anniversary of the Korean War Armistice was 
observed on the afternoon of Monday, 27 July 
2020, at the Ambassador of Peace Memorial in 
Central Park in Burnaby by the Honorary Colonel 
of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, who placed a 
Regimental Wreath at the Memorial to honour the 
service and sacrifice of our soldiers. 
  
We will remember them! 
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U.S. CONSUL GENERAL D. BRENT HARDT 
 

 

Ambassador D. Brent Hardt, Ph.D. is a career Senior Foreign Service 
Officer with over 30 years experience in the Western Hemisphere, 
Europe, and Political-Military assignments.   
 
As Consul General, he will lead U.S. Consulate General Vancouver 
beginning in August, 2020.  
 
Prior to his arrival in Vancouver, he served as the Senior State 
Department Faculty Advisor at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, 
Rhode Island.  From 2017 to 2018 he served as Chargé d'Affaires, a.i. at 
the U.S. Embassy in Paris, France.  From 2014-17, he served as Foreign 
Policy Advisor (POLAD) to the Commander of U.S. Central Command 
and U.S. Special Operations Command.  He was Ambassador to the 
Cooperative Republic of Guyana and U.S. Representative to the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) from 2011-14.   

 
His other assignments include Chargé d'Affaires at the U.S. Embassy to Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean 
from 2009-2011, and Deputy Chief of Mission and Chargé d'Affaires at U.S. Embassies in The Bahamas (2005-
2008) and the Holy See in Rome (2002-2005).   
 
Ambassador Hardt joined the U.S. Foreign Service in 1988, serving in Berlin, The Hague, and the Caribbean.  In 
the Netherlands he participated as an exchange diplomat within the Dutch Ministries of Foreign Affairs and 
Defense.  In Washington, he served as Team Leader for NATO Policy in the State Department’s Office of European 
Political and Security Affairs, responsible for issues of NATO enlargement, NATO-Russia, NATO-Ukraine and 
European Security and Defense Policy.   
 
Ambassador Hardt has received various Department of State awards, including Senior Performance Awards, the 
Director General's Award for Reporting, five Superior Honor Awards, and three Meritorious Honor Awards.  He 
also received the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Joint Meritorious Civilian Service Award and the U.S. Special 
Operations Command Distinguished Civilian Service Award.  He earned a Bachelor's degree in History from Yale 
University, and Master's and Doctorate degrees from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University.  He has published numerous articles on U.S. foreign policy, and speaks Italian, Dutch, German and 
French. 
 

9 AUGUST 1944 – HILL 140 OBSERVANCE 
 

 

Fellow Dukes, 
 
Today we remember the service and sacrifice of all members of the 
28th Canadian Armoured Regiment (The British Columbia 
Regiment) CAC and the Algonquin Regiment on this very special 
day in the history of both Regiments. 
 
“At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember 
them”. 
 
Up the Dukes! 
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CEREMONY OF REMEMBRANCE 
SAINT JULIEN SQUARE, VANCOUVER 

76TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF NORMANDY AT HILL 140 AND  
THE OFFICIAL DEDICATION OF THE SAINT JULIEN SQUARE DIRECTORY SIGNAGE  

9 AUGUST 2020  
By:  LCol (Ret’d) David Sproule, CD 

 
There were 18 in total, members of the Regimental Association, spouses and friends and RSM Tony Harris, 
gathered on Sunday, August 9th at 10:30 hrs at St. Julien Square. The day marked the 76th anniversary of the 
Battle of Hill 140 and as we did in 2019, we came together to remember the sacrifice of so many officers and 
men of 28th Armoured Regiment along with the loss of many tanks on that fateful day.  
 
Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne welcomed the attendees and then asked LCol (ret’d) Dave Sproule, acting 
as MC, to start the proceedings. LCol Sproule read the dedication address offered by LCol (ret’d) Archie 
Steacy which he had read at a ceremony at the memorial at the BCR/ Algonquin Regiment Memorial located 
on Hill 111 in Normandy on May 8, 1999. The address basically encapsulated the events of that cruel day 
that set the stage for the re-enforcement and reequipping of the Regiment and provided the resolve to carry 
on and win the war. LCol Sproule also made reference to the public art in the Square depicting the table 
where Mary Augustus wrote the many letters to her husband and the trunk of Major Lloyd Augustus serving 
with the Regiment. They exchanged hundreds of letters during the course of the war. Many of the soldiers 
killed on the Hill wrote their last letters home before going into battle and we can only imagine the anxiety and 
widespread grief experienced by so many family members and friends at home in Canada.  
 
LCol Sproule then asked Archie Steacy to speak about the Square prior to unveiling of the new sign which 
will provide context to all those wanting to know about the Square and its public art. The group moved to the 
side where the sign is located by the Drill Hall and Archie asked Honorary-Colonel Hawthorne and LCol 
Sproule to unveil the sign. Everyone agreed that the sign was overdue. In addition to explaining the public 
art, the sign mentions the commemorative benches remembering the five VC winners from WW1, it displays 
the image of the “Wait for me, Daddy” moment in our history and it features the badges of our perpetuated 
battalions. All agreed that Archie has done a great service to Regimental family in creating the sign and with 
the help of son Shane and 2Lt Scott Hamilton installed the sign in its sturdy location.  
 
The group then reassembled in a physically distanced horseshoe centred around the sculpture and Scott 
Hamilton read “The Act of Remembrance” followed by Bugle-Major Chris Ahern playing the “Last Post” 
followed by two minutes of silence and “Rouse.” Gayle Hawthorne, representing the Association then laid a 
wreath at the sculpture of Lloyd Augustus’ trunk and was assisted by her husband and RSM Tony Harris.  
 
Honorary-Colonel Hawthorne then thanked everyone for attending stressing the importance of remembering 
August 9th as an important day in our history and one that we must continue to honour and remember. We 
were then dismissed and enjoyed coffee and Tim-Bits thanks to Gayle and Linda Steacy.  
 
“Up the Dukes” 
 
Editor’s Note:  Thank you to the Regimental Association for stringently observing the COVID-19 Protocols, 
for providing the snacks and beverages, and for supporting the new Directory Signage Project by paying for 
any and all construction costs through the Charitable Trust. 
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SAINT JULIEN SQUARE 
DIRECTORY SIGNAGE 

9 AUGUST 2020 
By: LCol (Ret’d) Archie M. Steacy, CD, President Emeritus of the Regimental Association 

 
A statement regarding the reason why signage was initiated...four people observed reading the Major Lloyd 
Augustus's letter to his wife Mary, threw up their arms, shook their heads and walked off; a total lack of 
understanding. It dawned on me that an explanation for St. Julien Square was required. I wrote a statement, 
presented it to the COs Committee, receiving their support. LCol David Sproule, CD (Ret'd) volunteered to 
assist. We discussed and agreed on the wording, Regimental connection and the sign's size. 
 
I contacted Eminent Signs, in North Vancouver, who are able to print large signs and bond same to a steel 
backing. To mount the sign, a western red cedar frame with a 1" wide by 3/4" deep dado was constructed to 
securely hold the sign, metal backing glued to a 3/4' plywood backing and a 1/8" acrylic (plexiglass) sheet. 
The acrylic sheet protects the signage from graffiti, etc. A seam of 35-year silicone, applied to both sides, the 
horizontal base member and the two vertical side members, protects the sign from rainwater seeping into the 
dado. All members are fastened with 3-1/2" brass screws.  The sign framing can be disassembled if damage 
repair is required. 
 
The supporting members for the sign consist of two 4" x 4" western red cedar posts, each embed in a 24" x 
24" x 13" spread footing, each filled with 175 kgs (385 pounds) of concrete. A roof with silver standing seam 
steel planks protects the sign from inclement weather. The gable ends each display an 8" BCR (DCO) cap 
badge replica. The supporting posts, framing for the sign and the roof gable ends and the soffit are painted a 
very dark Green. 
 
I wish to express my sincere thanks to Col Sproule for his unstinting support, and my son Shane Steacy and 
2/Lieutenant Scott Hamilton for their assistance in procuring materials, installation (mixing concrete) of the 
supporting posts, construction of the roof and installing the sign. I constructed the sign framing, roof and 
applied the paint!!!!! 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

The photos below are courtesy of Bill Diamond, Tony Harris, Jean Claude and Ted Hawthorne. 
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HONORARY COLONEL A VALUED FRIEND OF RUSI VANCOUVER 
SAINT JULIEN SQUARE 

9 AUGUST 2020 
By:  Cam Cathcart 

 

 

On numerous occasions during the past number of years Ted 
Hawthorne swaps his BC Regiment beret for his lawyer’s cap to 
assist Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Society (aka 
RUSI Vancouver). He is present at Annual and General Meetings, 
files required documentation under the Societies Act of BC, and 
generally guides and advises the RUSI Board of Directors when 
necessary. In 2010, he helped guide RUSI Vancouver through the 
process of rewriting its constitution and Bylaws and registering the 
Society under the BC Societies Act.  For his contributions at that 
time, Ted Hawthorne was appointed Special Counsel to RUSI 
Vancouver in 2011 and more recently was presented with a RUSI 
badge plaque by an appreciative membership. This past month 
Honorary Colonel Hawthorne was again helpful with RUSI 
Vancouver’s administrative affairs. To show its continuing 
appreciation, Col Ted was presented with a bottle of Glenlivet 12-
year old malt Scotch whiskey by Cam Cathcart, President of RUSI 
Vancouver, on behalf of its members. He graciously accepted the 
whiskey, which took place following the 76th Anniversary 
Commemoration of the 28th Armoured Regiment (The BC 
Regiment) at Hill 140, on 9 August at St. Julien Square in 
Vancouver.  
 

Hon Col Ted Hawthorne receives a gift of Glenlivet 12-Year old Malt Whiskey from Cam Cathcart, President 
of RUSI Vancouver, following the 76th Anniversary Commemoration of the 28th Armoured Regiment, Hill 140, 
on 9 August at St. Julien Square.  Photo by Bill Diamond. 

 



 
 
 
 

70  



 
 
 
 

71 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

72 

 
 

 
REMEMBERING THE 103RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF HILL 70 AND THE 75TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II 
SAINT JULIEN SQUARE, VANCOUVER 

15 AUGUST 2020 
 
The service and sacrifice of our fellow Dukes were remembered at a brief ceremony held at Saint Julien 
Square on the occasion of the 103rd Anniversary of the Battle of Hill 70 (7, 29 and 102 Bns CEF) and the 
75th Anniversary of the end of World War II (28th Armoured Regiment (BCR).   A Regimental Wreath was 
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placed on behalf of the Regiment and the Regimental Family at the Memorial in St Julien Square by the 
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne.  
 

They shall not grow old as we who are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
We will remember them. 

 
Up the Dukes! 
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REGIMENTAL FAMILY DAY 
SHILOH HILL ESTATE, MISSION, B.C. 

29 AUGUST 2020 
 

 
 
The annual Regimental Family Day was celebrated in fine form at Shiloh Hill Estate in Mission by the gracious 
invitation of the owners, William and Dolores McCarthy.  Shiloh Hill overlooks Hatzic Lake and faces towards 
the Benedictine Monastery, Westminster Abbey.  As our readers will recall, the Estate was the sight of the 
Official Dedication on 12 July 2019 of The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) LAV III Monument to Canada’s 
Afghanistan Mission 2001 to 2014.  The Monument honours the 40,000 Canadian Armed Forces personnel 
who served and the 162 Canadians who died in the fight to bring peace and freedom to the people of 
Afghanistan.  Nearly 100 members of the Regiment served in this conflict.  Bill is a good friend of the Regiment 
and serves as a Trustee on The BC Regiment (DCO) Association Charitable Trust and is a great supporter 
of the annual Christmas Luncheon and Fundraiser.  
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The event started mid morning and continued into mid afternoon on a beautiful sunny Saturday.  COVID-19 
Protocols were observed at all times. 
 
The relaxed and flexible program of the day included an initial reception and greeting in the open-air social 
area and a scrumptious array of food and sweets served at the Buffet Lunch Service Table adjacent to the 
Social Area.  Our Host introduced Master Chef Greg of Restaurant 62 Catering who provided a 
comprehensive report on the day’s culinary treats.  The luncheon was followed by the  presentation of a 
Certificate of Appreciation and a Command Team Coin by the CO, LCol Paul Lindsay, and RSM, CWO Tony 
Harris, to Bill McCarthy in recognition of his “outstanding dedication, service and commitment to the Regiment 
and the entire Regimental Family, all in furtherance of the good name of the Regiment.”  The presentation 
was followed by an introduction to Shiloh Hill Estate and brief history of the development of the site by our 
Host.  The Estate includes a small Museum, many Flower Gardens, an Apiary (Bee Farm), a Soccer Field, a 
Mini Golf Course, a Barn/Workshop, numerous displays of BCR and military memorabilia and a large 
Recreational Area.  A comprehensive personal tour of the Estate was conducted by Bill. 
 
Also in attendance, were the 2IC, Major Vincent Virk, Honorary Colonels of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne 
and Farid Rohani, Band Governor, Honorary Colonel (39 CER), Bill Diamond, Regimental Association Vice 
President, Major Jim Barrett and many spouses and children of the Members. 
 
Congratulations and thank you to our good friend and colleague Bill McCarthy for hosting such an 
extraordinary event.  It was a great day for our soldiers and their families. 
 
Up the Dukes! 
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BCR FAMILY DAY 
SHILOH HILL ESTATE 

29 AUGUST 2020 
Submitted by:  Sgt. Joe J. Chu, CD 

 
The Regiment held the first annual summer Family Day event on Saturday, 29 August 2020, at the Shiloh Hill 
Estate of Mr William (Bill) McCarthy. As expected, the attendance was light, but the weather cooperated, and 
we had a great time with those who made it out. 
 
The drive there was long, but worth it, as the property is spectacular. There is a 9-hole “pitch-and-putt” course 
throughout the estate, while there are several antique military vehicles (featuring a LAV III monument) on 
display off of the pathway closest to the road. The miniature museum close to the monuments is very 
interesting. There are a lot of “personal touches” to the collection of items placed throughout the property, 
while the landscaping is top notch. Just beautiful. 
 
The event was catered by “Fraser Valley’s #1 Farm to Table Restaurant,” Restaurant 62 from Abbotsford. 
There was a variety of delicious snacks, handheld meals and sweets that would have been the highlight of 
the day, if not for the spectacular property. 
 
In these times of “social distancing” it was a treat to see children from regimental families come together and 
have a good time with each other. The hope is that this can be a springboard towards more family day events 
to be held on an annual basis, when uncertainty due to the pandemic is a thing of the past. Thank you, Bill, 
and everyone that contributed to the organization of this event, as it was a great diversion during some rough 
times this year.  
 

  
 
 

BCR REGIMENTAL FAMILY DAY 2020 
Written by Captain A.H. Mullick - Regimental Development Group 

 
On August 29th the Regiment hosted a regimental family day at the Shiloh Hills Estate in Mission B.C. The 
impetus behind the occasion was to safely bring all current serving members, veterans and their families 
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together after having spent many months apart due to COVID-19. Blue skies and sunshine greeted Dukes on 
the day and what made the event more special was the opportunity to hold it in such auspicious surroundings. 
Shiloh Hills is located approximately 12 kilometers east of Mission, B.C. It occupies the high ground off of 
Sylvester Road with commanding views of Lake Hatzic and the surrounding area.  It is the private residence 
of William McCarthy, a former Duke and a long-standing friend of the Regiment.  
 
According to the owner, Shiloh Hills Estate is home to one of the largest catalogued private rose collections 
in Canada. This is a horticulturalist’s dream as it is also home to thousands of other unique plants and many 
breathtaking vistas.  
 

  
 
Shiloh Hills Estate has dedicated areas that are used to showcase various military memorabilia. Close to the 
festivities was a WWII Universal Troop carrier and an Army bulldozer used in building the Alaska Highway. 
 
Most significant to many of the Dukes present that day was LAV III monument symbolizing Canada’s mission 
in Afghanistan. 
 

  
 
The event started with Mr McCarthy “christening the ground” and giving the guests a general briefing about 
the estate. This was followed by a hearty lunch of sandwiches and snacks that were provided by a local 
caterer. After lunch, Bill took members on a tour of the various apiaries, gardens, the mini-golf course and the 
military sites. 
 



 
 
 
 

81 

Of note was the small museum dubbed “Fort McCarthy” which held some of the most interesting artifacts from 
the various wars and peacekeeping missions that Canada had participated in throughout history.  
 

  
 
Later in the day the Command Team presented Mr. McCarthy with a framed certificate and regimental coin 
to show the regiment’s appreciation and to honour Bill’s dedication to the Dukes.  
 
The Regiment also acknowledged the gracious contribution from B.C. Military Family Resource Centre. Their 
signage that was posted throughout the venue was a welcome reminder of the crucial role MFRC plays in 
providing support services to members of 39 Canadian Brigade Group and their families.  
 

  
 
Overall, the day was a success and the aim had been achieved. In the words of the Regimental 2i/C, “… we 
chose a venue and format that allowed us to finally come together and meet in a safe, relaxed and inclusive 
way.” The Regiment now looks forward to the next training year with the first bound being the Change of 
Command parade on September 20th. 
 
“Up the Dukes!” 
 

CO’S COMMITTEE & REGIMENTAL TRUST MEETINGS 
ZOOM PLATFORM 

9 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

The members of the Commanding Officer’s Committee and The BC Regiment (DCO),Trust held their 
meetings in the early evening of September 9th on the ZOOM Platform. The meetings were a great success 
with detailed reports presented by the Regimental Family (Honorary Colonel, Regimental Association, 
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Regimental Museum, Band Governor and Treasurer’s Report).  It was wonderful to see so many members 
“in attendance” during these difficult times and protracted absences from the Drill due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic. Highlights of the meetings were Colonel Paul Lindsay’s final CO’s Report, a very detailed and 
thorough report to the members, and the awarding of Honorary Colonel Commendations to Jerry Couling and 
Bill Ireland (on their retirement from the CO’s Committee) and Dave Sproule (on his retirement as Treasurer 
of the Trust) in recognition of their exemplary service to the CO’s Committee and the Trust. Congratulations 
gentlemen and thank you!  
 
The CO was roundly congratulated by all members for his strong leadership during his command!  Thank you, 
Colonel Paul and well done!! 
 
Up the Dukes! 
 

  
 

 
CO’S PARADE - STAND TO  

9 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
The Regimental Stand To Parade took place at the Drill Hall this evening with restricted numbers of members 
on Parade due to COVID-19 Protocols and many others “present virtually” by WebEx Platform. The program 
for the evening included an address by the Honorary Colonel, Ted Hawthorne, regarding The Duke, The 
BCR News, the highly successful Soldiers’ Bursary Program which will proceed notwithstanding any COVID-
19 issues, recognition of the Regimental Association and its Charitable Trust for their continuing support and 
a special presentation of the Order of Military Merit Commemoration Medallion to our very own Captain Huf 
Mullick, MMM, CD. The address was preceded by a busy administration night and followed by the CO’s 
Parade which included numerous promotions, medal presentations, trophy awards and the closing remarks 
of the CO, Colonel Paul Lindsay. 
 
A great start to the new training year. Well done all! 
 
Up the Dukes! 
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AWARD   TROPHY      2019-2020 
Top Crewman  LCol A.F Lungley Trophy     Cpl Lee 
Top Crew  BGen Arthur G. Chubb Trophy    MCpl Sloan 
Top Crew    " "      Cpl Chow 
Top Crew    " "      Tpr Luro 
Top Crew    " "      Cpl Boler 
Top Patrol   E Company Cup – Inter-Section Rifles   Sgt Canavan 
Top Patrol     " "      Cpl Chow 
Top Patrol     " "      MCpl Luro 
Top Patrol     " "      Cpl Boler 
Top Patrol     " "      MCpl Sloan 
Top Patrol     " "      Cpl Swanson 
             Pte Ulazewicz 
             Pte Bangar 
Top MCpl  Sgt Mark Salesse Drill Cane     MCpl Palmer 
Top Snr NCO  Sgt Pierangelo Dalmagro Trophy    Sgt Cobb 
Top Instructor  Pte Walter Stevenson Memorial Trophy  (Vimy MIA) 

Jr & Snr NCO Proficiency Award    MCpl Zhou 
Most Physically Fit Couture – Van Heerden Trophy and Roman Helmet  Sgt Therrien 
Top Shot  7th Bn Association – BCR – Most Efficient Rifleman Trophy Cpl Daniels 
 
 

2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC 
PRESENTATION TO THE HONORARY COLONEL 

AND 
CADET DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM PRESENTATION 

10 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
Prior to the commencement of the 100th Birthday Celebration for Agnes Keegan at the residence of Ted and 
Gayle Hawthorne, the Commanding Officer of 2290 BCR,  Captain Tony Liem, presented the Honorary 
Colonel with a beautiful Sigma Pen and a large framed poster size Presentation Plaque in recognition of 
Colonel Hawthorne’s ongoing support of the Cadet Corps and for being the Reviewing Officer at this year’s 
Annual Ceremonial Review held virtually on 28 May 2020 on the ZOOM Platform. 
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Colonel Hawthorne, Chairman of the Regimental Association Charitable Trust, along with Gayle Hawthorne, 
President of the Regimental Association, Roger Prouse, Director-at-Large (Cadets), and Louise Prouse, BC 
Rep for Honours and Awards of the Army Cadet League of Canada, presented the Commanding Officer with 
a cheque in the amount of $2,500.00 pursuant to the 2020 Cadet Development Program of the Association 
Charitable Trust. 
 
Congratulations all and Up the Dukes! 
 

 
 

 
 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY AGNES! 
“ROLL PAST”, CEREMONY AND RECEPTION  

GILES PLACE, BURNABY 
10 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
It was an extraordinary day all around for the celebration of the birth of our very dear friend, Agnes Keegan, 
who turned 100 years old today!  With clear skies and temperatures soaring to 30 degrees Celsius in the 
midafternoon, the program started with a Drive By or Roll Past on Giles Place (home of the hosts, Honorary 
Colonel Ted Hawthorne and Regimental Association President Gayle Hawthorne) by the many guests with 
plenty of fanfare and horn honking as they greeted Agnes as they drove by and Agnes happily took the salute 
in fine form in her chair, appropriately outfitted in her Crown, Sceptre and beautiful corsage for the occasion.  
Members of the Cadet Pipes & Drums Band marched smartly into the cul-de-sac and took their positions to 
play for Agnes and the many attendees as a tribute to their good friend and supporter on her “Big Day”.  The 
Master of Ceremonies, Association Vice President Jim Barrett, welcomed everyone to the Ceremony and 
introduced the speakers for the afternoon.  Patricia McMillan, Daughter of Agnes, provided a lively biography 
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of Agnes and “Set the Record Straight”!  Patricia was followed by Agnes’ Grandson Lorne who added greatly 
to the festivities.  President Gayle Hawthorne then greeted Agnes and presented her with a beautiful 
Scrapbook containing numerous anecdotal tributes by friends and cadets, memorable photographs marking 
the impact of Agnes’ many activities and numerous cards and congratulatory greetings. The Commanding 
Officer of 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC, Captain Liem, greeted Agnes and thanked her for the 40 years 
she has supported the Unit.  At this point in the program, shortly after 3:00pm, Agnes received two surprise 
telephone calls (Face Time) from the Minister of National Defence, the Honourable Harjit Sajjan, and the 
Deputy Minister of Veterans Affairs Canada, General (R) Walt Natynczyk.  It is an understatement to say that 
Agnes was so very thrilled with the calls!  The program continued with a wonderful tribute from Nyal Wilcox, 
Chair of the Support Committee of the Unit, followed by some very kind words from Agnes’ friend, driver and 
assistant, Chuck Davey. The concluding speaker for the afternoon was Colonel Hawthorne who welcomed 
everyone and conveyed greetings from the Command Team of the Regiment, the CO, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Paul Lindsay, the 2IC, Major Vincent Virk and the RSM, CWO Tony Harris.  The Honorary Colonel proceeded 
to present Congratulatory Letters, Certificates and/or Commendations from Senator Larry Campbell, Dan 
Davies, MLA, the CDS by twitter, General Jonathan Vance, the Commander of the Canadian Army, 
Lieutenant-General Wayne Eyre, the Commander of Maritime Pacific, Rear-Admiral Bob Auchterlonie, the 
Senior CAF Advisor to VAC, Lieutenant-General Steve Bowes, the Colonel Commandant of the RCAC, 
Colonel(R) Georges Rousseau, the Army Cadet League of Canada (National) with Medallion, the Army Cadet 
League of Canada (BC Division) and the Honorary Colonel’s Commendation.  
 
The MC delivered his Closing Remarks and invited the attendees to the Reception to be held in the back-yard 
poolside with COVID-19 Protocols in full force and effect. Sandwiches, snacks, birthday cupcakes and 
beverages were served by Gayle and Dominique Couling as everyone socialized in the very welcome shade, 
all socially distanced. 
 
Congratulations Agnes and thank you so very much for all you have done!! 
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Editor’s Note: A special thanks to the hosts of this wonderful event, Gayle and Ted Hawthorne, and to the 
many helpful friends in support, Jim and Patricia Barrett (set up and MC), Roger and Louise Prouse (set up 
and corsage for Agnes), Chuck Davey (food for reception), Doug, Zinat and Aidan Evans (podium and clean 
up), Bill Diamond, photographer par excellence, Troy and Catherine Hawthorne (set up for reception), 
Dominque McLaughlin and Michelle Hawthorne (creative signage by ReMAX).    
 

 
 

“Cpl Agnes Keegan of the 27th Lancaster company, 100 years young today! Happy birthday, Agnes.” 
Twitter – General Jonathan Vance, CDS – 10 September 2020 
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CAPTAIN ABDUL HAFEEZ MULLICK, MMM, CD 
PRESENTATION OF THE COMMEMORATIVE MEDALLION OF THE 

ORDER OF MILITARY MERIT 
12 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
Congratulations to Captain Huf Mullick, MMM, CD on receiving the Commemoration Medallion of the Order 
of Military Merit from the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, at the Drill Hall in the early 
afternoon of 12 September 2020.  The presentation was a follow up to the Award (by ZOOM) by the Honorary 
Colonel at the Stand To Parade on 9 September 2020.  The presentation was followed by the Officers’ Mess 
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photographs which were taken on Beatty Street in front of one of our TAPVs and in the Officers’ Mess.  All 
were appropriately masked up for the occasion. 
 
Up the Dukes! 
 

  
 

 
Photos Cakewalk Media Inc. 

 

MAJOR (RETIRED) B. DICKSON “DICK” GRADY, CD 
1928 to 2020 

By: Captain (Retired) Jerry Couling, CD 
 

 

Another “Duke”, friend and colleague has fallen. I received an email from James 
Grady on Tuesday that his father passed away on Saturday, 12 September 2020, 
at Point Grey Hospital. 
 
I first met Dick in 1963, shortly after I joined the Regiment, and had the good fortune 
of serving with him each Saturday morning. I believe Dick joined the Dukes in the 
early “50’s” after completing his officer’s training through the Canadian Officers 
Training Corps (“COTC”) while a student at UBC. 
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Dick and I reconnected in 2003/2004 through The 
BC Regiment (DCO) Museum Society, where we 
both served on its Board of Directors for several 
years. Dick became its Vice President in 2007 
while I was its Treasurer. As we both lived close by, 
we usually “ride shared” to Board meetings and 
other Museum and Association events. It was 
during these car rides that I got to know Dick and 
value his views on a variety of topics covering: the 
importance of family, travel – especially “cruises”, 
politics (these were always interesting as our party 
affiliations differed) – to name a few. As is the case 
with friends, our “rides” were never boring and the 
time shared, always too short.  
 
Rest well my friend. You are missed and will be 
remembered. 
 

 
[Photo taken May 2007 during a cub pack tour of the 

Drill Hall arranged by Dick through the Museum Society. 
Dick is at the far right and James (Dick’s son and  

cub pack leader) is at the far left.] 
 

MCPL KEVIN ZHOU 
LORD STRATHCONA’S HORSE (ROYAL CANADIANS) (“LdSH(RC)”) 

DIRECT FIRE INSTRUCTOR GUNNERY COURSE (“DFIG”) 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
14 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
MCpl Kevin Zhou attended the DFIG Course in Edmonton held by LdSH(RC) and then stayed on to instruct 
on the Remote Weapon System Course for the TAPV.  MCpl Zhou was recognized by the RSM of LdSH(RH), 
CWO Kevin King, who presented him with his Regimental Command Coin.  The citation, drafted by our 
OpsWO, WO Derek Murdoch, accompanied the presentation and stated as follows: 
 

"During the conduct of DFIG 0022 MCpl Zhou 
finished the course in the top percentile of his 
peers. During the course MCpl Zhou used his 
personal time to teach himself how to use the 
DRWS Instructor simulator. This allowed him to 
develop proper simulations for testing that were 
and will continue to be used by units within the 
Brigade and Division. MCpl Zhou also taught 
during the TAPV DRWS and often came in 
during evenings and weekends to provide extra 
instruction to his students. Due to his extra effort 
the students on the DRWS course received the 
maximum amount of instruction and were more 
prepared to fire on the live range." 

 
Congratulations MCpl Zhou and well done! 
 
Up the Dukes!  
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA REGIMENT (DUKE OF CONNAUGHT’S OWN) 
SERVING OFFICERS DINING OUT 
THE FALSE CREEK YACHT CLUB 

VANCOUVER, B.C. 
19 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
The Officers of the Regiment held a pre-Change of Command Dinner at The False Creek Yacht Club in 
Vancouver on Saturday evening.  It was a most relaxing and enjoyable evening complete with an excellent 
dinner, beautiful views of the harbour, outdoor patio facilities and great service.  The Regimental Toasts were 
duly given in fine form and the speeches were short and memorable and included brief remarks from the PMC 
“for life” Major Greg McCullough, the Outgoing Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay, and 
the Incoming Commanding Officer, Major Vince Virk, (to be promoted to LCol tomorrow afternoon before the 
Parade).  Colonel Lindsay acknowledged the great support of the Honoraries (Colonels Ted Hawthorne and 
Farid Rohani) and presented them each with a Command Coin. Further presentations were made by the 
Commanding Officer to the OpsO, Captain Andrew Tardiff, and the RSM, CWO Tony Harris, for their 
outstanding support during his command. 
 
The evening’s atmosphere was very collegial with a good time had by all.   
 
Well done PMC and thank you for a grand evening!   
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All photos thanks to our ever-reliable Honorary Colonel (39 CER) Bill Diamond!  Thanks Bill! 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE HONORARY COLONEL’S REGIMENTAL COIN 
WO2 (RET’D) GEORGE CHOW 

19 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

On Saturday afternoon, 19 September 2020, 
Edmund Wu and Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne 
paid a visit to our good friend and colleague George 
Chow who is in hospital and on the mend after a fall 
at home where he broke his left hip. George is in 
very good spirits and doing well. Colonel Hawthorne 
presented his Honorary Colonel Regimental Coin to 
George in recognition of his outstanding community 
service and extraordinary service to our veterans. As 
most are aware, George is a WWII Veteran and 
fought in Europe with the RCA. Needless to say, 
George was delighted to receive the coin and 
conveyed to all of his friends his very best wishes.  
 
Congratulations George and Ubique!! 
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BCR PERPETUATED WWI BATTALIONS COMMEMORATION PARADE 
PACIFIC NATIONAL EXHIBITION 

26 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
On a cloudy fall morning, the Regimental Family remembered the service and sacrifice of the members of its Great 
War Battalions at the 29th Battalion (Vancouver Regiment) CEF Memorial located in front of the Pacific Coliseum 
at the PNE.  COVID-19 Protocols were observed at all times and in every respect. Our Cadet Corps and CIC 
Officers were not authorized to attend due to pandemic concerns so that the usual attendance was down.  The 
Candle of Remembrance was lit by the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne.  The Vice President of 
the Regimental Association, Jim Barrett, acted as the Master of Ceremonies and Parade Marshall and provided 
the attendees with the pertinent historical background significance of the PNE during WWI and the many CEF 
Battalions the Regiment perpetuates.  Padre Gord Barrett delivered once again a very moving service of 
commemoration and remembrance.  The Last Post was played by BCR Bugle Major Chris Ahern, followed by a 
minute’s silence and Rouse.  The Lament was played by Piper Andrew Hayes, of the BCR Irish Pipes and Drums 
Band.  The Memorial Wreath was laid at the foot of the Memorial by Regimental Association President Gayle 
Hawthorne, assisted by BCR Sgt. Stephen Cobb, CD. 
 
At the conclusion of the Parade, a reception was held for all attendees who were served, in COVID fashion, Tim 
Horton’s coffee and donuts by Gayle Hawthorne and Louise Prouse, compliments of the Regimental Association.      
 
A special thank you to the PNE for their continuing community support of this commemoration event.   
 

They shall not grow old as we who are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

Up the Dukes! 
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3RD ANNUAL CANADIAN WALK FOR VETERANS 
LAFARGE LAKE, COQUITLAM 

27 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
The 3rd Annual Canadian Walk for Veterans was held “virtually” across Canada (on September 26 and 27) 
with registrants determining their own choice as to how to observe the walk in their own communities, all due 
to the restrictions of the COVID-19 Protocols. The Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, 
continued his tradition with a walk around beautiful Lafarge Lake located in Town Centre Park in central 
Coquitlam on a mild and cloudy Sunday morning. The net proceeds of this year’s walk will go to help Veterans 
and First Responders with PTSD “to live full and meaningful lives”.  
 
Up the Dukes! 
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LIEUTENANT TAJINDER SINGH SIDHU 
SEELM PROGRAM 

ROYAL CANADIAN CHAPLAIN SERVICE 
BY: Lieutenant Tajinder Singh Sidhu 

 
Since joining the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF), my goal has been to become a chaplain in the forces. To 
me, a chaplain is a beacon of hope in times of doubt, struggle and hopelessness. In that darkness, a chaplain 
helps shine a light on possibilities and guides you towards your desired results.  
 
Just as a chaplain is a beacon of hope in times of doubt, struggle and hopelessness, I strive to be that for my 
peers in the CAF. I believe that my personal experiences, both growing up as a Sikh and as a member of the 
CAF, has made me a suitable candidate for the professional position of a chaplain. As such, I have embarked 
on this four-year journey to complete a Master of Pastoral Studies degree at Emmanuel College, University 
of Toronto through the SEELM program. Upon completion of the degree program I will work with the CAF as 
the first Sikh Chaplain.  
 
I look forward to working with my fellow soldiers in the near future and to be part of such a rewarding trade.  
 
Up the Dukes! 
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BRASS AND REED BAND RESUME REHEARSALS 
By:  Chris Munroe, President 

 
The brass and reed band’s summer calendar suddenly cleared up when all our summer events were cancelled 
due to the pandemic, but that has not stopped us from keeping our skills up.  Since the end of June, the band 
has been rehearsing outdoors on Monday nights (at an appropriate distance) in the picnic shelter at Slocan 
Park (5:30 – 7:00 pm).  We regularly draw a few curious neighbourhood residents who gather on the grass to 
hear us.  We are looking forward to the prospect of returning to performances as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

6TH REGIMENT (DUKE OF CONNAUGHT’S OWN RIFLES) 
CANADIAN ACTIVE SERVICE FORCE 

"REMEMBER"  
81 YEARS AGO, THE REGIMENT WENT TO WAR 

By:  Archie M. Steacy, CD, LCol (Ret’d) 
 
At 0415 hrs., 26 August 1939, the British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles) was called-
out by under Section 63 of the Militia Act. The Regiment (The Dukes) was off to war for the third time. 
  
The Regimental Drill Hall, in Vancouver, quickly became a beehive of activity with officers and other ranks 
being dispatched for guard duty as follows: 
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1. the Canadian Pacific Railway Bridge at Harrison, 
2. the Canadian Pacific Railway bridge at Pitt River, 
3. the Lulu Island Wireless Station, 
4. the Point Grey Wireless Station, 
5. the Jerhico Beach RCAF Station, 
6. Burrard Dry Dock in North Vancouver, 
7. Imperial Oil Refinery at Ioco, 
8. First Narrows Bridge (Lions Gate), 
9. Sea island Airport, and 
10. Steveston Docks. 

The long, heart breaking spell of guard duty involving nine months of pounding the beat began. Sometimes a 
man would be on sentry duty for six hours, off duty for twelve hours: sometimes it might be varied four hours 
on and eight hours off. The arrangements of the shift and the incidents of life in time of war were the only 
variations. A sentry fell off a watch tower or into the sea: a guard shot at a crow (“it was annoying me,” he 
explained); the accidental discharge of a rifle provided a false alarm. The drinking water at one detachment 
was condemned, the men at another were pronounced ‘lousy’ and the mysteries of delousing were revealed. 
This period of grim monotony severely strained the discipline and spirit of a Regiment which had supposed 
with every justification that it would be selected for the First Canadian Division. 
  
Those early months were a succession of heartbreaks. The Regiment had been recruited up to full strength 
in just 10 days. Then came word from Ottawa that strength must be reduced to 250 all ranks. Men who had 
given up their jobs to enlist must be gently but firmly eased out; “Not likely to become an efficient soldier”, or 
“physically unsuitable” and many members transferred to other Regiments of the First Canadian Infantry 
Division that shortly proceeded overseas.  
 
Meanwhile, there was a job to do at a $1.30 per day; discipline, training, new uniforms were issued, 
inoculations given, and a number of sports social activities were organized. 
  
It is interesting to note that no recorded instance of sabotage or even attempted sabotage occurred on the 
Lower Mainland of British Columbia during World War II. 
  
Move to Westminster Camp 
On 1 June 1940, the Regiment was ordered to mobilize immediately up to full war strength as part of the 10th 
Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Infantry Division and transfer from the Drill Hall, in Vancouver, to the 
Westminster Camp. The Regiment with a Headquarters Company and four Rifle Companies maintained 
strength of over 1,000 all ranks. Its interesting to note that 4 officers and 232 other ranks of the Westminster 
Regiment were attached to BCR (DCOR) during that tenure. 
  
The Regiment commenced training in earnest with small arms rifle courses, Bren Light Machine Gun, 
grenades, mortar, gas, range finding and route marches, as well as continuing with guard duties throughout 
the lower mainland. A number of the basic training tasks were conducted in Moody Park throughout the 
summer and into the Fall of 1940. 
  
By mid August every man in Westminster Camp had been outfitted in smart summer drill uniforms, equipped 
with a rubber cape and armed with his own rifle and bayonet. Now they could march to Church Parade without 
embarrassment. The Regiment had survived a week of quarantine for scarlet fever; the last two detachments, 
those at Sea Island and Jericho Air Station, had been relieved; and a vigorous sports program organized by 
Sports Officer Lieutenant Arthur Lungley, including softball, soccer, volley-ball, boxing, wrestling and ice 
hockey had revealed some outstanding athletes such as Terry Doyle, former Golden Gloves winner and Jack 
Wormald who had twice represented B.C at hockey. Camp Improvements became more evident everyday 
with all barrack streets paved with asphalt. Training was more intense than ever in preparation for the coming 
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visit from the Inspector General, Major General C.B. Griesbach, CB, CMG, DSO who would be inspecting 
every facet of the Regiment with the proverbial fine toothcomb. All ranks knew the Regiment’s fate depended 
largely upon his appraisal. General Griesbach stated: “Within two months this will be a first line Regiment”. 
  
On Sunday, 8 September 1940, a National Day of Prayer was proclaimed and a large crowd filled Queen’s 
Park Stadium for the Regimental Drumhead Service. 
  
Departure for Nanaimo Military Camp 
Word suddenly came that the Regiment was to move. An advance party of Major C.E. Bailey, Lieutenants 
Barlow and Lungley and 53 other ranks embarked to a secret destination “Overseas”. 
  

 

On 01 October 1940 at noon the Regiment, with strength of 
1,176 all ranks, in full battle order departed Westminster 
Camp. Led by the Regiment’s bugle band, the men marched 
down 8th Street to the Canadian Pacific docks where a large 
crowd of family and friends waited to watch the embarkation 
on Canadian Pacific’s S.S. Princess Joan. The Overseas 
destination turned out to be Green Light Military Camp at 
Nanaimo, B.C. 
 
Vancouver Daily Province newspaper photographer, Claude 
Detloff was watching the parade as Headquarters Company 
was passing by him. Suddenly young Warren (Whitey) 
Bernard, age 7 years, slipped from his mother’s grip, with 
out-stretched arms, ran to his Dad, Rifleman Jack D. 
Bernard, shouting “Wait for Me Daddy”. Claude Detloff 
clicked his shutter capturing this memorable and 
heartwarming scene. The photo was an international hit, 
becoming a headliner theme for raising War Stamps and 
Victory Bonds. Whitey travelled Canada engaging in many 
of these Bond drives. 

  
The Regiment, as a Rifle Regiment, was structured as follows: 
  
Regimental Headquarters 
Commanding Officer, Lt Col G. Carmichael, MC, ED 
2nd in Command, Major, C.E. Bailey, DSO, MC 
RSM WO I William Barker 
  
“Headquarters Company” 
  
Rifle Companies “A” Company      “B” Company      “C” Company      “D” Company 
  
Each Rifle Company was comprised of four platoons. 
  
Total Regimental strength on 1 October 1940: 1,176 officers and other ranks. 
  
Reference: THE DUKES by Douglas E. Harker 
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THE BARRETT BUNKER 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
This year marks the Centennial of the first use of our current name as The British Columbia Regiment (Duke 
of Connaught’s Own) following the amalgamation of two prewar Regiments, the 6th Duke of Connaught’s Own 
Rifles and the 104th Westminster Fusiliers with the numbered battalions raised in British Columbia to serve in 
the  Great  War  from 1914 – 1918.   The 1st Battalion of the new BC Regiment was formed from the DCOR,  
who wore the 7th Battalion Cap Badge, the 2nd Battalion perpetuated the 
Vancouver Regiment (29th Bn) which had been raised as the 29th Battalion 
in the fall of 1914.  Finally the 3rd Battalion BCR was created out of the 
104th  Westminster Fusiliers, themselves formed prior to the Great War on 
1 April 1910 from two companies of DCOR and two newly formed infantry 
companies in New Westminster.  There was no loss of seniority or 
precedence for any of the pre-existing units, and the newly formed BC 
Regiment would be an infantry unit.  The other two battalions of the 
Regiment wore an unusual cap badge having two lions standing on rocks 
with a scroll underneath with the name ‘1st British Columbia Regiment.’    
 

 

In May of 1924 the Regiment was broken up again into three separate units, with 
the 3rd Bn becoming The Westminster Regiment (now the Royal Westminster 
Regiment), and the 2nd Bn becoming The Vancouver Regiment (29th Battalion).   
The First Battalion remained designated as The 1st BC Regiment (DCO) until 
1928 when under the guidance of our commanding officer, Lt-Col Harry Letson, 
we became Rifles once more and adopted our current cap badge less the South 
African Battle Honour which was awarded in 1930 almost 30 years after the 
DCOR contingent earned it serving with the RCRs. 
 
←1930 to Present - BCR Cap Badge with South African Battle Honour 

 
Along with the formation of the 1st BC Regiment (DCO) in 1920, the 1st North British Columbia Regiment was 
formed in Prince Rupert perpetuating our third perpetuated fighting battalion from the Great War, the 102nd 
Battalion (North BC Regiment) CEF, and the 68th Earl Grey’s Rifles.  The 1st and 2nd Battalions of the North 
BC Regiment remained as an infantry until the reorganization of the Canadian Army in the late 1930’s.  It is 
always astonishing to think that as our Dominion of Canada was well on recovery from the Great Depression, 
that our military forces faced significant cuts at the same time as Europe was heating up under the aggressive 
tactics of Adolf Hitler’s Germany.  Thus, the Vancouver Regiment (29th Battalion) was stood down and 
amalgamated into The Irish Fusiliers of Canada.  As for the North BC Regiment, it was rerolled from infantry 
to Garrison Artillery to man the newly constructed defenses of Prince Rupert, becoming the 102nd (North 
British Columbia) Heavy Battery, RCA.   
 

 
6 Inch Gun similar to those mounted at Prince Rupert’s Barrett Point Battery 
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Other defences were built on both Vancouver Island to 
beef up Fort Rodd Hill, and at York Island to seal off the 
approach through the Inside passage by any aggressor.  
So it was, that two weeks prior to Canada’s Declaration of 
War against Nazi Germany, all the West Coast 
fortifications were manned and as ready as possible, with 
5th FD RCA manning the defences near Victoria, 15th FD 
RCA and the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada at York 
Island, and the BCR on duty at oil refineries, docks and 
guarding the seaplane base at Jerhico Beach.  The 102nd 
(North BC) Heavy Bty manning the guns to protect the port 
facilities at Prince Rupert. 

 
Casey Point Battery - Canadian reinforced 
concrete twin 6 pounder coastal AMTB gun 

 

 
WW II Cap Badge RCA 

When the Empire of Japan declared war on the United States following its 
surprise attack on Pearl Harbour, they also declared war on the British 
Empire, France and the Netherlands.  Germany and Italy followed suit, 
honouring their treaty with Japan, and brought the United States into the war 
both in Europe and the Pacific.  This heightened the risk of attack on 
Canada’s coastline by the Japanese, and with their invasion and occupation 
of the Aleutian Islands, Prince Rupert suddenly became an important port in 
the supply chain to Alaska and the fight. 

 
As rearmament and building of coastal defenses continued 
through 1938 and 1939, Canada realized that the United 
Kingdom had to be the main effort, so much of the initial work 
was completed with older guns and armaments that we 
already had on hand.   The ultimate plan of six inch guns in 
casements at Barrett Point Battery with 12 pounders at 
Frederick and Dundas Points was far from completed when 
our 102nd (North British Columbia) Heavy Battery, R.C.A. 
were ordered out to man the guns in August 1939.  Barrett 
Point Battery was armed with three older 6-inch naval guns 
on temporary mountings.  It was not until later in the war that 
three modern six inch guns were installed with a range of 
24,500 yards or 22,400 metres.   

 
12 Pounder Hotchkiss Gun similar to those 

mounted at Prince Rupert 
 

 
75 MM Gun at front of the Train 

 

In addition to the forts protecting Prince Rupert, the rail line to the port 
owned by the Canadian National Railway became a valuable link.  
Following a series of Japanese successes in the South Pacific, from the 
fall of Hong Kong, the Philippines, and Singapore in February 1942, the 
urgent need to provide security and protection to the rail line led to the 
creation of Canada’s No. 1 Armoured Train.  The order was given by Lt-
Gen Stuart the Canadian Chief of the Defence Staff to Col R.A. 
MacFarlane to undertake the building of an armoured train to patrol the 
CNR line between Terrace and Prince Rupert.  The CNR was to provide 
gondola cars, freight cars and a steam engine until a suitable armoured 
diesel could be obtained.  The rolling stock needed to be modified and 
armoured for additional protection against small arms and armour 
piercing rounds.  The Canadian Army required to provide the main guns, 
anti-aircraft protection, and troops to man the train. 
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The tracks were in rough shape from neglect during the Great Depression which limited the safe speed of the 
train, and delays in building the diesel engine resulted in only steam engines being used, as the diesel engine 
not ready in time to have ever been used in action.  Two 75 mm guns were used with one on each end of the 
train mounted in a Gondola with a searchlight and two separate gondolas each with two Bofors anti-aircraft 
guns and light machine guns for air defence.  The rest of the train consisted of crew cars, a kitchen car, and 
CNR E-7 Class Steam Locomotive 1426 (4- 6- 0) in the middle.  
 

 
CNR E-7 Class Locomotive similar to that used in No.1 Armoured Train 

  
Numerous technological challenges and cost overruns had to be overcome 
before the armoured train was ready to depart the CNR’s Winnipeg shops 
and to enter into service at Terrace.  The protecting infantry were provided 
by the Winnipeg Grenadiers NRMA personnel consisting of 5 officers and 
145 ORs (largely conscripts), 9 ORs from 2 search Light Battery RCA, 35 
ORs from 112 Light Anti-Aircraft Battery.   
 
The Armoured Train went on its first run on 29 July 1942 and the train found 
itself restricted to 20 mph (30 kph) due to the poor state of the tracks.  There 
were a number of modifications made to improve the searchlights, provide 
additional training, improve morale, and the train was moved forward to lie 
up at Tyee on the Skeena where an attack was more likely.  Two rail 
workers who did not hear the Armoured Train approaching were killed and 
a drunk sleeping on the tracks lost his legs, but otherwise there were no 
engagements with the enemy.  However, it is important to remember that 
the most effective aspect of coastal defences was to deter the enemy from 
attack. Tracks and other issues were slowly improved as more freight 
moved towards the port as part of the war effort.  Military personnel were 
rotated every three months which also helped with morale. 

 
Bofors Anti-Aircraft Guns 

looking forward to Search Light 
and 75 MM Gun Gondola 

 

 
Side view of No. 1 Armoured Train.  A CNR steam engine would be placed 

 between the two crew cars in the middle of the train with two identical  
gondolas picking up the rear. 
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Allied Invasion of Aleutian Islands 1943 

With the defeat of the Japanese in the Aleutian 
Islands at Kitska in August 1943 as part of a 
joint US Canadian Operation, the need for the 
No.1 Armoured Train evaporated, and it was 
moved back to Terrace where the train was left 
on a siding and the establishment reduced to 
zero or ‘nil’ strength.  In July the Armoured 
Train was dismantled and the Rolling Stock 
returned to the CNR with the formal 
disbanding of the unit by Royal Assent on 31 
July 1944. 
 

 
The story of the defence of the West Coast of Canada and the United States is one that is largely forgotten.  
Many veterans’ too old to serve overseas during the Second World War found themselves back contributing 
to the war effort manning guns and defences so that others could be ready to do their bit overseas.  We also 
should remember the conscripted soldiers as well, who did their part to be ready in spite of their circumstances 
of being in uniform, nor those civilian engineers and firemen from the CNR who accepted the same risks 
driving the trains.  Lastly, the Regiment must never forget those members who rejoined the colours as 
members of the Veterans’ Guard in WW 2, nor our perpetuated gunners from The 102nd (North BC) Heavy 
Battery, RCA, who stood manning their guns in all weathers in the successful defence of Prince Rupert 
throughout the Second World War.    
 
My thanks to author Mr. Roger V. Lucy for his excellent publication on, “The Armoured Train in Canadian 
Service.” 
 

 
“KEEPING HISTORY AND HERITAGE ALIVE WHILE ADVANCING TO THE FUTURE” 

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA REGIMENT (DCO) MUSEUM SOCIETY 
By:  HMaj Cameron Cathcart, President 

The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) Museum Society 
 

The B.C. Regiment (DCO) Museum has become a splendid repository of regimental history and heritage over 
the years, appreciated by successive generations of serving members, friends of the Regiment, and the 
public. The Museum is a foundational component in the life of the Regiment for it provides a glimpse into the 
lives, actions, and sacrifices of former and current soldiers of The B.C. Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) 
who served in South Africa, the First War, World War Two, Peacekeeping, and most recently in Afghanistan.  
 
These stories are found in the permanent Museum that range from uniform displays, collections of artifacts 
and memorabilia, an extensive exhibit of medals and decorations, displays on the galleries, and rare vintage 
weaponry. A lasting tribute of the Regiment’s past is the Memorial Wall on the parade square, coupled with 
display cabinets that include five Victoria Cross winners, a display of artifacts from Afghanistan and one in 
memory of Private Newburn, whose remains from WW1 were re-interred in 2019. Yet another display case 
features the action of the Regiment (28 Armoured) at Hill 140 in Normandy while another highlights 
Peacekeeping deployments.  
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Since the beginning of 2020, the Museum Society has improved its financial status with the sale of the Ferret 
Scout car to Hawthorne & Milne, with the positive outcome that any future loan of this venerable vehicle for 
use by the Museum or Regiment is guaranteed by the purchaser. Monies generated by the Ferret sale will 
help the Museum to acquire new acquisitions as we move forward.  
 
Since mid-March 2020, the Drill Hall and the Museum has been closed to public visitors because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The most recent meeting of the Museum Board of Directors was held on 21 August 
2020 using Zoom. Highlights of the meeting include:  
 
- The Society has joined the Organization of Military Museums of Canada (OMMC), a strong network of like-

minded military historians. We also renewed membership in the B.C. Museums Association. 
- Two new weapons, a WW1 Mauser C 06 “Broomhandle” 9mm pistol and a Hopkins/Allen Forehand Model 

1901 .32 S&W, were generously donated to the Museum and subsequently registered in compliance with 
current firearms regulations. 

- The annual firearms collection maintenance is due before the end of this year. The scheduling of this activity 
will be arranged with the Operations Officer. 

- The use of the north gallery as a display area, like the displays on the south gallery, will be investigated with 
the Regiment. 

- Being taken under consideration is a proposal the Museum assist with the development of a Regimental 
Manual that outlines the Regiment’s history and protocols.  

- A proposal that Commanding Officer Pipe Banners be displayed in the Museum will be considered at the 
next Museum meeting. 

- The Commanding Officer will be approached to encourage younger members of the Regiment to assist the 
Museum, especially those with interests in history, weapons, or vehicles.  

 
Looking ahead the Museum Society will continue a collaborative relationship with the Command staff to 
ensure that regimental historical assets are effectively managed. For example:  

- Determining the ownership, and responsibility for on-going maintenance, of the memorial Sherman 
and Ram tanks located at the front the Drill Hall.  

- To consider an umbrella group of all Messes to determine ownership, provenance, maintenance and 
inventory of all artifacts and memorabilia and artifacts in the Messes. Work is already underway on 
this task using the PastPerfect computer program.  

- Assist with the restoration of various Regimental historic pictures and the updating of the 2nd floor 
hallway leading to the Museum.  

Detailed action on these initiatives will be delayed until an all-clear has been declared from the current 
pandemic.  However, discussions and some planning is possible on-line or using Zoom meetings.  
 
The Museum Society was directly involved in the 75th anniversary commemoration and tour of D-Day at Juno 
Beach in Normandy in 2019. With a possible visit to the Netherlands in May 2021 to commemorate Dutch 
Liberation in WW2, the Museum Society may likewise be able to assist. 
 
Swift & Strong, the outstanding and highly valued history of the Regiment is still offered for sale at $50 each. 
It is a unique reminder of the Regiment’s past and would make an excellent gift for family, friends and anyone 
interested in Canada’s military history. Please get in touch to order. 
 
Keeping the history and heritage of the Regiment is fundamental to the mandate of the Museum Society. It is 
equally imperative to look ahead. This is particularly important as a new generation of command staff and 
soldiers in the Regiment carry on. Current and recently retired members of the Regiment can keep the flame 
of history alive, as the older generation transitions out.  
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But fresh approaches are needed to ensure the Museum endures. Therefore, this is a “call to action” for those 
who share the value of the Regiment’s history and are prepared to advance that exemplary record to the 
future. We invite you to become a member and welcome your support.  
 

T’IT’Q’ET FRANCIS “FRANK” GOTT 
Submitted by:  Don Manning (in collaboration with Keith Maxwell) 

Member, BCR (DCO) Museum Society 
 
This article was prepared from information available at the time of writing on the life and death of T’it’q’et 
Francis (Frank) Gott. 
 
Vital Events 
Birth:   About 20 August, 1858, Lillooet, B.C. (Note:  Actual birthdate does not 
appear to be documented) 
Death: 5 October 1932 (apparent age 74) – “Death by Misadventure” 
Place of Death: Lytton B.C., following pursuit and resisting arrest for a game 
offence. 
Regimental Number: 703706 
 
Military Affiliation 
102nd Canadian Infantry Battalion (North British Columbians) CEF, disbanded 
1920, perpetuated by The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s 
Own) 

 
Introduction 
In researching this article, some historical facts are relevant to the reader in 
understanding Gott.  

Image Source: City of 
Vancouver Archives 

 
First, Gott reported his birth to the 1911 Census as August 1858, while his CEF enlistment papers of 1916 
suggest the birth year as 1871, his First Nation believes it was c. 1850.  His Death Record (per: Family Search) 
indicates that his Father’s name was Bertram Gott, and his Mother’s name was named Margaret or 
Marguerite, maiden name unknown. 
 
To understand this man better, we need to recognize that first, 1858 represented an important year for any 
Aboriginal person in British Columbia, as it was the year that Colonial Government was imposed on the Indian 
Bands of what we know today as The Province of British Columbia, as The Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) 
ceded whatever rights or control they had under its Charter to a newly created Colonial Government, which 
reported to the Colonial Office in London, U.K.  The events that followed during the course of his life must 
surely have had impact on Gott’s thinking and perspective. 
 
Second, Gott was a member of the former Lillooet Band, collectively known today as the St’at’imc (formerly 
Lillooet) First Nation.  Effectively, in 1858, British Colonial Rule forced the St’at’imc, one of a hunter/gatherer 
people into a number of small reserves, and did so without regard to the rights of this First Nation and its 
people or how they were expected to feed themselves, with the result that no Treaty settling this First Nation’s 
land claims was ever negotiated, let alone entered into, to this day.  The repercussions are still present, over 
150 years later.  Gott was effectively “caught in the middle” as he sought to make a living for himself as a 
hunter, trapper and guide, honouring the culture that he was born into.  That heritage may well have led to 
his eventual death at the hands of a Provincial  Game officer,  R.M. Robertson, following the shooting death 
of Game Warden Alfred E. Fairey in 1932, with whom Gott had several “run ins” for shooting out of season or 
otherwise Illegally. 
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Reference from First Nations Land Rights Website: Re: 1898 Game 
Protection Act (SBC 1898), Ch. 24 – First Nations perspective - “The B.C. 
Game Act was imposed by the Colonial officials in 1898 to enforce elite 
British hunting rules on the indigenous people and prevent them from 
hunting for food.  Game wardens and their strict hunting regulations were 
justifiably despised by the natives for whom hunting was a vital part of their 
sustenance and cultures long before colonization.  Frank Gott was 
repeatedly harassed and penalized by the Lillooet game Warden” 
 
Reference: “ In the Delgamuukw case (1997), the Supreme Court ruled that 
claims to traditional lands had to show exclusive occupation of the territory 
by a defined Aboriginal society at the time the Crown asserted sovereignty 
over that territory.” 
 
As “Swift & Strong “ points out, Gott during his lifetime, witnessed the arrival 
of the Royal Engineers in 1860, a Gold Rush, the expropriation of traditional 
lands by the B.C. Government, a smallpox epidemic, as well as the forced 
arrival of the PGE Railway on First Nations Territory. without compensation 
or agreement to do so.  
 
It seems ironic today that his Attestation papers report his birth date as 
1871, which as we know is the year British Columbia entered 
Confederation. 
 
Beyond his approximate birth date, and his date of death, what do we know 
about Gott? 

• Gott was a renowned trapper, hunter and big game guide during his 
lifetime, a man of prodigious strength and focus 

• Gott Peak and Gott Creek, in the Lillooet Range in B.C., are named 
after him 

• He indicated evidence of siblings, as he showed one Bertrand Gott 
as his next of kin (nephew) in his Attestation papers.  It is probable 
that he was referencing Bertrand Gott as his nephew when he was 
in fact his father, in order to mask his age. 

• In 1916, at the apparent age of 58, Gott enlisted in the CEF, joining 
the 102nd Battalion (Comox-Atlin).  This Battalion was also known as 
the Northern British Columbians. 

• He is honoured to this day in St’at’imc culture. 
 
Location of Gott Peak 
Gott Peak 
Head of Gott Creek, E of Duffey Lake, NE of Pemberton 
 

Feature Type: Peak (2) 

Status: Official 

NTS Map: 92J/8 

Name Authority: BC Geographical Names Office 

 

 
 

 
From Vancouver Province  

7 October 1932 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/celebrating-british-columbia/historic-places/geographical-names
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Location of Gott Creek 
Gott Creek 
Flows N. into Cayoosh Creek, NE. of Duffey Lake 

Feature Type: Creek (1) 

Status: Official 

NTS Map: 92J/9 

Name Authority: BC Geographical Names Office 

 
Enlistment 
Gott enlisted on 17 February 1916, indicating his “apparent age” as 44 years, 
standing 5’ 5” tall, at Lillooet, B.C., joining the 102nd Canadian Infantry Battalion, 
CEF (North British Columbians).  His Medical Examination indicated medical issues 
involving rheumatism and bronchitis, it is understood that he dyed his hair in order 
to make himself look younger. 
 

 
Active Service 
Gott embarked from Halifax on Empress of Britain in June 1916, arriving in Liverpool 29 June 2016, 
proceeding to Le Havre, France in August 2016. 
The First Nations Land Rights website points out that Gott served as a sniper.  According to Swift & Strong, 
he served in “C” Company under Major J.S. Matthews and proved himself a man of stamina and 
shooting/marksmanship ability. 
 
From “Swift & Strong” page 107: “he spent the winter of 1916 in the muddy trenches of France, and saw his 
battalion decimated at Regina Trench”, and goes on to say that “when the battalion’s new cap badge was 
designed, it was Frank Gott who was the inspiration and some say the actual model for the distinctive “Indian 
Chief” profile on the badge”. 
 
He was subsequently deemed medically unfit, and returned to Canada, embarking 12 May 1917. 
 
Discharge 
Private Gott was discharged on 30 November, 1917 as physically unfit for service, from “J” Unit M.H.C.C., 
Esquimalt. B.C., apparently now at 63 years of age according to his Military Records, with silver hair.  His 
discharge records indicates he had contracted tuberculosis in February 1917.   
 
He would continue to wear his service cap until his death. 
 
His service medals, according to his Military Record, include the British War Medal, (see his photograph) and 
the Victory Medal. 
 
Death 
Newspaper reports indicate that Francis Gott died in Lytton, B.C. following his shooting near Bridge River, 
B.C.  In researching this article, we now know he is buried at Lillooet with other members of his family.  His 
Death Record documents are not available for public review on the Royal B.C. Museum website. 
 
Frank Gott’s Death Record:  

(Registration Number: 1932-09-475878) 
Event Type: Death 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/celebrating-british-columbia/historic-places/geographical-names
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Registration Number:1932-09-475878 
BC Archives Mfilm Number: B13146 
GSU Mfilm Number:1952657 
Event Date (YYYY-MM-DD):1932-10-05 
Event Place: LYTTON 
Age at Death:73 
Person: FRANK GOTT 

 
indicates that he was 73 at the time of his death, 
suggesting a year of birth of 1858-1859.  The 
place of death is shown as Lytton, B.C., 
confirmed in newspaper articles of the time. 
 
He is buried in Lillooet Village Cemetery 
operated by District of Lillooet, B.C., Plot D219, 
close to other members of his family, his 
headstone is pictured to the right: 
 
Note: Inscription reads “Francis Gott”.   
Credit to Village of Lillooet for this image  

 
Reaction to his Death 
It appears from the material 
available that Gott was and 
remains highly respected in his 
First Nation for his military 
service, as well as with the 
members and veterans of the 
102nd Battalion. 
 
The Veterans of the 102nd 
Battalion C.E.F. are reported in 
an article that appeared in The 
Vancouver Province on 24 
October 1932 to have endorsed a 
resolution requesting the Attorney 
General of B.C. of the day to 
conduct an enquiry into Gott’s 
death.   
 
Local residents also requested an 
enquiry as reported in the Victoria 
Times Colonist: 
 
Research for this article did not 
find any information to determine 
whether any such enquiry took 
place. 
 

 
Vancouver Province 

 
Victoria Times Colonist 
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Reference Sources for this article:  
 
City of Vancouver Archives: https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/francis-gott 
 
B.C. Vital events (Royal B.C. Museum): http://search-
collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy/Results?as.type_birth=true&as.type_marr
iage=true&as.type_death=true&as.type_baptism=true&as.type_colonial_marriage=true
&as.first_name=&as.last_name=Gott&as.male=&as.age_start_str=&as.age_end_str=&
as.place=&as.registration_num=&as.bc_mfilm=&as.gsu_mfilm=&as.start_year_str=193
2&as.start_month_str=&as.start_day_str=&as.end_year_str=1932&as.end_month_str=
&as.end_day_str=&as.bride_first_name=&as.bride_last_name=&as.groom_first_name
=&as.groom_last_name=&as.mother_first_name=&as.mother_last_name=&as.father_f
irst_name=&as.father_last_name=&as.denomination=&as.church_name=&as.other_lo
cation=&as.birth_location=&as.birth_year_str=&as.birth_month_str=&as.birth_day_str=
&as.affiliation=&as.comments=&search=Search 
 
Photo: Royal B.C. Museum: https://search-bcarchives.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/francis-
gott-of-lillooet-in-his-privates-uniform-served-during-his-sixties-killed-by-misadventure-
5-oct-1932-aged-76 
 
Medals of Canada – WWI – British War Medal: 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/details/8 
 
Vancouver Province: 24 October 1932 
 
Vancouver Sun: 7 October 1932 
 
Victoria Times Colonist: 17 October 1932 
 
CEF Records (Library and Archives Canada): https://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-
records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=428124 

 
Private Frank Gott, in his 

WWI uniform 
Source: Royal B.C. 
Museum Collection 

 
Web site: First Nations: Land Rights and Environmentalism in British Columbia 
(http://www.firstnations.de/development/statimc.htm) 
 
Web site: T’it’q’et First Nation: https://www.fnmhf.ca/english/participating_fn/participating_fn_032.html 
 
Automated Genealogy – 1911 Census: http://automatedgenealogy.com/census11/SplitView.jsp?id=48194 
 
Family Search (LDS) 1911 Census - birthdate: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV95-QTN9 
 
Family Search (LDS) Death Record: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FLKL-R89 
 
British Columbia Government Website – Honour Roll: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-
resource-stewardship/natural-resource-law-enforcement/conservation-officer-service/about-the-cos/honour-roll 
 
Swift & Strong (Leblanc, Maxwell, Snow, Deschenes (2011): see page 107 
 
B.C. Geographical Names: http://apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/bcgnws/ 
 
Article Researched and Prepared by Don Manning, member BCR Museum Society (DOC), September 3, 
2020.  Thanks go to those who kindly reviewed the draft and provided their knowledge, input and comments. 
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PRINCE ARTHUR WILLIAM PATRICK ALBERT WINDSOR, 
DUKE OF CONNAUGHT AND STRATHEARN, KG, KT, KP, GCMG, GCSI,  

GCB, GCB, GCIE, ROYAL VICTORIAN CHAIN, GCVO, GCSTJ, GBE 
Submitted by:  Don Manning (in collaboration with Keith Maxwell) 

Member, BCR (DCO) Museum Society 
 

May 1, 1850 – January 16, 1942 
The Soldier Prince 

 
 

This is an article about a man who served the BCR as both Honorary 
Colonel and Colonel-in-Chief and lent his name and title to the 
Regiment. His daughter Patricia lent her name to another Regiment in 
the Canadian Army, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.  The 
article is not intended as a biography, rather it is focused on his military 
and related career and his connection to Regiment under the names 
The DCOR, The BCR (DCOR), and The BCR (DCO).  The portrait 
above is his official portrait, painted in honour of his role as Governor 
General of Canada from 1911 - 1916.  One of his godparents was the 
Duke of Wellington, after whom he was named.  He was known in his 
younger years as “The Soldier Prince.” 
 
His official title was: “Most High, Most Mighty, and Illustrious Prince 
Arthur William Patrick Albert, Duke of Connaught and Strathearn and 
Earl of Sussex”. 
 
He was married to Lady Louise Margaret of Prussia (House of 
Hohenzollern) in 1874, and with her had three children:  
 
Lady Margaret Victoria Charlotte Augusta Norah b. 1882. 
Prince Arthur Frederick Patrick Albert b. 1883 
Princess Victoria Patricia Helena Elizabeth b. 1886 
 
He was awarded a number of campaign medals over time, including 
The Canadian General Service Medal, with clasp, for Fenian Raid, 
1870.  He was also awarded medals for his service in battle during his 
service in the British Army, and was mentioned in dispatches. 
 
In addition, he was awarded a number of titles over time from foreign 
powers.  

 
He was personal Aide de Camp a number of times, including for Queen Victoria (1876), King Edward VII (his 
brother) 1901, King George V (his nephew) 1910, and finally Edward VIII (1936). (Source Wikipedia) 
He served as Honourary Colonel and Colonel of a number of Regiments in the United Kingdom, British India, 
and Canada over time. 
 
Prince Arthur  
Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught and Strathearn, was the seventh child, and the third son of Queen Victoria 
Alexandrina and Prince Albert (Francis Albert Augustus Charles Emmanuel) of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. He 
was named after Arthur Wellesley, the First Duke of Wellington. 
 
He successfully accomplished the rare achievement of building a career of his own, a military one at that, 
while being entitled to the appellation “HRH,” ranking as a person in line to the throne. 
 
He served as the Governor General of Canada, the tenth since Canadian Confederation, and was the only 
British prince to do so.   His background and service to our country is a part of the history of Canada, including 
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the lending of his name to a city (Port Arthur, now part of Thunder Bay), as well as to our predecessor, The 
Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles, now the British Columbia Regiment (DCO), and The Connaught Cup 
(Marksmanship - RCMP).  (Source: Governor Generals of Canada), and numerous other accolades. 
 
Here are some details of his immediate family, avoiding for the purpose of this article, all of his other obvious 
connections to the Royal Family, today’s House of Windsor. 
 
Birth: May 1, 1850, at Buckingham Palace, London, United Kingdom 
Death: January 16, 1942, at Bagshot Park, United Kingdom 
Spouse: Princess Louise Margaret of Prussia (married 1879), died 1917 
Children: Princess Margaret of Connaught, Princess Patricia of Connaught, Prince Arthur of Connaught 
Grandchildren: Prince Gustaf Adolf, Duke of Västerbotten  
Parents:  Queen Victoria (Alexandrina Victoria), and Prince Albert of Saxe-Cobourg and Gotha, Prince Consort 
(Source: Wikipedia) 
 
Prince Arthur’s Connections to Canada 
Queen Victoria’s father was Prince Edward, Duke of Kent and Strathearn, (1767 – 1820), whose father in turn 
was King George III.  Prince Edward was an important figure in what is now Canada, and was the first person 
to introduce the word “Canadian” into our lexicon, to mean settlers, both Francophone and Anglophone living 
in Upper and Lower Canada.  He lived in North America from 1791 – 1800, the first member of the Royal 
Family to do so for longer than a short visit. He was also the first member of the Royal Family to visit the 
fledgling United States, in 1794.  He has been styled “The Father of the Canadian Crown” for his role in the 
years prior to Confederation.      
(Source: Wikipedia) 
 
For those interested in Prince Arthur’s personal life and experiences, there is an interesting article from 
Maclean’s Magazine, September 1910 referenced below.  Source: McLean’s.ca.  Similarly, the obituary article 
posted in the Ottawa Journal (referenced below) does the same. 
 
With this history, it is easy to see Prince Arthur’s connection to Canada, going back in time to his grandfather. 
 
Prince Arthur’s Military Career – British Army 
The following is a brief summary of Prince Arthur’s military career. 
 
1866: Entered the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, graduated in 1868, and was commissioned as a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers, beginning a military career that lasted 40 years. 
 
November 1868: Transferred to the Royal Regiment of Artillery. 
 
November 1869: Transferred to the Rifle Brigade, serving in a long, distinguished career as an officer, in 
Gibraltar, South Africa, Canada in 1869, training and serving in the Montreal Detachment of the Rifle Brigade 
in defense of our country from the Fenian Raids, for which he was awarded the Fenian Medal for his service 
at The Battle of Eccles Hill. 
 
June 1871: Arthur was promoted to the honorary rank of Colonel, followed by substantive lieutenant-colonel 
in 1976, colonel in 1880 and general in 1893. 
1874: Prince Arthur is made a Royal Peer, receiving the title Duke of Connaught and Strathern and Earl of 
Sussex. (Source Swift & Strong) 
 
June 1871: Arthur was promoted to the honourary rank of colonel on 14 June 1871, substantive Lieutenant-
colonel in 1876, colonel on 29 May 1880 and, on 1 April 13 years later, was made a general.   
 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBH_enCA715CA715&sxsrf=ACYBGNS1ZqleHJ1BDpuBBonZ4aJ9_VfA-A:1581023145729&q=prince+arthur,+duke+of+connaught+and+strathearn+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAABXLsQ5AMBAA0EnCYjCYbxZJSUx-Rk4dlXLXXNsf8qWY3vTKuqnMbYbRLfHqWm9nE0jCRR8ahedVlJ9iCnqyJUBNLmsPW_YEsoMVZsyHS4C8QUyKyREqw99e_cm3LlwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4hO6X6r3nAhWTvJ4KHZksA2YQ6BMoADAhegQIDxAG
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBH_enCA715CA715&sxsrf=ACYBGNS1ZqleHJ1BDpuBBonZ4aJ9_VfA-A:1581023145729&q=Buckingham+Palace&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MMyIL85R4gAzLS3StcSyk630C1LzC3JSgVRRcX6eVVJ-Ud4iVkGn0uTszLz0jMRchYDEnMTk1B2sjAB-okk4RgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4hO6X6r3nAhWTvJ4KHZksA2YQmxMoATAhegQIDxAH
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He gained military experience as Lieutenant- General and Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army from 
December 1886 to March 1890.  
 
1890: Appointed and served as General Officer Commanding Southern District at Portsmouth until 1893. 
1893 – 1898: Served as Commanding Officer of Aldershot District Command. 
1900 – 1904: Served as Commander in Chief of Ireland with the dual position of Commander of the Third 
Army Corps from 1904 to 1907. 
June 1902: appointed Field Marshal 
Source Wikipedia 
 
Military Service in Canada and other colonies of the British Empire 
According to the Governor General’s website, “The Duke of Connaught completed a military career which 
included formal education at the British Royal Military College, followed by service in South Africa, Egypt, 
India, Ireland and Canada, during the Red River Rebellion of 1870. He married Princess Louise Margaret of 
Prussia on March 13, 1879, and together they had three children: Princess Margaret, Prince Arthur and 
Princess Patricia. They lived in India for many years prior to his appointment as Governor General of Canada.” 
 
Association with The British Columbia Regiment 
In August 1899, The 6th Battalion, Rifles of the Canadian Non-
Permanent Active Militia in Vancouver asked Prince Arthur to 
give his name to the Regiment and act as its Honourary 
Colonel.  The regiment had recently been converted to the 
infantry role from the 2nd Battalion, 5th British Columbia 
Regiment of Canadian Artillery (BCRCA).  With the Prince’s 
agreement, the unit was renamed the 6th Regiment, Duke of 
Connaught’s Own Rifles (DCORs), on May 1, 1900.  He was 
subsequently appointed colonel-in-chief of the regiment, then 
known as The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of 
Connaught’s Own), in 1923.  He held that appointment until his 
death in 1942. Source Wikipedia. 

 
Prince Arthur, 1907, source Wikipedia 

 
The image to the right is of a Banner of Arms of 
Prince Arthur, prior to 1917, with The Coat of Arms 
of the House of Saxony superimposed on it.  With 
the changes made to the name of the Royal Family 
by King George V in 1917, his Banner of Arms was 
duly changed, removing the reference to the from 
House of Hanover to House of Windsor.  This 
Banner was acquired by the BCR (DOC) Museum 
Society in 2019, when it became available for 
acquisition.  Even though it is somewhat worn, it is 
one of the most significant pieces in the Museum 
Society’s collection.   

 
 
Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Arthur_of_Connaught#Arms 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombay_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Arthur_of_Connaught#Arms
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Governor General of Canada 
Prince Arthur served as Canada’s Governor General from 1911 to 1916.  He remains the only Royal to have 
served in this capacity.  He maintained an office in the East Block in Ottawa and was very active in this role, 
particularly in the area of raising morale and military training and readiness when Canada entered the Great 
War in 1914.  He travelled extensively across Canada in this regard. 
 
In this role, the Duke of Connaught stressed the importance of Canadian military contributions, but also sought 
to enhance charity at home. The Connaughts also made an effort to contribute to the social life of the capital, 
making Rideau Hall a major site for events for Canadians from across the country. 
 
He was active in auxiliary war services and charities and conducted hospital visits, while the Duchess of 
Connaught worked for the Red Cross and other organizations to support the war cause. She was also 
Colonel-in-Chief of the Duchess of Connaught's Own Irish Canadian Rangers battalion, one of the regiments 
in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 
 
Source: Governor General of Canada. 
 
Death, and Fate of the Family line 
Prince Arthur died as noted above in January 1942 at 91 years, at his home at Bagshot Park, a few miles 
from Windsor Castle.  The death of his son in April 1938 meant that his line would pass to his grandson 
Alastair Connaught, Earl of MacDuff, upon his death.   Unfortunately Alastair died on the grounds at Rideau 
Hall on April 26, 1943 while in the service of the 1st Earl Athlone, at that time then acting as Governor General 
of Canada.  This brought to an end the male family line of Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught and Strathern. 
Today, Bagshot Park has been leased on a long term basis by The Earl of Wessex. 
 
Members of this Regiment, past and present, should be proud that this man lent his name to the BCR (DCO). 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_titles_and_honours_of_Prince_Arthur,_Duke_of_Connaught_and_Strathearn
http://www.unofficialroyalty.com/prince-arthur-of-connaught/
https://www.rct.uk/collection/2940745/alastair-earl-of-macduff-later-duke-of-connaught-1914-43
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/43745490/duke_of_connaught_16_january_1942_p_15/
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DUKE’S DEN 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Be kind, 
Be calm, 
Be safe. 

 
Dr. Bonny Henry 
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA REGIMENT 
(DUKE OF CONNAUGHT’S OWN) MUSEUM SOCIETY 

 

 
CHALLENGE COIN 

$20.00 (plus postage) 

 
SWIFT & STRONG 

$50.00 (plus postage) 
 

To place a coin order please contact Rick Hourie,  
Vice President, at rickhourie@shaw.ca 

 
For a copy of Swift & Strong, please 
contact Cam Cathcart, President, at 

lhccathcart@gmail.com or 604-682-5453 
 

The BCR Museum is always looking for volunteers for a variety of tasks.  If you are interested 
in assisting with the Regimental Archives, please get in touch with the Museum President, 
Cam Cathcart, at lhccathcart@gmail.com or 604-682-5453. 
 
 

ASSOCIATION KIT SHOP 
The BCR Kit Shop is now online: 

http://www.canex.ca/military/military-kit-shops/army-kit-shops.html?cat=1262  
 
You can now buy a BCR tie, blazer crest, lapel pin, hoodie and PT Shirts (male and female option) through Canex 
online.  You pay online and they are shipped direct to you. 
 
The blazer crest is available online at http://www.canex.ca/british-columbia-regiment-blazercrest.html 
 
The Kit Shop has the following items for sale: 
1. Mini Guidons – estimated cost is $130.00.  Once we have 10 confirmed requests, the order will be placed. 
2. Custom designed BCR Knife - $140.00 – almost sold out and once gone, they will not be replaced. 
3. NEW:  BCR cap badge on cuff links, pens and pocket watch. 
4. NEW:  BCR flag (36” x 72”) - $150.00 
 
To place an order, please e-mail KitShop@DukeABear.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mini Guidons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BCR Knife - $140.00 

mailto:rickhourie@shaw.ca
mailto:lhccathcart@gmail.com
mailto:lhccathcart@gmail.com
http://www.canex.ca/military/military-kit-shops/army-kit-shops.html?cat=1262
http://www.canex.ca/british-columbia-regiment-blazercrest.html
mailto:KitShop@DukeABear.com
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Cuff Links - $35.00 

 
Pen - $25.00 

 
Pocket Watch - $105.00 

 
ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

 
DIRECTORS THE DUKE 

  
President – Gayle Hawthorne Editor & Publisher: 
Vice President – Jim Barrett 

Treasurer – Bob Remple 
The BC Regiment (DCO) 

Association 
Secretary – Sandra Young  

Director at Large – Roger Prouse  
Director at Large – Graydon Young  

 
 

TRUSTEES OF THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST 
           

Don Bentley   Bill Ireland 
Andy Conradi   Bill McCarthy 
Bill Diamond (Secretary) Archie Steacy 

  Ted Hawthorne (Chair)      
 

ASSOCIATION SPECIAL PROJECTS 
The Association continues to support, through its Charitable Trust, various annual initiatives such as our 
Bursary Program for serving members of the Regiment and our community outreach program in the month of 
December.  In addition, the Charitable Trust supports various projects which assist in maintaining our link with 
the history of the Regiment (i.e. commemorative ceremonies, dedication of memorial plaques and support of 
our five Cadet Corps).  The Association has increased its support of the Cadet Corps by the establishment of 
the Cadet Development Program.  Further information will be published as these programs develop. 
 
A special thank you to all of those members who support the Charitable Trust! Your generosity has made it 
possible to accomplish many of the commemorative projects your Association has undertaken. 
 
We also wish to thank our supporters for their “In Memoriam” donations.  This is a very effective way to 
remember our loved ones.  
 

NOTICE TO ALL PROVINCIAL EMPLOYEES 
The Provincial Employees Community Services Fund (“PECSF”) is registered with Canada Revenue 
Agency’s Charities Directorate as a Charitable Employee Trust.  Each year the PECSF runs a fundraising 
campaign for provincial government employees throughout BC.  Please consider designating the 
BCR Charitable Trust when supporting this program.  
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ASLEEP 
 
 

 
MWO (Retired) Gerald Phillips Steacy, CD (see page 23 for article). 

 
BGen (Retired) Peter Barton Kilby, BA, MA, CD (see page 47 for article). 

 
Major (Retired) B. Dickson “Dick” Grady, CD (see page 91 for article). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
We shall remember him. 

 
 
 


