
 of c  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  The Duke 
 
 

 

 

 

  REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY 
  THE CENOTAPH AT VICTORY SQUARE  

  11 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

 
 

See pages 24–26 for article 

 

 

THE DUKE 

Inside this issue: 
 
Order of Military Merit ............... 2 
Perpetuated WWI Battalions .... 3 
RUSI Inaugural Annual Dinner . 4 
COC – 39 Service Battalion ...... 5 
The Hill 70 Memorial Park ........ 5 
Honour Ranch .......................... 8 
Kingdom of the Netherlands ..... 11 
2290 Support Committee AGM 11 
Canadian Walk for Veterans ..... 11 
2019 Pillars Conference ........... 13 
The Honourable H.S. Sajjan ..... 14 
COC – HMCS Discovery .......... 14 
BCR Museum Society AGM ..... 15 
Columbus Long Term Care ...... 16 
Government House Gala. ......... 16 
No Stone Left Alone Ceremony 17 
Officer Cadet Wilson Yuan ....... 19 
2290 - The Drill Hall .................. 19 
Honour Indigenous Veterans. ... 20 
Remembrance - ICBC .............. 21 
Remembrance Dinner .............. 22 
Presentation – C. Yen .............. 24 
Remembrance – Cenotaph ...... 24 
Remembrance–Leke Belgium. . 26 
A Small World ........................... 27 
Regimental Football Game ....... 27 
Street Naming Ceremony ......... 28 
Honorary Colonels Council ....... 29 
Veterans; Parking. .................... 30 
Naval Officers’ Association ....... 32 
2290 – CO’s Parade ................. 32 
Anavets Fundraiser .................. 33 
Serving Officers’ Dinner............ 34 
Officers’ Mess Meet & Greet. ... 34 
Annual Christmas Fundraiser. .. 35 
2290 – Christmas Mess Dinner 36 
Soldiers’ Recognition Dinner .... 38 
99th Saint Barbara Dinner ......... 39 
Santa Duke ............................... 39 
BCR Irish Pipes & Drums ......... 40 
Letter from BCR HCol .............. 41 
Letter from BCR President ....... 41 
Annual Dues - 2020 .................. 42 
CO’s Parade (Stand Down) ...... 43 
3300 BCR – Mess Dinner ......... 45 
2381 – Potluck Dinner .............. 46 
BCR Brass & Reed Band ......... 47 
Samuel John Perry ................... 48 
W. Hart-McHarg – Kaiser Cup .. 50 
LCol J. Weightman Warden ...... 52 
Sherwood Lett .......................... 55 
Duke’s Den ............................... 61 
BCR Museum Society .............. 62 
Association Kit Shop ................ 62 
Association Directors/Officers .. 63 
Trustees – Charitable Trust ...... 63 
Association Special Projects .... 63 
Asleep ...................................... 64 
 

 

Volume 2, Issue 20 

December 2019 



 
 
 
 

2 

CAPTAIN ABDUL HAFEEZ MULLICK, MMM, CD 
ORDER OF MILITARY MERIT 

19 DECEMBER 2019 
 
The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) and the Regimental Family received very good news with 
the announcement of the 70th list of appointments to the Order of Military Merit. Captain A. H. (Huf) 
Mullick has been appointed a Member of the Order. The appointment will be promulgated in the 
rank of Chief Warrant Officer, the rank he held at the time of formal nomination. It recognized 
exceptional service and dedication throughout his career. Captain Mullick is a recognized expert 
and mentor in a number of fields and served two Regiments and his country faithfully and with 
exceptional skill.  
 
The Order of Military Merit was founded on July 1, 1972 and formally recognizes distinctive merit 
and exceptional service displayed by the men and women of the Canadian Armed Forces, both 
Regular and Reserve. It is the highest military decoration in the order of precedence in the 
Canadian Honours System that can be awarded in peacetime and is awarded in one of three 
grades – Commander, Officer and Member. Captain Mullick’s award confers the right to use the 
post-nominal letters MMM. 
 
The Regimental Family offers its heartiest congratulations to Captain Mullick for this well-deserved 
and prestigious award.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

3 

BCR PERPETUATED WWI BATTALIONS COMMEMORATION PARADE 
PACIFIC NATIONAL EXHIBITION 

28 SEPTEMBER 2019 
By:  Lt. Michael Azzano 

 

 
 
On a crisp fall morning, the Regimental Family remembered the service of its Great War Battalions 
at the 29th Battalion CEF Memorial located in front of the Pacific Coliseum at the PNE.  Major Jim 
Barrett commanded the parade which included members of the Regimental Association and 78 
BCR Cadets with a good turnout by 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC, 2381 BCR (Irish Fusiliers) 
RCACC, 2827 BCR (Port Moody) RCACC, and 3300 BCR (Bhai Kanhaiya) RCACC and a strong 
showing of CIC Officers.  Parents and friends of the Regiment, including Honorary Colonel Ted 
Hawthorne, and Honorary Colonel Bill Diamond (39 CER), were also present in support of the 
event.  The Cadets were smartly marched on parade by C/CWO Zhang of 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) 
RCACC.  Major Barrett recounted the history of the battalions, including their training at Hastings 
Park and deployment from there. The Padre for the parade, Captain, The Reverend Gordon 
Barrett, addressed those assembled with prayers and benediction.   
 

The Memorial Wreath was laid by Honourary Colonel Ted 
Hawthorne of the British Columbia Regiment and Director-
Cadets Roger Prouse.  The Last Post was played by BCR 
Bugle Major Chris Ahern, followed by a minute’s silence, a 
lament played by Piper, Mason Wilcox of 2290 Cadets, and was 
concluded with Reveille by the Bugle Major.  All participants 
were invited into the Pacific Coliseum for lunch and beverages 
compliments of the Regimental Association.  Kudos to the 
Event OPI, Gayle Hawthorne, for arranging the most enjoyable 
reception, and thanks to Simar Pabla, Secretary of the 
Sponsoring Committee of 3300 BCR and her team, along with 
Louise Prouse for their able assistance in the set up and 
service. 
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Piper Mason Wilcox of 2290 BCR 
(DCO) RCACC plays the Lament 

Maj James Barrett CD, CO 3300 BCR  
RCACC address the parade 

Bugle Major Chris Ahern 

 

  
Capt. Gordon Barrett, Padre and CO 2472 15 Fd 

RCA RCACC delivers the prayers and benediction 
to the parade 

 

 
A special thank you to the PNE, North Burnaby Subway, Kensington Square, and the Capitol Hill Tim 
Hortons for their very welcome community support of this commemoration event.   
 

ROYAL UNITED SERVICES INSTITUTE – VANCOUVER SOCIETY 
INAUGURAL ANNUAL DINNER 

BESSBOROUGH ARMOURY 
28 SEPTEMBER 2019 
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It was a memorable evening at Royal United Services Institute, Vancouver Society Inaugural Annual Dinner 
at 15th Field Artillery Regiment RCA, Bessborough Armoury.  The evening’s program commenced with a 
pre dinner reception in the Officers’ Mess, a first-class dinner in the manner of Mrs. Lum, topped off by three 
speakers, Cam Cathcart (“RUSI & Juno Beach”), Svend Raun (“Summer 1940 – Resisting Invasion”) and 
the main event, Keith Maxwell (“Canada and Europe’s Liberation”).    
 
Congratulations to our friends at RUSI Vancouver for a great time! 

 
CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY 

39 SERVICE BATTALION 
COLONEL SHERMAN ARMOURY, RICHMOND, B.C. 

29 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
The 39 Service Battalion Change of Command Ceremony was held on the parade square of Colonel 
Sherman Armoury in the early afternoon of Sunday, 29 September 2019.  The Reviewing Officer was the 
Commander of 39 Canadian Brigade Group, Colonel Paul Ursich, joined by special guest, the Deputy 
Commander of 3 Canadian Division, Brigadier-General Dave Awalt.  The Sequence of Events included the 
customary General Salute, Inspection by the Reviewing Officer, Addresses and Presentations, the Change 
of Command and the Signing of Certificates by the Outgoing CO, Lieutenant-Colonel Bobby Alolega, and 
the Incoming CO, Lieutenant-Colonel Sylvain Gagne, a General Salute and the Departure of the RO.  A 
reception followed in the Officers’ Mess.  Congratulations to both the Outgoing CO and the Incoming CO for 
their service and commitment to the Unit.   
 
The Change of Command was very well attended with friends and family and numerous members of 39 
CBG who were also attending the Commanders’ Conference (39 CBG).  Dukes in attendance were the CO, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay, the RSM, CWO Tony Harris, the Honorary Colonel, Ted Hawthorne, and 
the Band Governor, Honorary Colonel 39 CER, Bill Diamond. 
 

   
 
 

THE HILL 70 MEMORIAL PARK 
LOOS-EN-GOHELLE, FRANCE 

2 OCTOBER 2019 
 
The Hill 70 Memorial Park, dedicated to the Canadian Corps that achieved victory at the decisive Battle of 
Hill 70, was officially declared complete at a ceremony marking the occasion on October 2, 2019, with 
construction of the final phase having finished the day before at Loos-en-Gohelle in France. 
 
The ceremony honoured the history of the battle, those who fought in the battle, acknowledging the Victoria 
Cross recipients and the generosity of the donors who made the project possible. 



 
 
 
 

6 

Wreaths were laid by dignitaries present including Brigadier General Smith, Canada's National Military 
Representative at SHAPE who laid a wreath on behalf of the Canadian Armed Forces, RCMP 
Commissioner Brenda Lucki, Canada's Ambassador to France, Isabell Hudon and Sir Cyril Woods, one of 
the first supporters of the Memorial. 
 
Other dignitaries included Retired Col Mark Hutchings Chairman of the Hill 70 project, Mr. Robert Ho 
representing his father and the Robert HNO foundation, BCR friend King Wan, the President of the Chinese 
Canadian Military Museum Society, retired Senator Vivienne Poy and representatives of the Governments 
of Ukraine, Ireland and France.  
 
Hon LCol Farid Rohani represented the BCR Regiment and laid a wreath on behalf of the Regiment.  
 
LCol Carl Gauthier from the RCAF was the Master of Ceremonies and the speeches recognized all VC 
recipients including two of the Dukes, Private Michael O’Rourke and Company Sergeant-Major Robert H. 
Hanna.  
 
Private Fred Lee, a Canadian of Chinese background who died in the battle was recognized for his service 
and honoured by way a beautiful walkway dedicated to him. 
 
Joanne Sutherland and Bob Hanna represented their fathers, both VC recipients and were interviewed by 
the media that were in attendance.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXWC3osRFBg 
 
The Somme Battle Pipe Band performed during the ceremony as did the Hober Children’s choir, singing the 
National Anthems of Canada and France. 
 
Hon LCol Tom Newell and the RMR contingent led by their Commanding Officer, LCol Amadeo Vecchio did 
an outstanding job representing the Canadian Military with their presence and honouring Fred Lee, one of 
their own and one of the 300 Canadians of Chinese background that served in the Canadian Military during 
WWI. 
 
Each of the VC recipients had a walkway and bench named in their honour and the first walkway in the 
name of Private Fred Lee was inaugurated by Mr. Robert Ho representing their family foundation and retired 
Senator Vivienne Poy. The walkway named in Private Lee’s name had signs in three languages, English, 
French and Chinese with etchings of drawing found on the battlefield decorating the walls up to the Obelisk.  
 
A walkway named in the honour of CSM Robert Hill Hanna, VC was inaugurated by Bob Hanna and a 
wreath laid by Bob from the Hanna Clan. 
 
The following poem was recited at the inauguration of the Robert Hill Hanna walkway: 
 
Wait for the whistle, 
The orders sent, 
Hill number 70, 
And off they went. 
Heart’s, the blood was pumping 
Sweat and fear, 
The 29th infantry Battalion, 
All are men here. 
If at first we don’t succeed, 
Then we WILL try again, 

 

Till no whistle and orders, 
No officers, just men. 
Walk don’t run, 
Towards the German lines,  
The machine gun’s rattling and 
spraying bullets, 
Killing all it finds. 
Hanna calls for order, 
He rallies his men, 
So, it’s off up Hill 70, yet again. 
At the 4th attempt, 
 
 

Hanna finally gets them through, 
Silencing the machine gun posts, 
And all that they do. 
At 9000 casualties, 
What a bloody cost, 
Just think of all the good men, 
We have lost. 
But thanks to Robert Hanna, 
It could have so easily been more, 
He won the V.C, 
But nobody wins in war. 
 

Steven Hanna 2006 

 https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXWC3osRFBg
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Wreath on behalf of the CAF 

 
Wreath placed on behalf of 

The British Columbia Regiment DCO 
 

 
Retired Col Mark Hutchings Chairman 

of the Hill 70 Project receiving the 
Hon Colonel’s Commendation  

for all his great work in leading the  
Hill 70 Monument Project 

 
Mr. Bob Hanna and  

Joanne Sutherland representing their 
fathers, both VC recipients 

 

 
Brigadier General Smith, 

Canada's National Military 
Representative at SHAPE and  

Mr. Bob Hanna at the General Sir 
Arthur Currie Amphitheatre 

 

 
Mr. Bob Hanna having just 
laid the Hanna Clan wreath 

 
Wreaths laid by various  
countries and the BCR 

 
Mr. Bob Hanna, at the Robert Hill 

Hanna Walkway Dedication 
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Mr. Robert Ho, Representing the 

Robert HNO Foundation and retired 
Senator Vivienne Poy and Mr. Jack 
and Sylvia Gin at the Frederick Lee 
Walkway opening and dedication 

 
A Sopwith Pup and a Newport 
28 doing fly pasts during the 

ceremony 

 
Members of the Rocky Mountain Rangers 

standing guard at the Frederick Lee 
Walkway dedication and opening 

 
HONOUR RANCH TO SUPPORT RECOVERY OF INJURED TROOPS 

AND FIRST RESPONDERS 
By: Article and photos by Major (retired) Dan Thomas, CD 

 
“No-one needs to suffer alone” was a consistent theme throughout the Honour Ranch Ceremonial Launch 
on Saturday afternoon, October 5th 2019. Affiliated with Honour House in New Westminster, Honour Ranch 
will enable injured Canadian Armed Forces personnel and First Responders to recuperate with their families 
in a tranquil rural setting south of Ashcroft. 
 
The Master of Ceremonies, Bob Parkinson, was also a strong proponent of Honour Ranch from his position 
as Health and Wellness Director for the BC Ambulance Service. Following brief remarks, he asked Elder 
Diane Sandy, Bonaparte First Nation, to provide a traditional blessing. He then introduced Honorary Colonel 
Allan De Genova, 15th Field Artillery Regiment RCA, who struggled at times with his emotions to thank 
many partners who had supported the complex arrangements that led to the founding and development of 
Honour Ranch.  
 
Captain (retired) Trevor Greene, The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, attended with his spouse Debbie 
Lepore, and spoke with wry humour about the opening of Honour House. Trevor’s critical head injury, 
incurred early in the Afghanistan Campaign (March 2006), and his recovery, provided much of the early 
inspiration to form Honour House and eventually Honour Ranch.  
 
In turn, the Honourable Judy Darcy, Minister of Mental Health & Addictions for the Province of British 
Columbia, outlined policy improvements to ensure that mentally injured personnel would no longer need to 
“jump through all those hoops to re-prove their case,” and risk re-traumatization. “There is nothing stronger 
than reaching out and asking for help,” she emphasized.  
 
Locally, the “Blue Sky Country” Area Director for the Thompson Nicola Regional District, Steven Rice, 
underscored the community’s support for Honour Ranch, and referred to First Responders as “silent 
heroes.” There was no key to be presented to the Village of Ashcroft, he said, because “our doors are 
always open.” (Allan De Genova had praised the support of local businesses and citizens.) 
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Approximately 300 guests united to witness the ceremony, representing a spectrum of civilian and military 
organizations. The Canadian Armed Forces’ contingent included sailors from Maritime Forces Pacific, and 
soldiers from 15th Field Artillery Regiment RCA, including an ensemble from its band to perform anthems 
and other music. Their attendance symbolized the diverse contributions that sailors and soldiers had made 
to the initiative, including many technically skilled tasks and the 4.5-kilometre fencing project. A complement 
of Sea Cadets from the Avenger Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps provided a local uniformed presence. 
 
The Commander 39 Canadian Brigade Group, Colonel Paul Ursich, and his Sergeant-Major, Chief Warrant 
Officer Bryan Gardner, were among the dignitaries. In addition to Honorary Colonel Allan De Genova, other 
Honorary appointees present included: 
 

• Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne, The British Columbia Regiment (DCO);  

• Honorary Colonel Richard Hamilton, the British Columbia Dragoons;  

• Honorary Colonel Bill Diamond, 39 Combat Engineer Regiment;  

• Honorary Colonel the Honourable Judith Guichon, the Rocky Mountain Rangers – immediate past 
Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, and a rancher nearby;  

• Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel Don Foster, 15th Field Artillery Regiment RCA; and 

• Honorary Major Cam Cathcart, The British Columbia Regiment (DCO). Cam and Honorary Colonel 
Ted Hawthorne were both Founding Directors of the Honour House Society (from 2006 to 2010 for 
Cam and 2006 to 2008 for HCol Ted).  

 
The First Responder community was very well represented indeed, including the RCMP, Vancouver, and 
other city police departments; Fire and Rescue organizations; and the BC Ambulance Service.   
 
Honour Ranch will start operations in 2020 with its main lodge and 10 cabins. Future plans include a further 
10 cabins. Nationally, the campaign continues to improve support to injured military personnel and First 
Responders, and their families. Like Honour House, Honour Ranch represents a major milestone in this 
constant journey. 
 

 
Dignitaries, participants, and media gather for the 
Honour Ranch opening ceremony. 

 
The ceremonial speakers gather for a group photograph, from left to 
right: Bob Parkinson, BC Ambulance Service; Elder Diane Sandy, 
Bonaparte First Nation; The Honourable Judy Darcy, BC Minister of 
Mental Health & Addiction; Steve Rice, Director “Blue Sky Country,” 
Thompson Nicola Regional District; Captain (retired) Trevor Greene, 
The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada; and Honorary Colonel Allan De 
Genova, 15th Field Artillery Regiment RCA. 
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Chief Petty Officer First Class Steve Wist (left), Coxswain, 
HMCS Vancouver, and sailors from Maritime Forces Pacific 
make a traditional Naval presentation to Honour Ranch. 

 
Honorary Colonel Allan De Genova thanks Captain 
(retired) Trevor Greene for his presentation. 

 
 

 
The Honour Ranch main lodge (centre right) is set in 120 “peaceful and serene” acres south of Ashcroft, B.C.  

Ten cabins will provide privacy for guests and their families, with plans for as many more. 
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THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS 
FAREWELL RECEPTION 

NETHERLANDS RESIDENCE, VANCOUVER, B.C. 
7 OCTOBER 2019 

 
A Farewell Reception for Deputy Consul General Barry Nieuwenhuijs and her family was held at the 
Netherlands Residence in Vancouver and was hosted by the Consul General of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, Henk Snoeken, and Mrs. Kathrin Honer-Snoeken.  It was a memorable reception to mark 
Barry’s new posting to the Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon.  
 
In her farewell address, the Deputy Consul General 
thanked everyone for their kind wishes and particularly 
thanked the Regiment and the Honorary Colonel for their 
tremendous support during her posting in Vancouver.  
Colonel Hawthorne was given the final word and thanked 
Barry for being such a good friend and supporter of the 
Regiment.  The Honorary Colonel conveyed the 
Regimental Family’s best wishes on her new posting and 
presented her with his Honorary Colonel Regimental 
Coin to mark the special occasion. 
 
Congratulations to Deputy Consul General Barry for her 
dedicated service and support of the Regiment and 
special thanks to the Consul General and his staff for the 
wonderful hospitality!   

 
 

2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC 
SUPPORT COMMITTEE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

8 OCTOBER 2019 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) 
RCACC Support Committee was held at the Drill Hall on 
Tuesday evening during a very busy non parade training 
night at the unit (shooting and band activities).  The Honorary 
Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, attended as a 
special guest, and addressed the meeting and confirmed the 
ongoing support of the Regiment, Regimental Association 
and the Charitable Trust.  Congratulations to Chairman Nyal 
Wilcox and his team, including Regimental Association 
President Gayle Hawthorne (BCR Representative of the 
Committee), for their committed service to the Cadet Corps 
and for their great hospitality!  
 

CANADIAN WALK FOR VETERANS 
LAFARGE LAKE, COQUITLAM 

19 OCTOBER 2019 
 

The second annual “Canadian Walk for Veterans” took place in ten cities across Canada: Courtenay, Metro 
Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Barrie, Ottawa, Kingston, Phillipsburg, Moncton and Charlottetown.  This 
year’s five-kilometre walk was expanded “…to recognize the contributions, challenges and sacrifices made 
by all veterans and first responders and their families, military, police, fire fighters and emergency health 
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service providers.”  The theme of this year’s walk was “…suicide prevention, recognizing that many 
veterans and first responders who are always there to help us sometimes need help themselves.”  
 
The Lower Mainland walk was held at Lafarge Lake Park in Coquitlam and commenced at 10:00 am with an 
upbeat program by the HMCS Discovery Band, a 10 minute warning Call by BCR Bugle Major Chris Ahern, 
followed by an introduction by the Master of Ceremonies, Jon McComb, CKNW radio host and a long-time 
supporter, the singing of “O Canada” and “Danny Boy” by Vancouver’s own Mark Donnelly , an Aboriginal 
Drum Trio providing a warm welcome to the attendees, speeches by the Mayor of Coquitlam, Richard 
Stewart, the Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, the Honourable Mike Farnworth and the MLA 
for Coquitlam, Joan Issacs.  Bugle Major Ahern sounded the advance with a Cavalry Charge at the start of 
their trek around Lafarge Lake.  Other BCRs in attendance were Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne and 
Regimental Association member Terry Haigh.  Post walk festivities included a BBQ by the Kinsman. 
 
All proceeds for the Lafarge Lake Walk accrued to our friends at Honour House Society, New Westminster. 
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2019 PILLARS CONFERENCE 
RCMP PACIFIC REGION TRAINING CENTRE, CHILLIWACK 

18 – 20 OCTOBER 2019 
 

2781 Powell River Commanding Officer, Lt. Caroline Visser, and Support Committee Secretary and Treasurer, 
Michelle Scott, attended the 2019 Pillars Conference in Chilliwack, BC on October 18-20th courtesy of financial 
support from the BCR Association. 
 
The information presented was timely and practical, particularly to new support committee members like Ms 
Scott. “I had no idea of the information and support we could get from the League!” was a comment heard not 
only from Ms Scott, but from a number of other attendees at the conference. Of particular interest was the 
segment “Support Committee for New Personnel” as well as the BC Lottery gaming Grant Presentation, which 
outlined eligible programs and expenses. 
 
One new offering the conference introduced was the Army Cadet League Drill Practical Challenge & Workshop. 
It was presented as an introduction for corps to the Drill Team Program, and a great way for smaller corps in 
particular to break into the activity. It was followed by a presentation by C/MWO Gavin Lau on his experience in 
the Drill Team Program. 
 
As always, the networking opportunities at this conference are key. During the numerous presentations and 
discussions over the course of the conference, connections were made and information was shared. Social 
events abounded both on the meet and greet in the lounge on Friday night, and the silent auction on Saturday 
night complete with fantastic costumes. Ms Scott won her bid on what will become a Christmas gift for one of her 
family, and Lt Visser walked away with a new pace stick. All funds raised over the weekend go directly to the 
Army Cadet League, BC Branch. 
 
“Definitely worthwhile, and a great way to bring together the three pillars of the Army Cadet Program. We need to 
work together to support the cadets and the program.” Ms. Scott already has next year’s dates of October 16-18, 
2020 on her calendar! 
 

 
Lt. Dawn Royal and Michelle Scott 

 
Lt. Caroline Visser 

 
Michelle Scott 
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THE HONOURABLE HARJIT SINGH SAJJAN, PC, OMM, MSM, CD, MP 
21 OCTOBER 2019 

 

 

The Honourable Harjit Singh Sajjan, late of The British Columbia 
Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own), was re-elected to Parliament 
as the Member for Vancouver South on 21 October 2019 after 
almost four years of service as the Minister of National Defence 
(appointed on 4 November 2015). 
 
The Minister joined the Regiment as a Trooper in 1989 and 
completed his service upon his promotion to Lieutenant Colonel and 
upon his appointment as the Commanding Officer for the period 
2012 to 2014.  Prior to commanding the Regiment, Minister Sajjan 
served on an operational tour in Bosnia-Herzegovina with the Lord 
Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians) and three operational tours in 
Afghanistan.  In addition, Minister Sajjan served as an Aide-de-
Camp to the Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia and served 
eleven years as a police officer with the Vancouver Police 
Department. 
 

 
On behalf of the entire Regimental Family, our friends and supporters, it is my very great honour and 
privilege to congratulate Lieutenant Colonel (Retired), The Honourable Harjit Singh Sajjan, on his election 
victory and to thank him for his excellent service and commitment to the Regiment, the Regimental Family 
and to our country.   
 
We all know that Minister Sajjan is a very great friend of the Canadian Armed Forces and will continue to 
maintain his high level of service and dedication to our Soldiers and Canada. 
 
Ted Hawthorne, Honorary Colonel, 
The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) 

 
HMCS DISCOVERY 

CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY 
22 OCTOBER 2019 

 
The Change of Command Ceremony from 
Commander Chris Persson, CD to Commander 
Bryan Price, CD was held at HMCS Discovery at 
7:30 pm on Tuesday, 22 October 2019.  As most 
of our readers will know, “the stone frigate takes its 
name from HMS Discovery, the ship used by 
George Vancouver to chart most of North 
America's north-western coast. Originally based at 
the Stanley Park Barracks, in 1944 Discovery 
moved to its current location on Deadman's Island, 
in Coal Harbour, adjacent to Stanley Park.” 
 
The Reviewing Officer was Captain (Navy) Patrick 
Montgomery, OMM, CD, Special Assistant to the 
Director General, Naval Strategic Readiness.   The   
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Sequence of Events included the customary Call for Markers, the arrival of the RO, General Salute, 
Inspection of the Ship’s Company, signing of the Change of Command documents, and Speeches, March 
Past (Incoming CO), Departure of the RO, Ships Company Man the Side, Departure of the outgoing CO, the 
traditional Rowing Ashore of the outgoing CO and a Reception in the Chief and Petty Officers’ Mess.  The 
Naval Association Band provided the customary musical arrangements throughout the course of the 
evening. 
 
The Regiment was well represented by Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne, the Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay, Major Adam McLeod and the RSM, CWO Tony Harris.  The Band 
Governor, Honorary Colonel Bill Diamond (39 CER), was also in attendance along with members of the 
Regimental Family, Honorary Major Cam Cathcart, President of RUSI, Vancouver and Constantine Pappas. 
 
Our congratulations to Cdr Chris Persson for his outstanding service and our congratulations to Cdr Bryan 
Price on his appointment and our very best wishes for a successful command. 
 
Thank you HMCS Discovery for your customary hospitality! 
 

  
 

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA REGIMENT 
(DUKE OF CONNAUGHT’S OWN) MUSEUM SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
23 OCTOBER 2019 

 
The Regimental Museum is pleased to announce that the following Directors were duly elected for the 
ensuing year by the Members at the Annual General Meeting held at the Drill Hall on Tuesday morning, 23 
October 2019:  
 
President  - Cam Cathcart 
Vice President  - Rick Hourie 
Treasurer  - Keith Maxwell 
Secretary  - Bob Clauson 
Curator  - Don Neish 
Director at Large -  Jim Barrett 
Director at Large -  Brian Drab 
Director at Large - Bill Whalen 
 
Congratulations and best wishes from the Regimental 
Family to the newly elected Board of Directors.  
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COLUMBUS LONG TERM CARE SOCIETY 
29th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION CEREMONY 

30 OCTOBER 2019 
 
Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne, a member of 
Columbus Residence for over 35 years and a 
Past Chairman and President of the Board of 
Directors, attended the Annual Ceremony 
marking the 29th Anniversary of the opening of 
Columbus Residence, a very dynamic 
community facility noted for their exceptional 
care for seniors by a compassionate and 
committed staff who serve them.  As part of the 
Ceremony, the President of Columbus 
Residence, Tom Wilson, and the Administrator, 
Jamie Ascher, recognized numerous staff 
members for their dedication to Columbus 
Residence and its residents by awarding and 
presenting distinctive pins for periods of service 
ranging from five to twenty-five years.  Given 
the staff’s longstanding commitment to 
teamwork, long term service at Columbus 
Residence is not uncommon at all.   

 
An enjoyable reception followed the ceremony with the residents, staff, volunteers and board members, 
past and present.   
 
Congratulations to all of our friends at Columbus Residence and thank you for your dedicated service to our 
community.  
 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE FOUNDATION CHARITY GALA 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, VICTORIA, B.C. 

SATURDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

The very successful annual Charity Gala 
evening provided an impressive program 
which included the serving of Hors 
d’oeuvres upon arrival, the entrance of 
the Official Party, the singing of 
O Canada, remarks by The Honourable 
Janet Austin, OBC, Lieutenant Governor 
of British Columbia, and Michael 
O’Connor, QC, President of the 
Government House Foundation, the Loyal 
Toast, Food Station Service, a special 
performance by Professor Santa Ono, 
Eric Wong and Jenny Lim, a presentation 
by The Victoria Police Pipe Band, a 
performance by The Naden Band of the 
RCN, Dessert Service, Dancing and a 
Live Auction. 
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Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne 
marked the special occasion by 
presenting his Honorary Colonel 
Regimental Coin to our very good 
friend and colleague, Jerymy 
Brownridge, Private Secretary to 
the LG and the Executive Director 
of Government House. 
 
As has been noted, “The 
Foundation was created in 1988 to 
preserve and support the legacy of 
Government House, the 
ceremonial home of all British 
Columbians.  The resources raised    
by the Foundation help enhance and showcase the historical and cultural values of the building, grounds 
and gardens, and fund the legacy programs of Lieutenant Governors past and present.”  Her Honour’s three 
programs are the establishment of a Youth Advisory Committee, a Ring of Reconciliation and 
Conversations on Democracy and Belonging. 
 
A grand evening indeed! 
 

NO STONE LEFT ALONE CEREMONY 
FRASER CEMETERY, NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. 

4 NOVEMBER 2019 
 
Honorary LCol Rohani represented The BC Regiment (DCO) at the No Stone Left Alone Ceremony held on 
Monday, November 4th at the military section of Fraser Cemetery, in New Westminster.  
 
No Stone Left Alone is the initiative that honours and recognizes the sacrifices of fallen Canadian soldiers 
and veterans by placing poppies on military headstones. 
 
Attendees including members of The Royal Westminster Regiment, St. John Ambulance volunteers, 
community members, students from Richard McBride and Ecole Herbert Spencer elementary schools, 
placed more than 450 poppies on military graves at the Fraser Cemetery.  
 

 
 

HLCol Rohani, 
Senator Yohah 

Martin, LCol Chuck 
MacKinnon CO, The 
Royal Westminster 

Regiment, New 
Westminster School 

Trustee Danielle 
Connelly and 

Captain John Milne, 
The Royal 

Westminster 
Regiment at the 
Fraser Cemetery 

  

 
Students and visitors laying poppies, some 

reflecting, saying prayers and all paying respect 
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Since No Stone Left Alone began in New Westminster in 2017, it has gained a lot of followers and grown 
from a handful of children to over 350 students this year. 
 
This experience at the gravesite brought children of all backgrounds together teaching respect, awareness, 
understanding and appreciation of those that served and those that paid the ultimate price. It helps future 
generations understand the importance of service, sacrifice and remembrance. 
 
“It is important to pay tribute to the men and women who have so valiantly served in times of war, military 
conflict and peace, many of whom have paid the ultimate sacrifice,” said HCol Baker-MacGrotty. “Their 
dedication and personal sacrifices allow us to live in peace and freedom in Canada today. Lest we forget.” 

 

 
More than 350 students showed up at the  

No Stone Left Alone ceremony in New Westminster 

 
The Royal Westminster Regiment Band 

 
 

 
Mr. David MacGrotty, Hon Colonel 

Karen Baker-MacGrotty, Hon L Col Rohani 

 
St. John Ambulance Volunteers  

New Westminster Div 1304 performed  
The National Anthem 
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ATTESTATION OF OFFICER CADET WILSON YUAN 
THE ARMOURY, NEW WESTMINSTER, BC 

07 NOVEMBER 2019 
By:  Lt. Michael Azzano 

 

 

Last night, the Canadian Armed Forces gained 4 
new members. One of those members is in the 
British Columbia Regimental family however as 
Officer Cadet Wilson Yuan, Assistant Training 
Officer at 2381 BCR (Irish Fusiliers) RCACC was 
sworn into the Cadet Instructors Cadre at The 
Armoury in New Westminster. 
 
Officer Cadet Yuan joined 2381 in September 2018 
and has become a staple of the corps’ training 
cadre. Previous to his time at 2381 RCACC, OCdt 
Yuan was a Cadet Warrant Officer 2nd Class at 692 
BCIT Aerospace Royal Canadian Air Cadet 
Squadron in Richmond BC. He spent time working  

with their marksmanship team and first aid team, leading them to success in many competitions. Those are 
both teams he has taken responsibility for at 2381. In addition, OCdt Yuan has spear headed the 
improvement and more timely delivery of images to the 2381 BCR (Irish Fusiliers) RCACC Facebook page 
and website, and also provided his graphic design chops to creating our new corps t-shirts! 
 
At the attestation was Maj Lee Taylor CD, Commanding Officer of 2381, Lt Michael Azzano, Training Officer 
of 2381, Ret’d Sgt Bob Laing, Training Advisor and the Cadet Sergeant Majors of 2381 BCR. Welcome to 
the Regiment Officer Cadet Wilson Yuan! Up the Dukes! 
 

   
 OCdt Yuan is welcomed to the CAF 

by Capt Chris Smith,  
Zone Training Officer 

All the members attested on  
7 November 2019 

 

2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC 
THE DRILL HALL 

7 NOVEMBER 2019 
 
The regular weekly training night at the Drill Hall for 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC was a very busy 
evening with a Flag Party Drill Practice for Remembrance Day with instructors Bob Underhill and MWO 
Steve Kern, a Pipes and Drums practice, a regular parade drill practice for the remaining Cadets and the 
monthly Support Committee Meeting of the parents and supporters of 2290 BCR.   
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Congratulations 2290 BCR and keep 
up the good work! 
 
Up the Dukes! 
 

 
 

DUKES AND FRIENDS GATHER TO HONOUR  
INDIGENOUS VETERANS AND FALLEN COMRADES 

By: Major (Retired) Dan Thomas, CD 
 
Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne and Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Farid Rohani wore their uniforms with 
pride on Friday morning November 8th, 2019, for the annual Aboriginal Veterans Day ceremonies. As in past 
years, the day’s events began with smudging and a pipe ceremony conducted by Squamish elder and 
veteran Robert Nahanee inside the Carnegie Centre.   
 
The room was filled with veterans, family members, and many other supporters of Canada’s Indigenous 
peoples who volunteered to serve the nation – even when it harmed their own circumstances (such as 
losing their Indian Status) to do so.  Many members of the Chinese Canadian Military Museum Society were 
also present, representing a similar historic narrative. 
 
Following the indoor ceremony, the assembly moved in procession down West Hasting Street to Victory 
Square for the customary wreath laying and two minutes’ silence. The crowd applauded enthusiastically 
there when the Honourable Harjit Sajjan, Minister of National Defence, was presented with a star blanket – 
an honour traditionally granted to respected warriors.  
 
Other VIPs present included Jody Wilson-Raybould, MP for Vancouver Centre; the Honourable Melanie 
Mark, BC Minister for Advanced Education, Skills, and Training, and Shane Simpson, MLA; and Vancouver 
City Councillors Melissa De Genova, Lisa Dominato, and Adriane Carr. A strong turnout of uniformed first 
responders included the Vancouver Police Department’s Chief Constable Adam Palmer and Superintendent 
Marcie Flamand, who commands the VPD’s busy downtown districts.  
 

 
 

City of 
Vancouver 
Councillors 

Adriane Carr 
(left) and Melissa 

De Genova 
(centre, holding 

microphone) 
address the 

assembly inside 
Carnegie Centre 

 
 

 
Minister Harjit Sajjan 
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At the conclusion of the cenotaph 
ceremony, many participants headed 
east to the Vancouver Aboriginal 
Friendship Centre for a shared meal 
and further ceremonies, including the 
presentation of several more star 
blankets to veterans. Minister Sajjan 
led the veterans’ procession into the 
gymnasium. 
 
Like the Remembrance Day 
ceremonies on November 11th, public 
interest and participation in Aboriginal 
Veterans Day are increasing. Dukes 
offer our sincere respects and 
congratulations to elder Robert 
Nahanee and to elder Kelly White, 
who planned and coordinated the 
day’s events to very positive effect.  

 
Dukes and veterans join Squamish elder  
Robert Nahanee (centre, holding pipe) 

for the opening ceremony inside Carnegie Centre 

 

REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 
ICBC HEAD OFFICE, NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C. 

8 November 2019 
 

 
 
The annual Ceremony of Remembrance was held at the Head Office of ICBC in North Vancouver on Friday, 
November 8th at 10:50 in the morning.  Archie Steacy, the President of the British Columbia Veterans 
Commemorative Association, and members were piped into the rotunda for the ceremony by the 6 Engineer 
Squadron Lt. Col. J.P. Fell Pipe Band.  The observance was conducted by Captain, the Reverend Gordon 
Barrett, and the Parade was commanded by Major James Barrett, the Commanding Officer of 3300 BCR 
(Bhai Kanhaiya) RCACC.  Also in attendance was the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne.  
Lindsay Matthews, the Vice President of Public Affairs and Driver Licensing Operations for ICBC, 
addressed the large audience and participants and provided a very meaningful address on the significance 
of our duty to remember.  A luncheon/reception was held after the ceremony for the veterans at the 
Cheshire Cheese Restaurant in the Lonsdale Quay. 
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Congratulations and thank you to ICBC for the memorable ceremony!  Kudos to Alex Robson, Senior 
Advisor, Employee Relations, for her excellent work in organizing the event.   
 

  
 
 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION REMEMBRANCE DINNER 
PACIFIC & GEORGIA BALLROOM, THE SANDMAN HOTEL  

10 November 2019 
 
The 2019 Remembrance Dinner was held at the Sandman Hotel once again with a great turnout of the BCR 
members and the extended BCR family.  A special thanks to Archie Steacy for manning the guest 
registration desk and welcoming the guests.   
 
Major Jim Barrett was the MC and did a wonderful job in making sure everyone had a great time, bought 
raffle tickets and made sure the evening went forward without any issues.  
 
The serving members of the Regiment in attendance were the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Paul Lindsay, and Michelle, the 2IC, Major Vince Virk, and Noor, Major Adam Macleod, Captain James 
Norman and the RSM, CWO Tony Harris.   
 
The evening’s program commenced with President Gayle Hawthorne welcoming everyone and thanking her 
Board of Directors, the Command Team and the greater Regimental Family for their great support of the 
Regimental Association.    
 
Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne said grace which was then followed by the lighting of the Candle of 
Remembrance at the Table of Remembrance by the RSM.   
 
An excellent dinner was then enjoyed by all and guided by Major Barrett to avoid a rush for the “free range 
chicken which were running late in arrival due to traffic.”  
 
Toasts were made to The Queen, HMCS Vancouver, The Rifles, The Fallen, with the Last Post by Bugler 
Major Chris Ahern and the Regiment. 
 
Colonel Lindsay provided a comprehensive State of the Regiment having met recruiting targets, trainings 
completed and the accolades from those in Brigade and elsewhere about the BCR high readiness and 
achievements. He ended with very kind words of achievement for the Regimental Association.  
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The CO was followed by Colonel Hawthorne who acknowledged the very great support of the Regimental 
Association and its Charitable Trust to the Commanding Officer, the Regiment and the entire Regimental 
Family.  Colonel Hawthorne also remembered the passing of members in the past year and those on the 
sick list. In conclusion, Colonel Hawthorne presented his Honorary Colonel Regimental Coin and 
Commendation to Charlotte Yen in recognition of her many years of support in publishing The BCR News 
and The Duke. 
 
During the break draw tickets were sold, led by Jim Barrett.  The draws for the door prizes and the lucky 
tickets were conducted by the MC and Gayle Hawthorne. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE HONORARY COLONEL’S COMMENDATION  
AND REGIMENTAL COIN TO CHARLOTTE YEN 

ANNUAL REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION REMEMBRANCE DINNER 
10 NOVEMBER 2019 

 
The Honorary Colonel’s Commendation and Regimental 
Coin were presented to Charlotte Yen of HPLaw on the 
evening of the annual Regimental Association 
Remembrance Dinner held at The Sandman Inn in 
Vancouver.  The Commendation and Coin were presented 
by Colonel Hawthorne to Charlotte “in recognition of the 
outstanding dedication, service and commitment…in 
producing The Duke newsletter and The BCR News and 
for her tireless efforts and personal contributions in support 
of the Regimental Association and the Honorary Colonel, all 
in furtherance of the good name of the Regiment”. 
 
Congratulations Charlotte and thank you from all of us!  
  

Up the Dukes! 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY 
THE CENOTAPH AT VICTORY SQUARE  

11 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

We were blessed once again with great weather for the annual ceremony of commemoration and 
remembrance at the Cenotaph in Victory Square for the 101st Anniversary of the end of the First World War. 
 
Our special thanks to The BC Regiment (DCO) Irish Pipes & Drums for leading the Regimental Association 
on parade.  Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne had the honour of leading the Regimental Association and 
The Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Farid Rohani assisted as 2I/C.   
 
The Regiment had a great turnout, looked sharp and in fine form on this special day of remembrance.   
 
The Remembrance Parade Commander was the Commanding Officer of The British Columbia Regiment 
(DCO), Lieutenant Colonel Paul Lindsay, and the Parade Sergeant Major was the RSM, CWO Tony Harris.   
 

 



 
 
 
 

25 

Upon the Regiment’s return to the Drill Hall, the parade was dismissed, and our soldiers placed their poppies on 
the Table of Remembrance, for the final customary gesture for the conclusion of formalities on Remembrance 
Day. 
 
The traditional toasts to the Fallen, by the President of the Regimental Association, Gayle Hawthorne, and the 
Regiment, by the Honorary Colonel, Ted Hawthorne, were given prior to the departure of the Regiment to Victory 
Square for our Soldiers and upon return to the Drill Hall by our Veterans.  Many thanks to the Regimental 
Association for providing the beverages for the Toasts.   
 
Congratulations to the Regiment, the Regimental Association, the BCR Brass & Reed Band, the BCR Irish Pipes 
& Drums, and the Regimental Family for a very fine Remembrance Day Parade!   
 
Well done indeed! 
 
“At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them”. 
 

Truly a memorable day for all of us.  Up the Dukes!    
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LEKE BELGIUM  
REMEMBRANCE DAY 
11 NOVEMBER 2019 

 
This is a photograph taken on Remembrance Day (November 11, 2019) at the Canadasquare in LEKE, with 
the unveiling of a new information board (plate) about the liberation on September 7, 1944. 
 

 
 

In the photograph: 
Rita Hoorne (Flag Agriculture group- Leke), Daniël Devisscher (Flag National Soldiers Association- Leke), 
Ruben Jonckheere (Flag Fire Department Leke), Mrs Lies Laridon (Mayor of Diksmuide), Piper Luc 
Vermeylen, Wim Vandenbussche (President Belgian Canadian Remembrance Committee-Leke/ BCRC-
Leke), Lt.Col. Joseph Harding (Canadian Army), WO Martin Velleux (Canadian Army), Luke (Ludwig) 
Vandenbussche (Secretary BCRC-Leke), Luc Lansen (BCRC-Leke), Jean-Luc Hemerycke (BCRC- Leke), 
Danny Lonneville (Belgian Red Cross-Diksmuide- Flanders), Reinhardt Vandenbussche (Local Police 
Force), Klaas Vandenbussche (Belgian Red Cross- Diksmuide- Flanders). 
  
Greetings to all of you, 
 
Luke Vandenbussche 
Secretary Belgian- Canadian Remembrance Committee- Leke.   
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A SMALL WORLD 
By:  Bill Whalen 

 
In August of 1985, I had just returned from RESO 3 (Armoured School), at the Combat Training Centre in 
Gagetown, New Brunswick and then immediately deployed with the British Columbia Regiment to CFB 
Wainwright for Milcon, as a Lynx Troop Leader.   
 
Fast forward 34 years, and I am now 
a member of the RCMP, stationed 
with the Federal Serious and 
Organized Crime unit at E Division 
Headquarters.  Mrs. Lili Smith (nee 
Stec) is situated on the same floor, 
working as a public servant for the 
RCMP.  We have worked on the 
same floor for two years, and seen 
each other almost daily.  She 
approached me on November 5th 
and asked if I had ever been in the 
Army, to which I replied “Yes”.  She 
then pulled out a faded photograph, 
taken at CFB Wainwright, in August 
of 1985, and asked “Isn’t this you in 
the  middle?”  Sure  enough  it  was,   
with me in my well-worn armoured crew suit and she in her combat uniform on the right.  Clearly, I had popped 
back for a hot meal, and Lili had pulled out her camera for a quick picture.  She had joined the British Columbia 
Regiment in the 1980’s, served two full years on class “B” with the 15th Field as a Corporal and then joined the 
civil service.  It is indeed a small world.  

 
ANNUAL REGIMENTAL FOOTBALL GAME 

HARRY WARREN FIELD, UBC 
13 NOVEMBER 2019 

 
The annual hotly contested Regimental Football Game between the Junior Ranks and the Officers and Senior 
NCOs of the Regiment was held at Harry Warren Field, UBC on the regular training night of Thursday, November 
13th.  The much sought after Bedpan Trophy was awarded to the Officers and Senior NCOs of the Regiment after 
a valiantly fought game where “the Officers and SrNCOs were faced with a vastly larger force in the JRanks.  Yet 
we were able to pull out a win of 42-24.  Few bruises but many smiles all around in the end,” as reported by the 
2IC, Major Vincent Virk.  Well done BCRs! 
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OSHAWA WAR DEAD & VETERANS STREET NAMING CEREMONY 
CITY OF OSHAWA AND RCL BRANCH #43 

14 NOVEMBER 2019 
By: Gary Lockie 

 
The Lockie Family was honoured to be a part of this special Street Naming Ceremony of 13 War Veterans 
on November 14, 2019 at Legion Branch #43 in Oshawa, Ontario, on a cold snowy blustery day. Our Family 
has lived in this area for over 100 years, but ever since my late Dad, Trooper Victor Lockie, came back from 
serving with The British Columbia Regiment (DCO), as a tank driver in C Squadron during WW II all we ever 
heard him talk about was British Columbia being “God’s Country” for years without ever getting out to the 
west coast.  So, our Family felt it was only fitting that we let you current members of the Dukes know of his 
devotion to the Dukes, its members and your province.  In 2014, Dad died at 95 years old after suffering 
through ten years of deteriorating mental and physical health from Alzheimer’s.  We started thinking of how 
we could honour his war service; so I contacted the City of Oshawa and got their Veterans Street Naming 
application form and filled out Dad’s war combat experience with Worthington Force at Hill 140 in 
Normandy, France, Belgium, Holland and Germany along with his service to our community after the war.  
Subsequently, the City and the Legion application committees approved his application and then had to wait 
for subdivision approvals and finally the naming.  The applicant Families were then notified of their loved 
one’s naming; it took almost five years!  It was well worth it because we had over 100 family members 
present with the Mayor, the RCL Branch President, City Councillors and the ex-Colonel of the Ontario Tank 
Regiment, Bob Chapman, as Master of Ceremonies of the award ceremony.  Eleven members of each 
Family and the two living veterans were marched into the auditorium holding cardboard street signs with the 
name of the thirteen named veterans behind the Legion piper.  Each dignitary in attendance related various 
stories of various local Legion veterans they had great regard for or had funny stories of their service; then 
there was a one minute silence, after which the resume of each of the 13 veterans war service was read out 
to those in attendance.  They ranged from being captured in Hong Kong by the Japanese, heavy tank and 
infantry battles in Normandy, aircraft being shot down over Germany or the Far East and the Korean War, a 
real diverse history of war service. A short prayer ended the Naming Ceremony and The Legion Auxiliary 
then served tea, coffee cookies and cakes while many took pictures of various segments of the event and 
veteran memorabilia displayed by the families and also took pictures of various family members and 
participants some of which I have included.  In conclusion, we received many e-mails of congratulations; so 
many that my Dad would have been embarrassed by the accolades because he survived Hill 140 and his 
own tank “Buckshee” was destroyed a month later with so many of his friends being killed or captured.  I 
truly think that’s why he avoided talking of his war experiences till he was over seventy years old, when he 
finally came to terms with his war experience. Nevertheless, he was always proud of his service to Canada 
and now finally a street named for his service time in The British Columbia Regiment (DCO) in WWII. 
 
Up the Dukes! 
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3rd CANADIAN DIVISION HONORARY COLONELS COUNCIL 
CFB ESQUIMALT 

23 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

The 3rd Canadian Division Honorary Colonels Council was held on 23 November 2019 at CFB Esquimalt 
where Honorary Colonels from the 38th, 39th and 41st  Brigade groups gathered to discuss, hear and learn of 
ways to better serve and promote the welfare of the army reserve units and to ensure their viability as an 
important component of the Canadian Armed Forces. 

  
The Canadian Scottish Regiment Pipe Band welcomed the guests and began what was a great weekend of 
learning and further strengthening of ties between the various Honararies.  
 
Brigadier-General Steve Lacroix, Commander 3rd Canadian Division / Joint Task Force West welcomed the 
attendees and spoke about the important role of the Honorary Colonels and their position in the structure of 
the Reserve units. General Lacroix talked about the responsibility of the Honorary to provide guidance to 
senior officers, acting as an advocate for their various regiments and the CAF in general and to be a strong 
link between CAF personnel and the wider community.  
 
Brigadier-General David Awalt,  Deputy Commander 3rd Canadian Division, Chief Warrant Officer Renee 
Kiens, Division Sergeant Major and Chief Warrant Officer Daniel Sembalerus, Division Deputy Sergeant 3rd 
Canadian Division, spoke to the  continuation of the Strong Secured Engaged Canadian Defence Policy and 
the Honorary Colonel of the Army Paul Hindo spoke to what the Honararies should do to get closer to both 
the Commanding officers, the Soldiers and the Unit RSMs.   
  
Speakers covered the Order of Dress, and when to wear the appropriate uniforms, decorations, medals and 
important matters of general decorum from saluting to proper way to blouse the uniform. 
  
The gathering provided a great opportunity to meet fellow Honararies, to ask questions and bond with each 
other for using the resources that each can share or exchange which will benefit the various Regiments. 
 
A tour of the CFB Base Esquimalt, a visit and tour of HMCS Regina was also included for the attendees. 
  
The Council wrapped up on the evening of the 23rd with the 82nd Canadian Scottish Regiment (Princess 
Mary's) Game Dinner, where the attendees had a chance to select from a large assortment of wild meat, 
game and fish from BC. 
 
We look forward to the next Council.  
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The Canadian Scottish Regiment Pipe Band  
welcoming the guests 
 
 

Brigadier General Steve Lacroix  
speaking to the Honararies  

 

 
Some of the Honararies in attendance 

 
HLCol Rohani and HLCol Ed Fitch  

(Major General Retired) 
 

 
VETERANS’ PARKING IN VANCOUVER 

CITY OF VANCOUVER 
26 NOVEMBER 2019 

 
On November 26th the City of Vancouver Council passed motion B.3 backing the proposal for free, 
year-round veterans’ parking. This wonderful initiative, recognizing the service of veterans, was led by 
Councillor Melissa De Genova and received unanimous approval for the City Council to commit to a 
process by November 11, 2020 for year-round free parking.  
 
Veterans had in the past, due to efforts by Lieutenant-Colonel (Retired) Archie Steacy and the B.C. 
Veterans Commemorative Association, free parking from November 4th to 11th to mark Veterans' Week. This 
motion allows for year-round free parking in Vancouver. 
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A previous study done by the City of Surrey showed that there was little effect on parking meter revenues 
when the city allowed veterans to park for free.  
 
The City of Vancouver followed other Canadian cities such as Red Deer, Alberta, Regina, Saskatchewan, 
White Rock, British Columbia and London, Ontario to offer free parking for the veterans. 
 
The motion allows that veterans who display a valid veteran’s licence plate would get complimentary 
parking at metered parking spots, Easy Park lots and at city-run community centres and pools. 
 
The free parking, however, would be limited to existing parking time limits as indicated by current parking 
bylaws. 
 
President Emeritus Archie Steacy attended the Vancouver City Council meeting but the approval process 
went late into the evening and was approved without the requirement for anyone to speak on behalf of the 
motion. 

 

  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

32 

THE NAVAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
LUNCHEON SPEAKERS SERIES 

THE LIBERATION OF HOLLAND CELEBRATIONS IN 2020 
15th FIELD REGIMENT RCA, BESSBOROUGH ARMOURY 

27 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

The well attended monthly NOABC Luncheon was held in the Officers’ Mess of the 15th Field Regiment, 
RCA, on Wednesday, November 27th , followed by the Speakers’ Series organized by NOABC which 
featured a presentation by the Consul General for the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Henk Snoeken, on the 
topic of “The Liberation of Holland Celebrations in Canada and Metro Vancouver in 2020.”  In the course of 
his very thorough presentation, the Consul General for Vancouver thanked Honorary Colonel Ted 
Hawthorne and the Regiment for the strong support and announced that the annual Remembrance Day 
Ceremony will take place once again at the Drill Hall of the Regiment on 4 May 2020. 
 

  
 

 
2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC 

CO’S PARADE 
28 NOVEMBER 2019 
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The monthly CO’s Parade of 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) 
RCACC at the Drill Hall was a very full evening for the 
Cadets and the Support Committee of the unit.  The 
evening program included a complete training 
component and a visit by the Honorary Colonel of the 
Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, who was the Reviewing 
Officer.  The parade, complete with Flag Party and Pipes 
and Drums Band, included the customary inspection, 
march past, and a presentation of a support cheque from 
Honorary Captain Agnes Keegan on behalf of ANAVETS 
Unit #100.  In his address to the Cadets, the Reviewing 
Officer complimented the unit on the impressive turnout, 
dress, drill and deportment.  Also, in attendance were 
Regimental Association President Gayle Hawthorne 
(BCR Representative of the Support Committee).  The 
evening concluded with the Advance in Review Order.     
 
Congratulations 2290 BCR and thank you for the most 
enjoyable evening!  
 

ANAVETS UNIT #100, KINGSWAY, VANCOUVER 
2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC FUNDRAISER 

30 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

The Captain Keegan’s Annual Christmas Cadet Fundraiser was held at ANAVETS Unit #100 with a full 
house in support of 2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC (“2290 BCR”).  The very successful event was once 
again organized and run by long-time member of Unit #100, Agnes Keegan, also a committed member of 
the Support Committee of 2290 BCR.  A very strong BCR turnout was evident with a brief visit by the 
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted Hawthorne, the Regimental Association President Gayle Hawthorne 
(BCR Representative for the Committee) along with 2290 BCR CIC Officers, Commanding Officer, Captain 
Tony Liem, Captain Mike Marek, OCdt Scott Hamilton and OCdt Tracy Chow, and RSM C/CWO Monica 
Zhang attending.  The event was strongly supported by the unit Support Committee, including, the Chair 
and Vice Chair, Nyal and Thea Wilcox, former Chair, Dr. Alistair Younger, Treasurer Mike Johnson, Band 
Master Derek Davidson, Ana Franco and Chuck Davey.  All BCR attendees were greeted and recognized 
for their support of the Cadet Program.  Complimentary food and treats were provided to all by ANAVETS. 
 
Congratulations to Agnes for a job very well done indeed and to the members of ANAVETS Unit #100 for 
their wonderful support and tremendous hospitality.   
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA REGIMENT (DUKE OF CONNAUGHT’S OWN) 
SERVING OFFICERS’ DINNER 

OFFICERS’ MESS, THE DRILL HALL 
30 NOVEMBER 2019 

 
The Officers of the Regiment held their annual fall dinner in the Officers’ Mess at the Drill Hall on Saturday, 
November 30th.  It was a relaxing and most enjoyable evening complete with an excellent dinner, the 
customary toasts and short speeches by the Honorary Colonel, Ted Hawthorne, and the Commanding 
Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Paul Lindsay.  The atmosphere, complete with a Christmas Tree and festive 
decorations, was completely conducive to Duke comradery and good conversation. 
 
Well done PMC (Major Greg McCullough) and thank you for a great evening!   
 

  
 

OFFICERS’ MESS MEET & GREET 
THE DRILL HALL 

30 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

Congratulations to the 
PMC, Major Greg 
McCullough and 
President Emeritus Archie 
Steacy, for organizing 
another most enjoyable 
evening during such a 
busy schedule where 
former serving officers 
and serving officers of the 
Regiment were able to 
catch up in such a 
pleasant and casual 
atmosphere.  It was great 
to see so many old 
friends.  
 
Up the Dukes! 
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER 
5 DECEMBER 2019 

 
The Annual Christmas Fundraiser was once again a complete success with well over 120 guests in 
attendance.  Support for this fundraising initiative continues to grow and is at an all time high.  The funds 
raised go to support the many programs sponsored by The BC Regiment (DCO) Association Charitable 
Trust such as Bursaries, Cadet Development, Commemoration, Veterans’ Recognition and Community 
Outreach.  The traditional turkey dinner with all the trimmings, hospitality and camaraderie were first class 
and everyone had a great time.  As usual, the silent auction was the highlight of the event with over 67 
items hotly contested.  In addition, there were numerous door prizes and a multitude of excellent draw 
prizes.  Event Master of Ceremonies Major Jim Barrett and President of the Regimental Association, Gayle 
Hawthorne, greeted everyone and thanked the CO, our serving members, in particular the Ops Staff, and all 
three messes (Officers, WOs & Sgts and Junior Ranks) for their assistance and great support of this 
signature event.  The MC thanked the many members, friends and supporters, including HPLaw, 
ReMax/Sabre/Generations Partners, ReMax/All Points/Team Léo and the Naval Officers Association of B.C. 
for their many years of support.   
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Kudos to Cpl Stephen Delaat, PMC of Junior Ranks Mess, for providing the excellent bar service throughout 
the event and finally a big thank you to Lori’s Catering who always does such a fine job every year! 
 
Congratulations to Event OPI President Gayle Hawthorne and her team for this standout event in support of 
the Regimental Family. 
 

  
 

  
 
 

2290 BCR (101 DCOR) RCACC 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MESS DINNER 

5 DECEMBER 2019 
 
The annual mess dinner with well over 100 in attendance was a fitting conclusion to the end of a very 
successful training year.  Head Table guests included the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, Ted 
Hawthorne, Gayle Hawthorne, President of the Regimental Association and BCR Representative on the 
Support Committee, the CO, Captain Anthony Liem, PMC, C/CWO Monica Zhang, Honorary Captain Agnes 
Keegan, Director-at-Large and Cadet League Director Roger Prouse, Louise Prouse, Honours & Awards 
Executive of the Army Cadet League of B.C. and the Presidents of RCL Unit # 177 and New Chelsea 
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Society.  Speakers for the evening included the Honorary Colonel, the CO, the Chairman of the Support 
Committee, Nyal Wilcox, Captain Keegan, making numerous presentations, Roger Prouse and the 
Representatives of RCL Unit #177 and New Chelsea Society.  The guests were treated to the excellent play 
of the Unit’s Pipes & Drums Band, including “I’m 95” by Piper Derek Davidson, and, at the conclusion of the 
excellent dinner, dance music for the Cadets.   
 

 
 

 
 
Well done 2290 BCR and thank you for the excellent dinner and hospitality! 
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SOLDIERS’ RECOGNITION DINNER 
7 DECEMBER 2019 

 
The annual Christmas Soldiers’ Dinner took place 
on the 7th of December and following tradition 
junior members were served by their superiors. 
The BCR officers, Warrant Officers and NCOs 
showed their appreciation to their soldiers, for their 
hard work in the past year.  
 
The youngest member of the BCR switched 
jackets with the Commanding Officer LCol Paul 
Lindsay for the three-course dinner including wine 
and other beverages.  
 
The Regimental Brass Band did an outstanding job 
and the soldiers enjoyed their dinner which was 
enhanced by the vocal talents of Zach Davidson.  

 
 
The dinner was a great success and was followed with the appropriate toasts and remembrance of Cpl 
Cody Allard with the table for The Fallen. 
 
The evening came to an end with the Guidon being marched off and head table piped off.  
 
The Officers and Senior NCOs cleaned up and everyone headed to their respective messes for more 
activities and cheers that were to follow as the evening was still young for the soldiers.  
 
A tug of war competition was held as well as the popular horse race. The pot ended up being approximately 
$600 for the winning horse. 
 
The evening was a tremendous success, everyone seemed to have had a great time, lots of laughs and 
friendly competition and banter. A great way to conclude the year. 
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THE 99TH ANNUAL SAINT BARBARA SPECIAL GUEST DINNER 
15th FIELD ARTILLERY REGIMENT, 

THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF CANADIAN ARTILLERY 
7 DECEMBER 2019 

 

 

After the annual Soldiers’ 
Recognition Dinner, the Honorary 
Colonel of the Regiment, Ted 
Hawthorne, paid a quick visit to the 
15th Field Regiment RCA for a post 
St Barbara’s dinner get together 
and presentation of a long 
outstanding presentation of the 
CO’s Medallion to our good friend 
and colleague John Hawthorne.  
Congratulations John! 
 
Many thanks to our gunner friends 
and for the great hospitality. 
 
Ubique! 

 
SANTA DUKE 

8 DECEMBER 2019 
 

 

Santa Duke once again paid a special visit 
to the Officers’ Mess in the Drill Hall on the 
8th of December 2019 and was warmly 
welcome by the children of our soldiers 
and their parents.  
 
Santa Duke was received enthusiastically 
and with awe by very polite and well-
behaved boys and girls and their proud 
parents.  
 
It was a wonderful family event that 
capped an outstanding training year. 
There were lots of kids, and lots of parents 
that also enjoyed a nice buffet and a warm 
atmosphere for a festive day.  

 
The Christmas tree this year was especially well decorated by Lt Sam Serviss, who did an excellent job with 
decorations, helping Santa Duke with the gift wrapping and hospitality welcoming the guests. 
 
A special thanks goes to the Regimental Family for remembering Corporal Allard by giving a special gift 
(Teddy Bear) to his daughter Dakota and her sister.  
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Best wishes and Merry Christmas to all from Santa Duke! 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

BCR IRISH PIPES & DRUMS  
DECEMBER 2019 

 
The BCR Irish Pipes & Drums band had an eventful 2019, playing events both at the Beatty Street Drill Hall 
as well as for the broader community. Some of the year’s highlights include playing at the Paardeberg and 
St. Julien Dinners and leading the Regimental Association on Remembrance Day. 
 
The band also lead the parade on Granville Island for Canada Day, after which it played a rendition of 
Maple Leaf Forever for the gathered crowd.  Continuing its tradition, the band also performed at Legion Br. 
118, the British Ex-Servicemen’s Association and on Bowen Island for a community parade and festival. 
 
2020 is proving to be another busy year with the band preparing to travel to the Bay Street Armoury in 
Victoria to perform for the Vancouver Island Pipers Club in early February. 
 
The band has welcomed both new and prior members into the ranks and is excited to continue playing its 
unique repertoire of Irish music for the BCRs and the wider community in the coming year. 
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CO’S PARADE (STAND DOWN) 
11 DECEMBER 2019 

 
The December Stand Down parade ended another great and busy training year for the Regiment. 
 
Highlights of the evening included the presentation of a CD1 to WO Kevin McKee, the presentation of a 
Commission Scroll to Captain Huf Mullik and Captain Kim receiving his Commission Scroll. 
  
CWO Anthony Harris received the Chief Warrant Officer Scroll and WO Derek Murdock received the 
Commanding Officer’s Commendation and coin. 
  
Following the Honours segment of the program, LCol Paul Lindsay took a minute to highlight the great 
fundraising lunch that the Association hosted the previous week and ensure all members of the Regiment 
knew how fortunate the Regiment is to have such a strong and supportive Association.  The CO then 
introduced HCol (39CER) and Secretary of the Charitable Trust Bill Diamond to present the annual Bursary 
Awards from The BC Regiment (DCO) Association Charitable Trust. There was a total of  eight bursaries, 
each in the amount of $1,500.00.  The recipients were called forward and Bill then had the opportunity to 
provide a brief background on each of the Bursaries.  The Charitable Trust continued with the recent 
tradition of recognizing a member of the Association for their long time support of the Association.  This year 
the Bursary was named in recognition of Col (Ret’d) Keith Maxwell, OMM, CD Bursary.  This year a second 
Bursary was presented in recognition of supportive members.  The Sgt (Ret’d) Otto Remple, RCE Memorial 
Bursary was named in recognition of his son, Past President Recce Bob and daughter, President Gayle 
Hawthorne.  Thank you to Keith, Gayle and Bob for all you have done and continue to do to support the 
Association.  We appreciate all that you do – the public support as well as all the time and effort that people 
do not see, but are vital to the success of the Association. 
 
The Award Recipients were: 
 
1. Lt Samuel Jackson Serviss – The Colonel (Retired) Keith D. Maxwell, OMM, CD Bursary – SFU – 

International Studies/Economics; 
 
2. MCpl Sidhu – The P.C. Simon Memorial Bursary – UBC Faculty of Education; 
 
3. MCpl Kevin Zhou – The HPLaw Bursary – SFU – Masters of Arts Political Science; 
 
4. Cpl Roger Mack – The Sergeant (Retired) Otto Remple, RCE Memorial Bursary – BCIT – Plumbing; 
 
5. Cpl Justin Lee – The Russell Stonehouse, DFC Memorial Bursary – Justice Institute of BC – 

Advanced Care Paramedics; 
 
6. Cpl Jeon Son – The Lieutenant William Bicknell Memorial Bursary – UBC – Education; 
  
7. Tpr Niko Durano – The Commanding Officers Bursary – SFU – Economics; and 
 
8. Tpr Geoffrey Nordin – The Honorary Major Raymond Glover Memorial Bursary – Langara College – 

School of Management. 
 

Unfortunately, Lt Serviss was not able to receive his bursary in person due to his deployment the next day.  
Captain Kim was kind enough to ensure the bursary would be hand delivered prior to his departure. 
 
Honorary Colonel Bill Diamond then presented the CO with a cheque in the amount of $2,500.00 for the 
Unit Fund to use as required.  This donation was made by the Regimental Association Charitable Trust in 
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memory of the passing this year of our good friend and colleague of the Regimental Association Sergeant 
(Retired) Dan McKenzie, a strong supporter of the Regimental Association.  In addition, the donation was in 
recognition of the spouses and partners that support serving members and Regimental family members to 
allow us to do what we do in support of the Regiment and in memory of the members of the 28th Armoured 
Regiment. 
 
The CO closed the evening by congratulating the BCR for their accomplishments and his pride with the 
strong level of training and high achievements of the unit. 
 
Past President of the Regimental Association, Honorary Colonel Bill Diamond, 39 CER, Band Governor, 
Member of the CO’s Committee, Retired Colonel Keith Maxwell, LCol Bruce Kadonoff, CD2 and HLCol 
Farid Rohani were also present and observed the wonderful closing of the year parade.  

 

 
 

 
Captain Huff Mullik receiving his Commission  

Scroll from CO LCol Paul Lindsay 

 
Captain Kim receiving his Commission Scroll       

from CO LCol Paul Lindsay      
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WO Kevin McKee receiving the CD1 Decoration  

for his service from CO LCol Paul Lindsay 

 
WO Derek Murdock receiving the Commanding Officer’s 

Commendation from CO LCol Paul Lindsay 
 

 
CWO Anthony Harris receiving the 
Chief Warrant Officer Scroll from 

CO LCol Paul Lindsay 

 
The winners of the 2019 bursary program: 

MCPL Sidhu, MCpl Zhou, Cpl Roger Mak, Cpl Lee, 
Cpl Son, Tpr Durano and Tpr Nordin 

 
3300 BCR (Bhai Kanhaiya) RCACC 

ANNUAL SARAGARHI MESS DINNER 
14 DECEMBER 2019 

 
The annual 3300 BCR (Bhai Kanhaiya) RCACC unit Saragarhi Mess Dinner commemorating the historical 
battle in the NW Frontier of India, between the British Indian Empire and the Afghan tribesmen in 1897, was 
held on Saturday the 14th of December 2019 at the Sikh Academy School in Surrey, British Columbia. 
 
The dinner was a great success and well attended by the Cadets, the BCR Honorary LCol Rohani, Cathy 
Bach, the National President of the Army Cadet League of Canada, the CO, Major Jim Barrett, 2IC Captain 
Nagra. 
 
Also present was author of “Duty, Honour & Izzat, Historical Contributions of the Indians to the WW1”, 
Steven Purewal, as well as member of Parliament Sukh Dhaliwal and members of the Vancouver Police 
Force. 
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Those in attendance were treated to the sounds of the BCR Brass & Reed Band led by Director of Music 
Brian Smith.  
 
Major Jim Barrett, the CO, acted as PMC and began the program with an invite to the wonderful and 
delicious buffet prepared by the members of the Support Committee. 
 
The Honorary LCol Rohani gave greetings from the CO LCol Paul Lindsay and the Regimental Family and 
congratulated the Cadets for their dedication, service and a great year ending with a toast to the Cadet 
Program volunteers and Support Committee for the great job they had done putting the dinner together and 
dedication to the Cadets. 
 
Thank you 3300 BCR for a great evening, wonderful memories and a delicious dinner.  
 

 
 

  
 

 
2381 BCR (IRISH FUSILIERS) RCACC 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK DINNER  
17 DECEMBER 2019 

 
The annual Christmas Potluck Dinner of the 2381 BCR (Irish Fusiliers) RCACC was held at the Colonel 
Sherman Armoury in Richmond on Tuesday, December 17, 2019.  
 
The Colonel Sherman parade square was full of Cadets alongside their friends and families. 
 
The evening festivities commenced with Warrant Officer Cheung welcoming everyone, describing the 
evening program and letting the tables answer a trivia question with correct answers for the winning 
members table to eat first. 
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The CO, Major Lee Taylor, congratulated the Cadets and thanked the team of volunteers, parents and 
officers that made it such a successful year. Honorary LCol Rohani passed greetings from the BCR CO 
LCol Paul Lindsay to CO Major Lee Taylor and congratulated the Unit for their service and commitment to 
the Army Cadet Program. 
 
The potluck dinner was followed by a smorgasbord of sweets, from chocolates, pies, cream puffs and other 
delicious desserts. The night ended with draws for a great many prizes, a raffle for WestJet tickets and 
many other wonderful gifts. 
 
 It was a very happy evening and the cadets had a great time.  
 
Well done 2381 BCR! 
 

  
 
 

THE BCR BRASS AND REED BAND  
DECEMBER 2019 

 
The BCR Brass and Reed Band has been busy this year. 
 
In past years, the band has taken a break over the summer, but this year the band participated in a number 
of new summer events, including the Ladner Band Fest, the Princeton Traditional Music Festival, and most 
importantly the 2019 Okanagan Military Tattoo in Vernon.  Twenty band members travelled to Vernon and 
participated in one of the largest events of its kind in Canada.  There were more than 500 performers in 
three two-hour shows after nearly two full days of practice.  Bandmaster Cpl. Brian Smith played a 
prominent role and conducted the massed bands through a few tunes.  The entire performance was 
broadcast on TV and a recording is available on YouTube.  https://youtu.be/icw3ExOH06I 
 
In addition, the band played at the Kerrisdale Carnival Days parade, the Point Grey Fiesta Parade, the PNE, 
the Gran Fondo, the Sun Run, the Halloween Parade, the BC Lions Salute to Veterans halftime show, 
Remembrance Day at Victory Square, and the usual mess dinners and other Regimental events. 
 
The band is looking forward to the Battle of Paardeberg Dinner and Vernon Winter Carnival in February, the 
latter of which is the only parade in the band’s calendar regularly led by a snowplow. 
 

https://youtu.be/icw3ExOH06I
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SAMUEL JOHN PERRY 
By:  Don Manning 

 
Samuel John Perry, was born in Ontario about 1879, following his arrival 
in Vancouver, he became one of the most recognized names in the 
Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles. 
 
He was an extraordinary marksman, and in 1904, Private Perry was 
awarded the National Rifle Association King’s Prize (Gold Medal) at 
Bisley, Surrey, United Kingdom, with a score of 321, the first time a 
native born Canadian was awarded this medal.  This meant that he was 
the best shot in the world at the time. The purse for the Gold Medal was 
$1,250.00, he also received $500.00 from the Regiment as well as other 
cash awards for his feat, one of which is the Grandfather Clock awarded 
by the Toronto Regiment, since donated by his family to the Historical 
Society in recent years, and which stands today in the Sergeant’s Mess. 

 
 Sergeant Samuel John Perry 
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Perry’s military service began in Toronto, Ontario, joining the 10th 
Royal Grenadiers at the age of seventeen, and while with them 
served in the first contingent in South Africa, moving west to 
Vancouver upon his return.  On his arrival in Vancouver, he joined the 
then DCOR’s.  He was said to be a modest man even though he 
found himself a celebrity following his Gold Medal at Bisley, and this is 
evident from the way he carried on with his life living in Vancouver. 
 
 

 
The Perry Clock, now sits  

in the Sergeant’s Mess  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This image, from 1906, represents 
the The Rifle Team that travelled to 
Washington State included several 
well-known members of the 
Regiment at the time, including 
Sergeant J. Moscrop, Captain J. 
Duff Stewart, Major F.W. Boultbee, 
Captain William Hart McHarg and 
Sergeant J.S. Matthews, and of 
course Sergeant S.J. Perry, shown 
standing,  second from the right. 
 

 
Perry was President of the British Columbia Rifle Association and Vice President of the Dominion 
Rifle Association. 
 
By the commencement of hostilities in 1914, he was into his thirties and found himself engaged as 
a musketry instructor with the 23rd Infantry Brigade, until 1917, when he was transferred to the 
permanent force based at Esquimalt, B.C. 
 
In June 1920, a time when Perry had reached the rank of Company Sergeant-Major, he was 
discharged from the permanent force, with the result that he returned to Vancouver, rejoining the 
Regiment, becoming Regimental Sergeant-Major in 1927, retiring in 1931 at 56. 
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Vancouver Province October 8, 1904 

Perry died on June 7, 1970 at the age of 91, at Shaughnessy 
Hospital, then a Veteran’s Hospital on the site of today’s 
Children’s Hospital in Vancouver.  His life following military 
service seems to have been relatively uneventful, at least with 
regard to newspaper stories during his lifetime, some of which 
are included in this article, below. 

 
Vancouver Sun June 9, 1970 

 

 
Vancouver Province June 10, 1970 

Sources:  
Swift & Strong Leblanc, Maxwell, Snow Deschenes  pp: 38-39 
The Dukes: Harker pp 37, 50-51, 146, 154, 176, Perry Trophy pp. 52 
Vancouver Sun June 9, 1970 
Vancouver Province June 10, 1970 
Vancouver Archives:  Item: Port P1638 - [Sergeant Samuel J. Perry, 6th Regiment D.C.O.R.] 

 
 

WILLIAM HART-MCHARG AND THE KAISER CUP 
By:  Don Manning, The BCR Museum Society 

(in collaboration with Cam Cathcart and Keith Maxwell) 

 
William Frederick Hart-McHarg was born in Ireland into a military family and emigrated to Canada as a 
youth, prior to the turn of the 20th century.  He studied law and became a member of the bar in Manitoba 
and in British Columbia, in Rossland, where he joined the Rossland Rifles.  He enlisted for the Boer War, 
giving up his commission as a Lieutenant and enlisting as a Private to do so.  He returned as a Sergeant 
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and was decorated for his efforts in South Africa returning to Rossland to practice law in 1901. In 1902 he 
moved to Vancouver to practice law, and joined the Regiment.  He would go on to become one of the most 
recognized names in the history of the British Columbia ((DCO) Regiment. 
 
He was an outstanding shot, and in 1913 won the coveted Kaiser Cup, presented by the then Kaiser 
Wilhelm II, Emperor of Germany and King of Prussia, to the world’s champion shot.  This cup is not to be 
confused with the Kaiser’s Cup (Kaiserpreis), which was an award for accuracy in naval gunnery. 
 
Hart-McHarg is pictured here with the Kaiser Cup, (on stand in foreground) 
in this image, courtesy of The Vancouver Archives.  He was the last 
person to receive this award, as World War I hostilities commenced on 
August 4, 1914. Two days before the end of the war, on November 9, 
1918, Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated the German throne following a national 
uprising in Germany.  As a result, the Kaiser Cup was never awarded 
again, and his copy continues to reside in the BC Regiment Museum 
Society collection at Vancouver, B.C. 
 
This photo was retrieved from the image collection of The Vancouver 
Archives. 
 

 

 
 
 

The caption for this Photograph is interesting reading, as follows:  
Item : CVA 371-2749 - Major W. Hart-McHarg - winner of  

The Governor General's Prize, D.C.R.A., Ottawa - 1908  
and 1913 [and] The Long Range Championship of the  

World with Army Rifle, Camp Perry, Ohio, 1913 

 
His medals are reproduced on p. 67 in “Swift & Strong”.  Keith Maxwell has kindly provided the detail of his 
medals: 

 
Queen’s South Africa Medal with four clasps –  
 Johannesburg 
 Driefontein 

Paardeberg 
 Cape Colony 
1914 – 1915 Star 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal with Mentioned in Dispatches insignia 
George V Coronation Medal 
Colonial Auxiliary Forces Long Service Medal 
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Following the commencement of hostilities, in September 1914, the 7th Battalion (1st British Columbia) (CEF) 
was raised at Valcartier, Quebec, with Lt. Colonel Hart-McHarg appointed its’ first Commanding Officer.  He 
went on to lead the Battalion at Neuve-Chapelle and Ypres. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel William Frederick Hart-McHarg died of wounds received during the second Battle of 
Ypres on Saturday, April 24, 1915, while leading the 7th (1st British Columbia) Battalion holding a position 
near St. Julien, Belgium.  He was 46 and is buried at the Old Military Cemetery, at Poperinge, near the 
Belgium-France border.  
 
Lt. Colonel Hart-McHarg is memorialized in this painting which 
hangs in the BC Regiment Officers’ Mess at the Beatty Street 
Drill Hall in Vancouver. 
 
 
 
For more information, here are some publication/sources for 
reference: 
 
“From the West Coast to the Western Front, British Columbians 
and the Great War” Forsythe/Dickson 
https://www.bcregiment.com/new/regimental-
family/museum/shooting/ 
“The Dukes” Harker, p. 51-55 
“Swift & Strong” Leblanc/Maxwell/Snow/Deschenes, p. 65 – 67 
 
 

 
 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JOHN WEIGHTMAN WARDEN,  
D.S.O, O.B.E, E.D. (MID) 

By Don Manning, in collaboration with Keith Maxwell, 
Member, British Columbia Regiment (DCO) Museum Society 

 

 

John Weightman Warden must rank as one of the most accomplished members 
of the British Columbia Regiment, including the 102nd North British Columbia 
Battalion, a battalion he was instrumental in Raising. The unit became known as 
“Warden’s Warriors.” which was present and participated in many of the major 
engagements of WWI in which the Canadian Corps participated, including Vimy 
Ridge. 
 
From Matthew Barrett.com: 
Born on 8 November 1871 in Baywater, New Brunswick, John Weightman 
Warden was a British Columbia broker and veteran of the Boer War. He was 
among the first to enlist after the declaration of war in August 1914. Describing 
his experiences fighting with the 7th Battalion in the trenches, he explained, 
“The Boer War was nothing compared with this war. I had been in South Africa, 
but I found that I knew nothing about war at all”.” 

 
From the BCR website: 
“The 102nd (North British Columbia) Battalion, raised at Comox in December 1915, had an initial strength of 
1005 officers and men. The Battalion was known as “Warden’s Warriors” after its first CO, Lieutenant-
Colonel Warden. Warden had served in the DCORs and enlisted in the 7th Battalion. Wounded at 2nd 

https://www.bcregiment.com/new/regimental-family/museum/shooting/
https://www.bcregiment.com/new/regimental-family/museum/shooting/
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Ypres he returned to Canada, was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel, and raised the 102nd Battalion from 
volunteers in northern British Columbia. Arriving in France on 12 August 1916 the Battalion received its 
“baptism of fire” on the Somme. The 102nd served with distinction and great sacrifice throughout the 
remainder of the war, notably during the Final 100 Days campaign. Of the 3863 officers and men who 
served in the Battalion 676 gave their lives and 1715 were wounded. The soldiers of the Battalion earned 
287 decorations for gallantry; amongst them was a Victoria Cross awarded to Lieutenant Graham 
Thompson Lyall. 

The Regiment’s battalions in the CEF took part in every major engagement fought by the Canadian Corps in 
the war. All three attacked at Vimy Ridge in April 1917, and all three played a major role in the Final 100 
Days campaign the ultimately defeated the German Army in the autumn of 1918”. 

As noted above John Warden was wounded at 2nd Ypres, the battle where another distinguished member, 
Lieutenant -Colonel William Hart-McHarg was lost.  This led to his return to Canada and the eventual raising 
of the 102nd.  He was considered to be an excellent commander and was awarded a DSO for his conduct on 
the Somme. 
 
“The Boer War was nothing compared with this war. I had been in South Africa, but I found that I knew 
nothing about war at all.” 
 
Prior to WWI, Warden served in the Imperial Forces during the Boer War, moving to Vancouver about 1900, 
where he joined the Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles (DCOR). He resigned his commission as Sergeant in 
The South African Constabulary, in order to enlist as a Private in the DCORs in 1907.  As with many leaders 
of the British Columbia Regiment, he was known as an excellent marksman. On the outbreak of WWI, 
Warden enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force on September 24, 1914, at the age of 43, with William 
Hart-McHarg signing the attestation.  He claimed to be the first person in British Columbia to enlist.  At the 
time of his enlistment, he listed his occupation as “broker”, meaning real estate broker, an occupation he 
listed until later in life.  He was born in Kings County, New Brunswick of UEL stock. 
 

 

Warden was relieved of his duties in the 102nd in January 1918 at his request as 
he wished to leave the Canadian Corps to join the British military due to 
dissatisfaction with certain internal political activities related to his superior 
Brigadier-General Victor Odlum and Major General David Watson. 
 

 
From Matthew Barrett.com: 
In January 1918, Warden volunteered for a “secret mission in the east.” Although extremely reluctant to 
leave his battalion, the 102nd commander admitted he could no longer stand his superiors, Brigadier 
General Victor Odlum and Major General David Watson, whom he considered “very mercenary men.”  
The mission Warden had signed up for was a 1,000 man Imperial expedition to the Caucasus under the 
command of General Lionel Dunsterville. Named Dunsterforce, the troops’ official mission was to prevent 
German intrigues in the region following the collapse of Imperial Russia and the outbreak of the Russian 
Civil War and to train local fighters. 

Throughout the three-month campaign in summer 1918, Warden kept a diary of his experiences traveling 
through the east. He considered the Armenians to be “rotters” and “cowards.” He remarked, “I do not blame 
the Turks for killing them off. They are worse than the Jews or Bolsheviks.” 

https://matthewkbarrett.com/2015/09/25/the-ambassador/
https://matthewkbarrett.com/2015/09/02/the-schemer/
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Frustrated by British mismanagement and inept Russian allies, Warden became disillusioned with the 
mission, which he ridiculed as “Dunsterfarce.” The Imperial troops had been tasked with helping to defend 
Baku, a city on the Caspian Sea controlled by the Centrocaspian Dictatorship. Besieged by an Ottoman 
army, Warden fought on the front line but complained that the White Russian general was “tearing his hair & 
acting like a man who had lost his mind or sense.” 

After the city fell on 4 September 1918, Warden and Dunsterforce were withdrawn. Warden grumbled that, 
“Dunsterville should be made a full Gen & knighted & kicked out as they do everyone who makes a mess of 
his job.”  Warden soon embarked on another anti-Bolshevik adventure to Vladivostok in early 1919 as part 
of the Siberian Expeditionary Force. However, he soon was frustrated by the rivalries among the coalition 
countries: 

“The Canadians are not liked by the British Staff here, & the British is detested by the Canadians. The same 
applies to the Americans, Japs & French & etc. Each branch of the Allies is suspicious of the other. Each is 
afraid the other will get a little more foothold than he & there is not semblance of unity, which augurs very 
badly for the success of the Allied endeavours to make law & order. The British are very weak in their 
personnel. Just like Dunsterville “was… 

Again irritated by Allied disorganization, Warden returned to Canada disappointed in October 1920. 
Addressing the former members of the 102nd, Warden spoke about his experiences in Siberia, warning that 
Socialism was the “creeping stage” to Bolshevism. 

Following his activities in Russia, he returned to civilian life in Vancouver as a real estate broker, ran 
unsuccessfully for provincial office in 1920 in Vancouver and following that as a municipal councilor in West 
Vancouver. 
 
From 1931 to 1942, Warden acted as Warden of Essex County Jail, Sandwich Ontario. 
 
John Weightman Warden died on March 29, 1942 aged 71, in Ontario.  
 

 
From Vancouver Sun, May 30, 1942, pp. 12 
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Lieutenant-Colonel John Weightman Warden, DSO, MBE, ED (MiD) 
Decorations and Medals 

 
Distinguished Service Order 
Order of the British Empire – Member 
Queen’s South Africa Medal with clasps -  

South Africa 1902 
South Africa 1901 
Transvaal 
Orange Free State 
Cape Colony 

1914-1915 Star 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal with MiD insignia 
Efficiency Decoration 
King George V Coronation Medal 
Colonial Auxiliary Forces Long Service Medal 
Order of Saint Anne with Swords (Imperial Russia) 

Sources 
Canadian Great War Project http://www.canadiangreatwarproject.com/Searches/soldierDetail.asp?Id=71893 
Diary of John Weightman (1918-1919): http://www.gwpda.org/1918/WardenDiary.pdf 
Wikipedia: The North British Columbians: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/102nd_Battalion,_CEF 
BC Regiment Website: https://www.bcregiment.com/new/history/first-world-war/ 
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columbians-cap-badge-cef-c1981 
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SHERWOOD LETT 
By Don Manning, in collaboration with Keith Maxwell, 

Member, British Columbia Regiment (DCO) Museum Society 
 

 
Crest of the Irish Fusiliers of Canada  

(Vancouver Regiment)  
Sherwood Lett – 1895-1964 

 
The name Sherwood Lett represents a man of distinction and ability who served in the Irish Fusiliers of 
Canada (Vancouver Regiment), the Canadian Army, the practice of law, and the people of British Columbia 
and Canada.  He was one of the original “Great Trekkers” who convinced the provincial government of the 
day to relocate a fledgling university from Fairview to what is now known as the University Endowment 
Lands in Point Grey. 

http://www.canadiangreatwarproject.com/Searches/soldierDetail.asp?Id=71893
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I never had the opportunity to meet him, but I was privileged to know his widow Evelyn nee Story, also of 
UEL stock (Source: Roy), who lived to be a centenarian and who was a force to reckoned with in her own 
right. I also had the honour of meeting and dining with Mr. Justice Arthur Lord, also a veteran of WWI (196th 
Battalion and 46th Battalion) and who served with Mr. Lett on the Supreme Court of British Columbia, and 
later the British Columbia Court of Appeal, and who I learned while researching this article was a witness to 
the Lett/Story wedding in 1928. 
 
Sherwood Lett was a combat veteran and an officer in the Canadian Expeditionary Force in WWI, including 
fighting at Hill 70, Passchendaele and the Final 100 Days, receiving wounds in the process and earning a 
Military Cross.  He also participated as a Brigadier in WWII, being wounded at Dieppe in 1942, then 
invalided back to Canada and earning a D.S.O. for his service. He commanded the 4th Infantry Brigade 
during Operation Overlord – the Battle of Normandy. He was wounded for a second time in that war during 
Operation Atlantic, the advance south of Caen, on 18 July 1944. 
 
There is really no way to adequately document this man’s incredible life in a short piece such as this, the 
following references provide concise outlines of this very talented officer, lawyer and justice. 
 
Service in WWI (see Roy) 
Sherwood Lett enlisted in the newly minted 121st Battalion (Western Irish Fusiliers), at Vancouver, B.C. on 
December 22, 1915, as a Lieutenant, in part because he was of Irish heritage and because he was living in 
Vancouver, B.C.  He had at that time minimal military experience, which included six months in the 
Canadian Officers Training Corps.  In January, 1916, he was deemed to have graduated with a B.A. in view 
if the fact that he had enlisted. 
 
He started his service as a rifle platoon commander and when offered the opportunity, became a signals 
Officer.  Advanced training then followed at Vernon Military Camp, where Lieutenant Lett gained a 
reputation as an expert in signals. 
 
In August 1916, The 121st boarded the Empress of Britain at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and headed for the U.K. 
to await assignment in France, arriving at Liverpool, then transported to Bramshott Military Camp, where 
more advanced training took place, and Sherwood Lett was promoted to a Division Headquarters role, 
(South Saskatchewan) Sixth Reserve Infantry Brigade, while the 121st at the same time found itself losing 
members to fill the void created by the losses at The Somme at the time.  In August 1916 Lett was sent to 
France and served with the 46th Battalion, a part of the 10th Infantry Brigade. The Battalion had previously 
seen action in the Ypres Salient, then the Somme, and in April 1917 at Vimy Ridge.  Sherwood Lett left 
England on 13 August and met the 46th at Souchez, and the following day joined Battalion Headquarters 
near Lens.  Here, he had his first taste of heavy fire and trench warfare in his role as a Signals officer 
maintaining communications between 46th headquarters and a Forward Company Headquarters during the 
Battle of Hill 70. He later became the Battalion’s Adjutant.  He remained with the 46th Battalion through 
Passchendaele in October/November 1917 and the Final 100 Days fighting August to November 1918.He 
was awarded the Military Cross for his courage and dedication to duty during the Battle of Amiens in August 
1918. (Roy) 
 
In July 1918, Sherwood Lett was the Adjutant of the 46th Battalion, reporting to Lieutenant-Colonel Dawson, 
who was the person who recommended he receive the Military Cross.  In October 1918, Sherwood Lett lost 
his best friend in life to that time, Eugene Phillips, near Valenciennes, which would prove to be the last 
battle fought by the 46th (Roy) 
 
Notes from: City of Vancouver Archives 
“Sherwood Lett was born in Iroquois, Ontario in 1895. In 1912, he accompanied his family to Vancouver 
where he pursued university studies until 1916 when he enlisted for service in World War I. He served in 
France and was awarded the Military Cross. In 1919, as a Rhodes Scholar, he studied law in Oxford. After 



 
 
 
 

57 

returning to Vancouver in 1922, he entered private practice, specializing in corporate and tax law until the 
outbreak of war in 1939. In 1942 he participated in the Dieppe Raid and was awarded the D.S.O. In 1947, 
as a member of an official three-man commission, he visited Japan. Following his return he was elected 
president of the Vancouver Bar Association and a bencher of the B.C. Law Society. In 1951, he was elected 
Chancellor of University of British Columbia. In 1954 he was appointed Commissioner to head the Canadian 
truce delegation in Vietnam. In 1955 he was appointed Chief Justice of the B.C. Supreme Court, and in 
1963 Chief Justice of the B.C. Court of Appeal. He died in 1964.”   
 
Sherwood Lett’s career following his Demobilization on July 5, 1919 
Sherwood Lett went to Law School during his military service, as noted below following his demobilization, 
and returned to Vancouver, becoming a partner at Davis & Company (now merged into DLA Piper Global 
Law) prior to rising to the Supreme Court of British Columbia.  At that time, Davis & Company was one of 
the pre-eminent law firms in British Columbia and continues to be today under its current name.  Mr. Justice 
Lett went on to become the Chief Justice of the B.C. Court of Appeal; in 1963, where he served until July 
24, 1964, the date of his passing, which occurred upon the opening of the legislature that year.  His home 
church, Shaughnessy Heights United Church would have been deemed too small for the gathering (about 
800), which resulted instead at St, Andrews Wesley United Church in downtown Vancouver, where virtually 
all 1,800 of the available seats were occupied. One of the media articles from that time is reproduced below 
and describes the service. 
 
From: U.B.C. Library Archives Between the Wars and Post War 
“On July 24, 1964, in the death of Chief Justice Sherwood Lett at the age of 68, the University of British 
Columbia lost its most distinguished graduate. The honours accorded him by the University, and the offices 
to which he was appointed or elected, in themselves testify to the admiration for his achievements, and the 
affectionate respect for his rare qualities of mind and character. He was a member of the Senate from 1924 
to 1957; a member of the Board of Governors from 1935 to 1940, and from 1951 to 1957; the recipient of an 
honorary LL.D. degree in 1945; and Chancellor of the University from 1951 to 1957. 
 
Born in Iroquois, Ontario, Sherwood Lett came to British Columbia in his early years. He began his 
university studies at the old McGill University College and continued at the new University of British 
Columbia, where he was elected the first President of the Alma Mater Society in 1915. Together with his 
wife-to-be, Evelyn Story, he drew up the first constitution of that Society. In the same year he enlisted in the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force of the First World War, and, while serving in France, was awarded the 
Military Cross. He received his B.A. degree in 1916 while on active service, and returned to Canada in 1919 
with the rank of captain. Winning the Rhodes Scholarship in that year, he took a B.A. in jurisprudence at 
Oxford, and returned to practise law in Vancouver, becoming over the years an expert in corporation and 
income tax law. He was three times President of the University Alumni Association. 
 
During the period between the wars he kept his membership in the reserve army, and in 1940 he went 
overseas again, as commanding officer of the 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade. He was seriously wounded in 
the Dieppe raid of 1942, and was awarded the D.S.O. for conspicuous bravery. After convalescence, and a 
period of general staff duties in Ottawa, he returned to his active command as brigadier, and was wounded 
again on D-Day. He received the O.B.E. for his outstanding record, was several times mentioned in 
dispatches, and, three years after the end of the war, was appointed honorary colonel commandant of the 
Royal Canadian Infantry Corps. 
 
Civilian life brought steadily increasing recognition. He visited Japan on a mission for the Canadian 
government, was named president of the Vancouver Bar Association, and in 1954 was called to act as 
Commissioner in Viet Nam, heading the Canadian delegation on the International Supervisory Commission. 
He returned to become Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of British Columbia in 1955, and in 1963 
became Chief Justice of the Court of Appeal, with the title of Chief Justice of British Columbia. An honour 
that came to him in 1957 may seem of small consequence in the list of these achievements, but it meant 
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something to Sherwood Lett. He was named Great Trekker for the year by the U.B.C. Alma Mater Society, 
an honour reserved for an alumnus who maintains a notable interest in the University and makes the most 
outstanding contribution to the community. 
 
Sherwood Lett's career, even in so brief a summary, speaks eloquently for itself. Comment seems 
impertinent, as we view the rise of the soldier from private to brigadier, of the citizen from lawyer to the 
position of Chief Jurist and to the distinction of being his country's representative on the international scene. 
Yet something further must be said of the scholar and gentleman who never sacrificed modesty to 
reputation, and never lost compassion in success. His life was compact of those virtues that lend dignity to 
human existence, even while their quiet simplicity encourages human emulation. Of many tributes, three will 
serve to show the range and nature of his impact on his fellow-men. In the words of the Prime Minister of 
Canada, "I know of no Canadian who has served his country in war and peace with greater distinction and 
more unselfishly." The president of the Canadian Bar Association said, "I do not think there was ever a 
judge who was more highly respected by the bar than Chief Justice Lett." Finally, the voice of the ordinary 
citizen is heard in a letter to a local newspaper. "It is 49 years since I stood side by side in the ranks with 
Chief Justice Sherwood Lett - he as a corporal and I as a private. I followed his remarkable career with pride 
and keen Interest - pride in Canada, a land that can still offer great opportunities for men and women of 
noble character and outstanding ability. Also I was keenly interested in Mr. Sherwood Lett's military 
successes, and his great interest in the field of education and later in his great success in the legal 
profession, all of which I know was brought about by sheer effort, with no favours and with a firm adherence 
to great principles. 
 
To these tributes the Senate of the University of British Columbia adds its sense of privilege in having 
known and worked with Sherwood Lett, its feeling of sorrow at the loss of one who still had much to give, 
and its grateful respect to the memory of a man who was so unsparing of himself in the service of his 
university, his community, and his country.” 
 
Comment:  I learned from a friend now retired from Foreign Affairs Canada during preparation of this article 
that “Sherwood Lett's appointment in 1954 was in fact as the head of the Canadian delegation on the 
International Commission for Supervision and Control (ICSC).  This was set up in Hanoi after the Geneva 
Agreements.   Lett was smart to leave after only a year to take up his appointment as Chief Justice of the 
BC Supreme Court! 
 
Lett would have arrived in Hanoi at the end of the French colonial period in 1954.  The "truce delegation" 
comprised three countries Poland (East Bloc rep), Canada (rep for the West) and India (neutral).  The ICSC 
mandate was to oversee preparations for nationwide elections in Vietnam in 1956.  But as we all know, 12 
years later, 500,000 US troops were on the ground.  The 1973 Vietnam Paris Conference wound up the 
earlier Vietnam ICSC with its offices in Saigon and Hanoi and replaced it with a new commission with a 
presence only in South Viet Nam.”  
 
The motto of The University of British Columbia is “Tuum Est”, every graduate 
knows it, it means “It’s up to you”.  Sherwood Lett surely exemplifies that. 
 

 
 
WWII Experience (Roy) 
Following Canada’s entry into WW2, Sherwood Lett returned to active service in 1940, as Brigade Major, at 
the request of Victor Odlum, taking a drop in rank, and was appointed Commander of the South 
Saskatchewan Regiment, and subsequently transferred to the 6th Canadian Infantry Brigade.  Subsequently 
the 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade, followed by The Royal Regiment of Canada, The Royal Hamilton Light 
Infantry, and Essex Scottish Regiment were placed under his command.  This group ended up as part of 
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the Dieppe raid of 1942, which we all know about, and he received wounds during the withdrawal and was 
returned to the U.K and eventually back to Canada for treatment and convalescence, arriving in Vancouver 
in November 1942. 
 
He then found himself as a liaison officer between Vancouver and Ottawa between June and August 1943 
in the joint Canadian – American operation known as Operation Greenlight, the retaking of Kiska. 
 
In January 1944, he was directed to return to England, this time by air, and directed to take command of the 
4th Canadian Infantry Brigade, which took place on 27 February 1944. 
 
It was at this time, prior to Overlord, that he was asked to meet with Prime Minister McKenzie King, who 
proposed to him that he accept an offer to become a Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada.  He declined 
this offer and a subsequent one which was made prior to Overlord. 
 
He arrived in Normandy with an advance party, followed later by his Brigade Headquarters on 7th July 1944. 
 
Sherwood’s Brigade was directed to take the extreme right of the Canadian attack in Operation Atlantic, and 
he was wounded while he was assessing a slowdown in the attack, when he received a leg wound, while 
the liaison officer with him was killed.  This caused him to be evacuated back to England for treatment and 
recuperation, however the wound received was not as serious as that received at Dieppe. 
 
In August he was returned to Canada and placed on leave, ending his participation in the Campaign in 
Western Europe. 
 
In 1948, he was appointed President of the Royal Canadian Infantry Corps after the German surrender, 
followed by an appointment as Honorary Colonel Commandant. 
 
He returned to his law practice thereafter.  
 
 

Photos from the Sherwood Lett Family Collection, resident today at The Vancouver Archives 
 

 
View of the Vernon, B.C. Military Camp, 

from the collection of Sherwood and Evelyn Lett, 
City of Vancouver Archives 

 
Monument at The Pimple, from the  

collection of Sherwood and Evelyn Lett,  
City of Vancouver Archives 
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Officers, Brigade HQ 1942, from the 
collection of Sherwood and Evelyn 
Lett, City of Vancouver Archives 

 
 

 
Military Dinner, Toronto, from the 

collection of Sherwood and Evelyn 
Lett, City of Vancouver Archives 

 

 
Image of Sherwood Lett’s swearing in 
as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of British Columbia, from the collection 
of Sherwood and Evelyn Lett, City of 

Vancouver Archives 
 
 

 

Media Articles from 1964 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vancouver Sun July 27,1964 

 

 
Vancouver Sun July 28,1964 
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Vancouver Sun July 29 1964 

 
 

 
Vancouver Province, July 28, 1964 

 

 
The Irish Fusiliers and The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own) should be proud that 
such a man served in their midst.  It was an honour to be able to prepare this short article about him. 
 
Sources: 
City of Vancouver Archives: https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/lett-sherwood-1895-1964 
Library and Archives Canada: CEF Officers Declaration – Irish Fusiliers of Canada 
BC Vital Events (Royal B.C. Museum) 
Vancouver Province, 28 and 29 July 1964 
Vancouver Sun, July 28, 29, 1964 
UBC Library Archives: http://www.library.ubc.ca/archives/tributes/tribl.htm 
Sherwood Lett – His Life and Times, Reginald H. Roy, 1991, UBC Alumni Association  

 
DUKE’S DEN – DECEMBER 2019 

 

 
 
 

Merry 

Christmas 

 
Up the Dukes PMC! 

 
 
 

Happy  

New Year 

https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/lett-sherwood-1895-1964
http://www.library.ubc.ca/archives/tributes/tribl.htm
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA REGIMENT 
(DUKE OF CONNAUGHT’S OWN) MUSEUM SOCIETY 

 

 
CHALLENGE COIN 

$20.00 (plus postage) 

 
SWIFT & STRONG 

$50.00 (plus postage) 

 
To place an order contact: 

Rick Hourie, Vice President, at rickhourie@shaw.ca 
 

The Museum Society is looking for an Archivist and for members who are interested in 
weapons, uniforms, medals and badges.  Please contact Rick or Bob (Assistant Curator). 
 

 
ASSOCIATION KIT SHOP 

The BCR Kit Shop is now online: 
http://www.canex.ca/military/military-kit-shops/army-kit-shops.html?cat=1262  

 
You can now buy a BCR tie, blazer crest, lapel pin, hoodie and PT Shirts (male and female option) through 
Canex online.  You pay online and they are shipped direct to you. 

 
The blazer crest is available online at http://www.canex.ca/british-columbia-regiment-blazercrest.html 
 
The Kit Shop has the following items for sale: 
 
1. Mini Guidons – estimated cost is $130.00.  Once we have 10 confirmed requests, the order will be placed. 

2. Custom designed BCR Knife - $140.00 – almost sold out and once gone, they will not be replaced. 
3. NEW:  BCR cap badge on cuff links, pens and pocket watch. 
4. NEW:  BCR flag (36” x 72”) - $150.00 
 
To place an order, please e-mail KitShop@DukeABear.com 
 

Mini Guidons BCR Knife - $140.00 

mailto:rickhourie@shaw.ca
http://www.canex.ca/military/military-kit-shops/army-kit-shops.html?cat=1262
http://www.canex.ca/british-columbia-regiment-blazercrest.html
mailto:KitShop@DukeABear.com
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Cuff Links - $35.00 

 
Pen - $25.00 

 
Pocket Watch - $105.00 

 
ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

 

DIRECTORS THE DUKE 

  
President – Gayle Hawthorne Editor & Publisher: 
Vice President – Jim Barrett 

Treasurer – Bob Remple 
The BC Regiment (DCO) 

Association 
Secretary – Sandra Young  

Director at Large – Roger Prouse  
Director at Large – Graydon Young  

 

TRUSTEES OF THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE TRUST 
           

Don Bentley   Bill Ireland 
Andy Conradi   Bill McCarthy 
Bill Diamond (Secretary) Archie Steacy 

  Ted Hawthorne (Chair)      
 

ASSOCIATION SPECIAL PROJECTS 
The Association continues to support, through its Charitable Trust, various annual initiatives such as our 
Bursary Program for serving members of the Regiment and our community outreach program in the month 
of December.  In addition, the Charitable Trust supports various projects which assist in maintaining our link 
with the history of the Regiment (i.e. commemorative ceremonies, dedication of memorial plaques and 
support of our five Cadet Corps).  The Association has increased its support of the Cadet Corps by the 
establishment of the Cadet Development Program.  Further information will be published as these programs 
develop. 
 
A special thank you to all of those members who support the Charitable Trust! Your generosity has made it 
possible to accomplish many of the commemorative projects your Association has undertaken. 
 
We also wish to thank our supporters for their “In Memoriam” donations.  This is a very effective way to 
remember our loved ones.  
 

NOTICE TO ALL PROVINCIAL EMPLOYEES 
The Provincial Employees Community Services Fund (“PECSF”) is registered with Canada Revenue 
Agency’s Charities Directorate as a Charitable Employee Trust.  Each year the PECSF runs a fundraising 
campaign for provincial government employees throughout BC.  Please consider designating the 
BCR Charitable Trust when supporting this program. 
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ASLEEP 
 
 
 
We are pleased to report that we have not received any information regarding the passing of any Dukes 
subsequent to the last publication of The Duke. 
 

 
 
 

 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We shall remember him. 
 
 

 

 


